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Oman recalls trade envoy in Israel 


MUSCAT (AFP) — Oman has recalled its trade repre- 
sentative in Israel and may close its trade office there 
after deciding to freeze normalisation of relations with 
die Jewish state, an Omani official said Tuesdav.The 
official, who requested anonymity, said Mobsen A! 
Balushi. the head of the sultanate’s trade office in Tel 
Aviv had been recalled for consultations because of 
■■Israel’s policy of blocking the peace process,"'The 
recall ot Mr. Balushi may be the first step towards clos- 
ing the Omani representation in Israel if it continues to 
refuse to implement the agreements with the Palestini- 
ans.” the official said.He said Mr. Balushi had been 
recalled recently but gave no datc.Muscat opened a 
trade office in Israel in August 1996. But Oman’s Min- 
ister of State for Foreign Affairs Yousef Ben Alawi 
Abdallah announced this month that Muscat was freez- 
ing the process of normalisation of relations with Israel. 
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1996 ends without 


Hebron agreement 


Negotiators draft accord, but 


last minute problems remain 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israeli and 
Palestinian officials held a 
marathon negotiating ses- 
sion on Tuesday on a han- 
dover of the West Bank 
city of Hebron as hopes 
dimmed that the elusive 
agreement would be 
clinched before the New 
Year. 

A senior Palestinian secu- 
rin' official said the nego- 
tiaiors had overcome their 
differences on everything 
but the thorny issue of 
security at Hebron’s 
Ibrahimi Mosque, sacred to 
both Muslims and Jews. 

"The negotiators have 
decided to* put it (the 
mosque issue) aside for a 
summit” between Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu and Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat, said 
General Abdul Razak 
Yahva. 

Speaking to reporters as 
he left die Jerusalem hotel 
where the Israeli and 
Palestinian officials are 
meeting, Gen. Yahya said 
die negotiators, assisted 
by U.S. Middle East envoy 
Dennis Ross, “are in the 
phase of drafting” the 
accord. 

“There are no points of 
difference.” the security 
chief said, with the excep- 
tion of the issue of security 
at the mosque. 

Palestinian negotiators 
have been insisting on a . 
role for Palestinian police 
in providing security at Al 


Kabariti urges Arafat, Netanyahu to act 
speedily and move to final status talks 


IN A bid to help overcome obstacles facing the signing 
of a Paiestinian-Israeli agreement on redeployment of 
Israeli forces in Hebron, Prime Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti on Tuesday made telephone calls to Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat and Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu. Mr. Kabariti urged the leaders to 
speed up action to sign the agreement on Hebron and 
implement provisions of the other interim agreements, 
so that the final status negotiations could begin in a pos- 
itive spirit that will contribute to enhancing prospects for 
achieving a just, comprehensive and durable peace in the 




region. 


Ibrahimi Mosque, where a 
U.S.-born Jewish settler. 


Mr. Netanyahu has reject- 
ed the Palestinian demand. 



Baruch Goldstein, gunned “1 will only sign an accord 
down 29 Palestinian wor- 


shippers in 1994. 


(Continued on page 3) 


GREETING NEW YEAR: Sydney Harbour Bridge is iUurniiiated by a New Year's Eve fireworks display on Tuesday which police and 
organisers used as a rehearsal for the Sydney 2000 Olympic Games. Over 400,000 Sydneysiders lined the harbour foreshores to watch 


the US$1.2 million pyrotechnic spectacular (Reuters photo) 


Israel to give more money to settlers 


ISRAEL’S RIGHTWING government announced Tues- 
day it would put tens of millions of dollars in additional 
funds into building homes for Jewish settlers in the Pales- 
tinian territories and occupied Golan Heights. 

Finance Minister Dan Meridor told parliament that the 
last-minute budget change for 1997 was needed to build 
300 new settler homes in the Golan, the Jordan Valley in 
the West Bank and in the Gaza Strip. 

The funds will be ujjed “to increase existing settlements, 
not to create new ones,” he said. 

Some $20 million will go to settlements in the West Bank 
and Gaza, but he did not specify the amount to be spent in 
the Golan. 

Even before this latest increase, die government had dou- 
bled spending on settlements in its draft budget for 1 997, 
according 10 Israeli anti-settlement group Peace Now. The 
budget hands $190 million in “direct aid” to settlements, 
up 90 per cent from the 1996 budget by the preceding 
Labour government. Peace Now said in an October report. 

The aid is spread out among several ministries and not 
represented in the budget by a single number, making it 
luirder to assess, the group said. 


Kabariti, ambassadors discuss peace process 


AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti on Tuesday 
reviewed the latest devel- 
opments in the Middle East 
peace process at separate 
meetings with ambassadors 
of the European Union 
(EU ) countries. Israel. 
Egypt, Oman and Russia. 

Following the meetings, a 
spokesman for the Dutch 
embassy A. Kapperu said 


that the discussion with Mr. 
Kabariti covered topics 
related to the peace process 
and were positive. 

“We have felt deeply sat- 
isfied with the Jordanian 
government’s siand and 
Jordan’s optimistic expec- 
tations with regard to the 
peace process,” Mr. Kap- 
pert said. 

Mr. Kappert said the 
peace process was pro- 


gressing. adding that the 
prime minister expressed 
hope that an rsraeli-Pales- 
tinian accord over Israeli 
redeployment in the 
Hebron area will take place 
soon. 

He said the discussions 
with the prime minister 
also touched on the latest 
developments concerning 
Iraq. 

Yve Gazzo, head of the 


EU delegation to Jordan, 
said after the meeting that 
Jordan and the European 
Union were discussing Jor- 
dan-EU partnership agree- 
ment which is expected to 
be signed soon. 

He said the Jordanian 
government had exerted 
great efforts towards arriv- 
ing at this agreement 


Israel is 
holding 
Jordanian 


engineer, 
JEA says 


Turkish troops enter 
Iraq in pursuit of PKK 


Doha to return Bahraini 


plane; pilot free to stay 


Peruvian rebels restate demand 


LIMA (Agencies) — Reb-els 
holding 83 hostages ar the 
Japanese ambassador’s resi- 
dence litre Tuesday reiieraied 
iheir demand for jailed com- 
rades 10 be treed and called for a 
peaceful conclusion of the 
JiandolT. 

“Our demand must be met.” 
one of ihe rebels, using a mega- 
phone. lold a group of journal- 
ists gathered in from of the 
embassy residence, according to 
live Television. 

The member of the Tupac 
Amaru Revolutionary Move- 
meni (MRTA) said a solution to 
the two-week standoff must be 
found “without winners or 
losers." 

He also told the journalists 
that the hostages were fine but 
that jailed MRTA members did 
not enjoy the same treatment. 

The rebel — identified by 
kvaf telet ision as possibly' 
being MRTA leader Nestor 
Cerpa Cariolini — also accused 
President Alberto Fujimori of 


“arrogance.” 

The MRTA asked police for 
the the press to be allowed 
access to the front of the resi- 
dence late Monday but the oper- 
ation was apparently thwarted 
by the presence of plain-clothed 
policemen who tried to enter 
with the journalists, according to 
reporters on the scene. 

Tuesday, police were allowing 
small groups of photographers 
and cameramen to take images 
and hear statements from the 
rebels. 

Before the first group of jour- 
nalists entered Tuesday, media- 
tor Michel Minnie said the oper- 
ation would go ahead without 
the support of the International 
Committee of the Red Cross 
lICRC). 

In a move sure to lift the 
hostages' spirits. Red Cross 
officials sttid the guerrillas had 
agreed to Jet relatives send one 
letter to each captive. The 
hostages will be allowed to 
reply the 


same day. they said. 

“The emotional stress on the 
hostages and their families is 
tremendous,” said Luis K. 
Wutanabe. a Peruvian museum 
director released after five days 
in captivity. ‘Their only link 
has been mutual suffering and 
uncertainty.” 

The Red Cross also plans to 
deliver fresh clothes, shoes, can- 
dles. insecticide, cigarettes and 
disinfectant so the hostages may 
clean the residence's bathrooms 
and Hoots. 

On Sunday, rebels allowed the 
Red Cross 10 deliver 18 kilo- 
grammes of imported dog food 
far Japanese Ambassador Mori- 
hita Aokis two German Shep- 
herds. Mr. Aoki also is a hostage 
and reportedly has not been 
allowed near his dogs. 

The gestures appear to show- 
greater flexibility in the position 
of the roughly 20 Tupac .Amaru 
rebels who initially seized some 
500 hostages during a gala bash 
at the compwind on Dec. 17. 


ANKARA (AFP) — Several 
thousand Turkish troops 
entered -northern Iraq on Tues- 
day to hunt down separatist 
Kurdish rebds who had 
attacked Turkish targets- from 
bases there, the military said. 

Forty-three rebels from the 
outlawed Kuslish Labour 
Party’ (PKK) and two Turkish 
soldiers were levied in north- 
ern Iraq in an editing opera- 
tion by a “brigade-sized” unit, 
the Turkish general staff said 


in a statement. \ 

“The ground anti air opera- 
tions are continuing," it said, 
adding between ipb and 120 
PKK rebels had bfcen spotted 
in the Sinath area in northern 
Iraq opposite the Turkish bor- 
der town of Silopi. ! 


"The operation was prompt- 
ed by a terrorist move to open 


harassment fire qy heavy 
artillery, including n\ortais, on 
Turkish military unis located 
near Silopi from opposite 
Iraqi territory.” the statement 
said. 

SL\ injured Turkish troops 
were evacuated from jibe area. 
Ankara accuses the ^KK of 


organising hit-and-run attacks 
on Turkish military and civil- 
ian targets from bases in Iraq. 
In recent years, the Turkish 
array has conducted several 
incursions of varying size 
into northern Iraq. 

In the biggest operation, 
some 40.000 troops, support- 
ed by aircraft tanks and 
artillery, entered northern Iraq 
in March 1995 and fought the 
Kurdish rebels there for six 
weeks. 

More than 23,000 people, 
including PKK rebels, mem- 
bers of the security forces and 
civilians, have been killed in 
violence in southeastern 
Turkey and incursions into 
northern Iraq since 1984 
when the PKK launched its 
armed campaign for a Kur- 
dish homeland 

An Ankara-based official 
from the Kurdistan Democra- 
tic Party (KDP), a leading 
Iraqi Kurdish group which 
controls most of the Iraqi side 
of the border; said he had not 
received information from 
the region regarding the Turk- 
ish operation. 


DUBAI (R) — Qatar on 
Tuesday said it would 
return a helicopter used by 
a Bahraini air force pilot to 
defect to Doha, but said 
the defector would be free 
to stay or go where he 
chooses, an official at 
Qatar’s Foreign Ministry 
said. 

“(Qatar’s) Foreign Min- 
istry explained to 
Bahrain’s foreign ministry 
in an official memoran- 
dum that it had decided to 
return the military air- 
crafC’the official source 
was quoted as saying by 
Qatar’s state-run news 
agency QNA. 

"The pilot will be free to 
stay in Qatar... return to his 
country or proceed to any 
other destination he might 
choose,”the official said, 
adding the man could 
regard Qatar as his “sec- 
ond homeland.” 

Qatar on Monday said 
bahraini uu force pilot 
First Lieutenant Nasser 
Majed Nasser Al Khalifa 
had requested asylum after 


flying his helicopter to the 
capital Doha. Bahrain said 
it had asked Qatar to return 
both the pilot and the 
chopper. 

It was not immediately 
clear if the pilot belonged 
to Bahrain's Al Khalifa 
ruling family. 

The apparent defection 
came as tensions between 
the two Gulf Arab states 
seemed to be easing after 
Bahrain’s Emir Sheikh Isa 
Ben Sulman Al Khalifa 
pardoned two Qatari sen- 
tenced 10 ibree years in jail 
in Manama for spying. 

Qatar and Bahrain are 
locked in a dispute over a 
cluster of islands, sand- 
banks and reefs in the 
Gulf. Manama has con- 
trolled the potentially oil 
and gas-rich territories 
since the 1930s, but they 
are also claimed by Qatar. 

Qatar has taken the case 
to the Internationa] Court 
of Justice in the Hague, 
angering Bahrain which, 
prefers Arab mediation. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A Jordan- 
ian engineer has been arrested 
by the Israeli authorities while 
visiting relatives in the Pales- 
tinian territories, the Jordan- 
ian Engineers’ Association 
(JEA) said Tuesday. 

It demanded the immediate 
release of the engineer 

Harem Istanbul] was arrested 
by Mossad, Israel’s secret ser- 
vice, on Dec. 26 while he was 
preparing to return to Jordan 
after visiting family members 
in the Palestinian territories, 
the JEA, which has some 
30.(W0 members, said in a 
statement. Mossad has given 
no reasons for the arrest and 
has banned Mr. Istanbul! from 
any outside contact, it added. 

The JEA said Mr. Istanbuli 
was a member of the JEA’s 
freedoms committee and the 
committee against normalisa- 
tion of relations with Israel. 

The JEA described the 
Israeli action as a continuation 
of the Israeli policy of oppres- 
sion and persecution against 
the Palestinians. The detention 
of Mr. Istanbuli. who is also a 
member of the Arab Organisa- 
tion for Human Rights, consti- 
tutes a flgrant violation of all 
international human rights 
charters and conventions, the 
statement said. The JEA called 
on all local and Arab organisa- 
tions and institutions to shoul- 
der their responsibilites. by 
acting immediately to ensure 
the release of Mr. Istanbuli and 
all detainees in the Israeli jails. 


Israeli seaports hit by brief strike after Histradut gives government 'time out' 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Workers briefly dosed Israeli 
seaports on Tuesday but 
union.s called off a planned 
iWictuJ strike to give the gov- 
ernment time to reconsider 
austerity measures in the 1997 
budget. 

A spokesman for the Pons 
and Railways Authority said 
the Aslidod and Haifa ports 
naipened alter a work stop- 
page during the morning. He 
said he knew of no plans to 
resume the strike. 

Strikes by more than a quar- 
to of a million workers crip- 
pled large sectors of Israel’s 
economy on Monday, the 
fourth day of strikes in protest 

Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu's proposed eco- 
nomic measures. 

Parliament was due to vote 


on the 1997 budget early on 
Wednesday. A spokeswoman 
at the strike headquarters of 
the Hisiadrut trade union fed- 
eration said on Tuesday after- 
noon: “There’s nothing, 

everyone’s working.” 

Mr. Netanyahu had blasted 
the strikes called by the His- 
iadrut as irresponsible and 
“baseless." 

The Histradut launched a 
series of gradually widening 
walkouts lust week that were 
due to culminate in a general 
strike on Tuesday. 

Histnidul head .Amir Perctz 
said the decision 10 lift the 
strike threat was taken late on 
Monday after parliament 

rejected a proposal to elimi- 
nate a special tax credit for 
working women. Several 
members of Mr. Netanyahu's 


ruling coalition voted against 
the government. 

“We will take a time out in 
the ports tomorrow (Tuesday) 
but I hope that we will reach 
an accord, because otherwise 
the struggle over the pons and 
Bezeq will have to resume and 
with much greater force,” Mr. 
Peretz told reporters. 

The Histradut opposes pri- 
vatisation plans for Bezeq 
Israel Telecom and proposed 
taxes unions say will harm 
pon workers. Finance Minis- 
ter Dan Meridor threatened on 
Sunday to take unspecified 
action against picketed. 

Government and industry 
officials put economic dam- 
age from the strikes at tens of 
millions of dollars. 

The Histradut said 283.000 
public sector employees 


walked out on Monddv and 
brought much of the economy 
to a halt. \ 

Banks, government cpices 
and the Tel Aviv stock 
exchange w ere closed. Public 
hospitals, ambulances and 
firefighters went on emer- 
gency schedules and tele- 
phone. transport and postal 
services were disrupted. 

Seaports were closed for a 
fourth day running, state- 
owned radio and television 
broadcasts were scaled back, 
but airports, which were shut 
down on Sunday , were open. 

Industrialists roundly con- 
demned the disruptions. “We 
estimate the damage from the 
strikes in the ports alone at 
around S10 million a day,” 
manufacturers’ association 
president Danny Gillerman 


told Israel Radio. 

“We see this strike as politi- 
cal. We think political disputes 
should be settled in political 
ways and not on the backs of 
the business sector which is 
suffering severely." 

The government’s 1997 pro- 
posal calls for seven billion 
shekels ($2.15 billion) in 
spending cuts, new taxes and 
other revenue-raising mea- 
sures that Mr. Netanyahu said 
were needed to rein in soaring 
deficits. 

Union leaders say the cuts 
will erode workers' pay. “The 
woikers alone will be forced 
10 pay the price.. .for the gov- 
ernment’s big exercise in 
fraud. Next year the salary of 
every worker will be eroded 


RQYALJ ORDAN IAN 3 


ROYAL JORDANIAN has the pleasure to 
announce a new checking - in procedure, 
for First and Super Business Class 
passengers as of January 1 st 1 997. 
Complete departure formalities will be 
done at Terminal 1 on behalf of First and 
Business Class passengers, while they 
are relaxing at the CIP Lounge. 


(Continued on page 3) 
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Lawyer says trial of British nurses 
will showcase Saudi legal system 


RIYADH i API — A Saudi 
lawyer appointed to repre- 
sent two British nurses 
accused of murder said 
Monday that the case will 
serve as an opportunity to 
dispel negative images of 
the country’s legal system. 

The case has attracted 
widespread attention in 
Britain, where some news- 
papers have focused on 
Saudi Arabia’s practice of 
publicly beheading some 
convicted murderers. 

“I view this case as a 
good occasion to acquaint 
the Western world with the 
merits of the Saudi criminal 
justice.” said Salah 

Hejailan. whose law firm 
was selected Monday to 
represent Lucille McLauch- 
lan. 31. and Deborah Kim 
Parry , 41. 

The accused, Mr. 

Hejailan said, will have a 
fair trial with proper legal 
representation. Mr. 


Hejailan said he will assign 
a British, an American and 
two Saudi lawyers from his 
firm to work on the case. 

"There is a good chance” 
that, if convicted, the nurs- 
. es will not be sentenced to 
death, he added. 

Mr. Hejailan. legal advis- 
er to the Saudi government 
until 1972, said that no 
Westerner had been execut- 
ed in Saudi Arabia for sim- 
ilar crimes. He also pointed 
out that the court would be 
unlikely to impose the 
death sentence on non- 
Muslim Western women. 

Seventy-one people have 
been beheaded in Saudi 
Arabia this year under the 
kingdom's strict interpreta- 
tion of Islamic law. Arab 
and Western human rights 
organisations have said the 
defendants often are exe- 
cuted without a fair trial. 

Under Saudi law, the fam- 
ily of the victim may ask 


for mercy for the pair and 
take monetary compensa- 
tion or blood money — 
which in this case would be 
about 530,000, Mr. 
Hejailan said. If the two are 
convicted and the family 
asks for mercy, the nurses 
may only serve a maximum 
of five years in jail, he 
added. 

The victim's brother, 
Frank Gilford, was quoted 
as saying in Sydney, Aus- 
tralia on Monday that he 
might consider appealing 
for clemency if the British 
nurses were convicted. 

But he said he would not 
accept monetary compensa- 
tion for the killing. 

Shortly after the slayings, 
however, Mr. Gilford said 
he would not intervene if a 
Saudi court convicted the 
two suspects and ordered 
their execution. 

The women are charged 
with murdering Yvonne 


Gilford, 31. an Australian 
nurse found dead in her 
room Dec. 11 after being 

stabbed, beaten and suffo- 
cated. 

Mr. Hejailan. 55, who is 
an honorary iegal counsel 
to the British embassy in 
Riyadh, said the families of 
the accused had asked his 
firm to represent them. 

Michael Dark, a British 
lawyer who will also repre- 
sent the nurses, was to fly 
to Riyadh from London on 
Tuesday, Mr. Hejailan said. 

Hejailan. who graduated 
from the University of 
Southern California in 
1968, said he will not 
charge the nurses any legal 
fees. 

Sources in Saudi Arabia 
who are dose to the case, 
said Monday the I wo nurses 
are planning to retract their 
confessions to the killing. 


Lebanon 

says it spent 

$434 million 

to resettle -■ 

war victims 


BEIRUT (AFP) — Leb- 
anon has resettled 40 per 
cent of those who were 

made homeless by the 
country’s 15-year civil war. 
at a cost of $434 million so 
far, the head of the ministry 
set up for the purpose said 
here. 

Hicham Nasserdine said 
the number of those dis- 
placed by the war which 
ended in 1990 was estimat- 
ed at half a million. 

Mr. Nasserdine said $254 
million had been granted to 
48.299 families who were 
squatting in buildings all 
over the country to enable 
them to find new homes. 

The remaining $180 mil- 
lion had been spent on 
building 4,807 homes and 
restoring a further 28.147. 


India’s faithful Jews keep 2,000-year story alive 


NEW DELHI (R) — Israeli 
President Ezer Weizman 
this week visits the south- 
western Indian city of 
Cochin, home to the oldest 
synagogue in India, built in ' 
I56S. and to one of the 
more exotic branches of the 
Jewish diaspora. 

By the last count Mr. 
Weizman will find only 18 
Jews living there, ageing 
remnants of a once flour- 
ishing mercantile commu- 
nity that set up in this centre 
of the spice trade after flee- ■ 
ing persecution in Europe 
during the Spanish inquisi-... 
tion. 

He visits the town on Jan. 

■> 

Just 6.000 to 8.000 Jews 
still cling to their faith in 
India, a country of 930 mil- 
lion people, 83 per cent, 
Hindu and 1 2 per cent Mus- 
lim. 

And although older gen- 
erations of Jews have made 
a name in various profes- 
sions. particularly in the " 



Benyamin Gosalkar, a Jew, reads the holy book at a synagogue in Bombay. There are less 
than 8,000 Jews in India and the first Jewish community is believed to have settled in the 
country around 70 AD (Reuters photo) ~ 


shipwrecked and scattered 
among the villages of the 
Konkun coastal strip south 


military, today’s Jewish- - 0 f -fiombav. also on the 
youth encounter reactions western coast. 


to their faith that range 
from ignorance to curiosity.' 

"Some of my .school 
friends say ‘you're Jewish, 
what’s that?' "Rachel Judah 
Hyani. a 20-year-old stu- 
dent at Delhi University, 
told Reuters. 

The small population rep- 
resents a Jewish ancestry in 
the country that some histo- 
rians trace back to around 
2.000 years. 

The first established com- 
munity is believed by some 
to have come ashore in die 
southwestern state of Ker- 
ala before ad 70. and may 
even have been the destina- 
tion for st. Thomas when he 
brought Christianity to 
India in A.D. 52. 

Another group was later 


The descendants of these 
ancient settlers are known 
as the bene-Israei — chil- 
dren of Israel — who some 
historians believe are one 
of the 10 Biblical lost tribes 
of the kingdom of Israel. 

Arriving bereft of their 
scriptures, the Jews kept 
alive their faith by word of 
mouth, passed down from 
generation to generation. 

In ter- marriage 

They inter- married and 
took menial farm jobs per- 
mitted to them under the 
hindu caste system, and 
became so assimilated that 
it took refugees from 
Spain's Christian funda- 
mentalism centuries later to 
identify them, through a 


surviving prayer and food 
laws, as fellow Jews. 

To add to the mix. in the 
19th century the baghdadi 
Jews — who, despite their 
name, came from all over 
the middle east — pitched 
up in Bombay and Calcutta. 

While India’s history has 
been scarred by fractious 
relations between religious 
groups, the Jews were 
quickly accepted and were 
never persecuted here. 

“It is very normal. We 
don't fed any different. It is 
like any other rdigion,"said 
one young girl in the con- 
gregation at the Judah 
Hyam synagogue, the only 
one in the Indian capital. 

Even the Arab-Israeii 
conflict barely affected the 
Jews' relations with India’s 
Muslim community, the 
world's second largest out- 
side Indonesia. 

“Each side left the other 


alone. The battle was being 
fought out there in 
Israel/'Nissim Ezekiel, a 
venerable and celebrated 
Indian poet and a Bombay 
Jew, told Reuters. 

Colonel Oliver Judah 
Hyam. of the Indian army, 
whose brother was in the 
Israeli army, read the 23rd 
Psalm during the friday 
night service at the New 
Delhi synagogue, founded 
by his grandfather in 1956. 

There were fewer than 20 
compatriots there to listen, 
but the turnout was doubled 
by Jewish American and 
Australian tourists. 

Usually the synagogue, 
which Israeli leader Shi- 
mon Peres visited in 1993 
as foreign minister, strug- 
gles to get the 10 adult 
males required to conduct 
formal prayers, locals said. 

There are only 15 to 20 
Jewish families left in 


Delhi, according to 
Yehosbua Benjamin of the 
Jewish Welfare Associa- 
tion, and the last wedding 
was held in the synagogue 
three years ago. 

Today there are more 
Indian Jews living in Israel 
than in India. 

Just before India won 
independence from Britain 
in 1947, die Jewish popula- 
tion numbered around 
35.000. mainly centred in 
Bombay, where more than 
4,500 still live. 

But the puli of a Jewish 
homeland after Israel was 
founded in 1948 and better 
economic prospects per- 
suaded most Indian Jews to 
uproot themselves. 

Not all of them packed 
their bags for Israel. Some 
chose the United States, 
Canada and Britain for their 
new lives. 

But the exodus of Jews to 
Israel has slowed consider- 
ably. 

The Jewish Agency in 
Bombay put the number of 
emigrants in 1996 at 50, 
compared with 150 in 1995. 

As in Cochin, some com- 
munities are dying oul 
Marrying within the faith 
and staying in India will 
clearly be even harder for 
young Jews here, an Israeli 
diplomat said. But in one or 
two pockets, notably in the 
northern Bombay suburb of 
Dorabvili and the nearby 
town of thane, Jewish com- 
munities are trying to re- 
create their group identity. 

Ezekiel Malekar, a Jewish 
community leader in New 
Delhi, is confident India 
will always have its Jews. 

“I love Israel with my 
heart, but my blood is Indi- 
an... we will always keep 
the light of Judaism burn- 
ing here.” 


Jordan Times, Wednesday, January 1 , M97 
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Turkish police accused of beating up 

human rights activists in southeast 



f- 


LICE, Turkey (K) — Police 
kicked an punched three 
members of a Turkish 
human rights group at a 
protest meeting southeast- 
ern Turkey on Monday, wit- 
nesses said. 

A group of about 40 
activists, lawyers and 

politicians had travelled to 
Lice from the provincial 
capital Diyarbakir to inves- 
tigate charges that around 
100 men had been forced to 
join the anti-rebel “village 
guard” militia. 

Police in Lice, 80 kilome- 
tres north of Diyarbakir, 
accused the members of the 
Diyarbakir democracy plat- 
form of supporting the 
rebel Kurdistan Labour 
Party (PKK) and not caring 
about police deaths, the 
witnesses said. 

They then kicked and 


punched three members of 
the group, they added. 

The Human Rights Asso- 
ciation (IHD) said last 
week that gendarmerie 
troops had threatened to 
raze the town and kill its. 
inhabitants if 100 people 
did not become village 
guards. 

The group said 1 10 peo- 
ple were then detained for 
two days, then sent home 
with guns as members of 
the militia- 

When the activists arrived 
at Lice, a crowd of about 
150 people, mostly women 
and children, gathered in 
the town square chanting 
“we don’t want village 
guards, let our children go.” 

Before the bearings, a 
local government official 
addressed the crowd, the 
witnesses said. 


“If anyone doesn’t want 
to be a village guard, he 
should come and leave his 

weapon and he will be free 
to go.” captain Haci Irbasli 
said. No one came forward. 

IHD Director Eren 
Keskin said after returning 
to Diyarbakir from Lice; 
“No one should be forced 
to become a village guard, 
we want peace and we 
don’t want the death of 
anyone.” More than 21.000 
people have been* killed in 
the 12-year-old .conflict 
between the security forces 
and the PKK who are fight- 
ing for autonomy; or inde- 
pendence in the mainl y 

Kurdish southeast. - 

More than 70.000 main ly 
Kurdish village guards are 
enrolled to help thegovem- 
ment in the fight against the * 
PKK 
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Two Iraqi sisters tell U.S. court 
their father forced them to marry 


LINCOLN, Nebraska 
(AFP) — Two Iraqi sis- 
ters, aged 13 and 15, tes- 
tified Monday they did 
not want to wed or have 
sex with two fellow 
countrymen their father 
arranged for them to 
marry, but said they were 
given no choice. 

The sisters testified qui- 
etly at a preliminary hear- 
ing for the two men — 
aged 34 and 28 — they 
were allegedly forced by 
their father to many in a 
Muslim 'ceremony Nov. 
9. 

Based on the evidence, 
Lancaster County Judge 
Laurie yardley ruled that 
the two defendants, who 
are charged with rape for 
consummating marriages 
with minors ui violation 
of nebraska law. should 
stand trial. 

The legal marriage age 
in Nebraska is 17 and 
- under state law it is ille- 
gal for someone 18 or 
older to have sex with 
someone younger than 
18 regardless of whether 
that younger person con- 
sents. 

The two defendants, 
who face up up to 50 
years in prison, are to be 
arraigned in district court 
on Jan. i5. 

Names of those 
involved in the case were 
being withheld to protect 
the identity of the two 
minors. 

The girls said their 
father had arranged their 
marriages and said they 
were not given any 
choice in the matter. 

Asked by deputy coun- 
ty attorney Jodi Nelson 
what happened the night 
of the wedding ceremony 


when she found herself 
alone with her husband, 
the 13-year-old girl said; 
“He raped me ... He had 
sex with me.” 

She said the man had 
sex with her against her 
will four times over a 
four-day period follow- 
ing the wedding. 

Her 15-year-old sister, 
who was 14 when she 
married, said she had 
met her future husband 
only two weeks before 
the wedding. 

Michelle Chaffee, an 
attorney appointed by 
Lancaster County Juve- 
nile Court to represent 
the two girls, said they 
were give no choice but 
to marry the two Iraqis. 
She added that each of 
them gave the girls’ 
father 53,000 for marry- 
ing the girls. 


for arranging the mar- 
riages and risks up to a 
year in jail. He has said 
he was following islamic 
customs, which allow 
minor girls to many. 

The father and the 
mother, who was charged 
with contributing to the 
delinquency of minors, 
were not allowed inside 
the courtroom but stood 
outside, Mr. Cannon said. 

The two sisters have 
been put in foster care 
with an American couple 
who converted to Islam a 
few years ago. 

The case came to police 
attention a few days after 
the twin weddings when 
the older sister fled her 
husband and ran away 
with a 20-year-old his- 
panic boyfriend, who is 
in jail and has been 
charged with rape for 


“I have a problem with- -'■■having sex -with ami oofr'' 
it being characterised as a Meanwhile- - Saprf<tfd‘ f 
cultural issue.” she said. — Pol lack, a lawyer -who . 
adding that it took a lot of ~ "represents the father in a 

separate case, told afp he 


courage for the girls to 
speak out about what had 
happened to them. 

Terreli Cannon, an 
attorney for the two 
defendants, said his 
clients — opponents of 
Iraqi leader Saddam Hus- 
sein who arrived here 15 
months from a Saudi 
refugee camp — would 
plead not guilty next 
month. 

He said they looked 
“scared to death, like they 
were back in front of 
Saddam's court” at the 
hearing. 

The father, a 39-year- 
old refugee from south- 
ern Iraq who settled in 
lincoln with his family 
three years ago, has been 
charged with child abuse 


would present a . motion 
in court Jan. 8 to sup- 
press statements that his 
client made to the police. 

The father, who speaks 
little English and cannot 
write or read English, 
said he had trouble 
understanding the police 
interpreter assigned to 
him during the interroga- 
tion as he spoke a differ- 
ent dialect of the Arab 
language. 

Mr. Pollack said the 
father, who is unfamiliar 
with the U.S. justice sys- 
tem, was not told that the 
questioning was volun- 
tary and was not told his 
rights, including that of 
having an attorney pre- 
sent. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 


TeL 773111-19 

PROGRAMME TWO 

14:05 

The Muppei Show 

14:30 


15:00 

Jeux — Pj-ramide 

16:00 Due. — Earth Revealed 

16:30 

Blizzard Island 

17:00 


17:02 

....The Adventure* and Kellv 

18:00 


19:00 


19:15 

..Magazine — Sports 

Et Musique 

19uMl 

News Headliners 

19:35 

Contedv — 

Baker - 

s Field P.D. 

20:00 


21:10 

NBA Boslctbal 

22:00 

News in English 



23:15 


23:59 Cumedv — Who's The 

Boss? 


PRAYER TIMES 

06:31 


11^9 , 


14:24. 


16:47. 


18:09. 



JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUpE AND CALENDAR 


13:50 Beirut, Abu Dhabi. 

Karachi (PK) 

14-JO -Turns (TU) 


661757. 

Terra Sancta Church Td. 622366 
Anglican Church Tel. 6S2S26. 
Armenian Catholic Church 
Tel. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Td. 775261. 

SC Ephraim Church Td. 77 [751. 
Amman International 
Church Td. 827126 

Evangelical Lutheran 

Church Tel. 824328. 
German-speaking Evangeli- 
cal Congregation Tel. S45457 

The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nazarcne Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman Td. SI 1295 
English-speaking Latin 
Catholics Parish Td. 614190. 


cent. Aqaba 42 percent. 


USEFUL 
TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 
NIGHT DUTY 


CHURCHES 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the 
Department of Meteorology 
Temperatures are expected tu 

drop slightly with skies partly 

cloudy and winds northeaster- 
ly light to moderate. In Aqaba, 
skies will be northerly moder- 
ate to active and seas calm. 


Dr. Hanna Mansour 750197 

Dr. AfifShukri S98S63 

Dr. Nidal Dahlefa _.S27195 

Dr. Sa'id Tawfiq 

788285 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy ...890280 

A1 Asema pharmacy 637055 

A! Sal am pharmacy ..636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy 657660 

Nairoukh pharmacy 023672 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

1RBID: 

Dr. Ghazi Ta'amneb 250080 

A I Quds pharmacy _..i— j 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Yousef Harzallah — .9SS075 
Khalifeh pharmacy ...9854 1 7 


Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 
630321 

Hotel Complaints 605 S00 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints 897467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints ..787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls ...010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Reparis 623101 

Abdall Telephone Repairs 
661101 

Jordan Television 773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan 7741 1 1 

Water Authority 680 100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 
S15615 

Electric Power Company 

636381 

RJ Flight Information 08- 
53200 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08- 
53200 


EMERGENCIES 


HOSPITALS 


I St, Mary of Nazareth 
! Church S weilkh, Td. S 1 0740 
j .Assemblies of God Church 

! Td. 632785. 

I SL Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the Annunciation 
Td. 637440. 

De la Salle Church TcL 


Amman 

04/14 

-09/2 1 

Deserts 

02/16 

Jordan Valley 

11/21 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 16. Aqaba 22 Humid- 
ity readings: Amman 46 per 


Food Control Centre .6371 1 1 
Civil Defence Department 
661111 

Civil Defence Immediate 
Rescue 63034 1 

Civil Defence Emergency 
199 

Rescue Police 192. 621111, 
637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank ._ 775121 

Highway Police 843402 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 
813813/32 

Khahdi Maternity, 6442S1/6 
Akileh Maternity, 64244 1 12 
Jabal Amman Maternity 

642362 

Malhas, J. Amman ....636140 
Palestine. Shmeisani 

607071 

Shmeisani Hospital 669 1 31 


University Hospital 845845 
Al-Muasher Hospital 

667227/9 

The Islamic, AbdaB 666126/37 
Ai-AUUuAbdali ......664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajreen777 101/3 

Al-Bashir, 775111/26 

Army, Marka 89161 1/15 

Queen .Alia Hospital 
602240/50 

Araal Hospital .674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart 
and Special Surgery ..865 1 99 
ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital 
(09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

109)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital(09)986732 
A1 Hfluna Modern Hospital 
(09)990990 
IRBED: 

Princess Basina 
(02)275555 
Greek Catholic 
(02)272275 
Ibn A1 Nafees 

(02) 247100 
AQABA: 

Princess Haya 

(03) 314111 


should always be verified. 
Information on other flights 
are supplied on phone 08 
(52700) or 08153250). 


ARRIVALS 


Hospital 

Hospital 

Hospital 


Hospital 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Flights 

07:00 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

07:25 Damascus (RJ) 

07:35 — Laraaca (RJ ) 

07:45 Jeddah (RJ) 

13:00 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

14:45 New York, Amsterdam 
(RJ) 

16:25 ..Toronto, Montreal (RJ) 
17:45 — Madrid, Geneva (RJ) 
18:05 ...Frankfurt, Vienna (RJ j 

18:10 London, Berlin iRJ) 

18:25 .Paris, Rome (RJ) 

20:45 Singapore. Kuala 

Lumpur, Abu Dhabi (add) (RJ; 

21:25._ - Istanbul (RJ) 

21 aO Jakarta (add) (RJ) 

22:50 .Frankfurt (add) (RJ) 

23:59 Cairo (RJ.) 

03:55 Singapore, Kuala 

Lumpur (RJ) 

06:00 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 


21:00 ....Paris, Damascus (AF) 

21:40 .Tel Aviv (LY) 

22:20 -Lamaca (CY) 

22:45 .Athens. Beirut (OA) 

23:10 - Istanbul (TK) 

23:15 — -Amsterdam (KL) 

01:55 London (J5A) 


15:50 .Vienna (OS) 

16:30 .Shariqah (AH) 

22:50 .Tel Aviv (LY) 

23:10 Lamaca (CY) 

23:55 ...Damascus, Paris (AF) 


Royal Wings (RW) Flights 

09:20. -....Aqaba (RW) 

18:55 Tel Aviv (RW) 


Royal Wings (RW) FEghts 

09:50 Maria (KW> 

20:50 Aqaba (RW) 


DEPARTURES 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN AUA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied 
by Royal Jordanian (RJ) infor- 
mation department at the 
Queen Alia International Air- 
port Tel. (08)53200 where it 


Other Flights 

09:30 - Cairo (MS) 

10:00 — Sanaa, Hudaidah (IY) 

10 JO -...Jeddah <SV) 

12:35 Abu Dhabi, Karachi (PK) 

12:40 Abu Dhabi (GF) 

13:30 Tunis (TU) 

1^:05 .... — -Vienna (OS) 

15:45.- Algiers (AH) 

20:10— Beirut (ME) 


08:00 . — Jeddah (RJ) 

09:45 ...Rome, Frankfurt (RJ) 
10:30 ...Rome, Frankfurt (RJ) 

10:40 .Berlin. London (RJ) 

11:25 Casablanca (RJ) 

15:50 Istanbul (RJ) 

19-JO .Colombo (RJ) 

20:00 Bombay (RJ) 

20:30 New Delhi (RJi 

20:30 Cairo (RJ) 

21:00 Calcutta, Bangkok 
(RJ) 

21:15 Dhabi. Muscat (RJ) 

22:00 —Kuala Lumpur (add) 
(RJ) 

22:15 ..Jliyadh, Dhahran (RJ) 
23:00 ■. — Sanaa (RJ) 


MAEHELEEI OS 

Upper/lower price in fibp er 


Apple 


Banana. 


-700/500 

550/550 


Banana (imported)..— 850/600 
Cabbage — 1—60/40 


Carrot 

Cauliflower.-. 


270/150 


J30/100 


Cucumber (large) —.— 130/90 
Cucumber (small) — J3W60 

Eggplant — ■ *-150/80 

Garlic 850/600 


23:50 Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

23=9 -Jeddah (RJ) 

-Aqaba (RJ) 


05:00 


Grape fruit J50/100 

Lemon „ 

Marrow (large) 

Marrow (small) 

Onion (green) — 

Onion (dry) - . 

Orange JtfWOO 


Other Flights 

07s 45 - Beirut (ME; 

10=20 Cairo (MS) 

11:00 -Hudaidah. Sanaa (IY) 

12:00 -....Jeddah (SV) 

13:30 ..Bahrain, Abu Dhabi(GF) 


Pepper (hoi) ^-280(150 

Pepper (sweet) — — 3SW50 


Potaio 

Spinach 


30W 


jj(W00 


String Bean— 
Tomato 


J&N28Q 

' " J7Q/120 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — Her 
Majesty Queen Noor con- 
gratulated Mr. Bashar 
Haitbam Haddaden and 
Ms. Shorouq Samir 
Shawawneh, two Jordanian 
students whose papers on 
“Vortices” and “The Theo- 
ry of Relativity" respec- 
tively won an “Honuorable 
Mention” in the fourth 
international competition 
“first Step to Nobel Prize 


in Physics" held by the Pol- 
ish Academy of Sciences, a 
Royal Court statement said. 

The competition is open 
to all secondary school stu- 
dents under the age of 20 
and aims to provide young 
aspiring scientists “with an 
opportunity to compare 
their own achievements 
with those of their col- 
leagues from other coun- 
tries.” 


Firms conclude trade deals to 
sell goods, medicine to Iraq 


'HHlr 


man 
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BAGHDAD (J.T.) — Jordanian firms have concluded trade 
deals to sell $120 million worth of goods to Iraq within the 
provisions of the oil-for-food agreement between Baghdad 
and the UN, Jordan’s Finance Minister Marwan Awad 
announced Tuesday. 

Mr. Awad and Minister of Energy and Mineral Resources 
Hashem Dabbas are paying an official visit to Iraq and, 
according to a statement published by the Iraqi press, these 
firms will be supplying Iraqi markets with detergent, cook- 
ing oil, and medicine. 

The two ministers are heading a large economic and trade 
delegation as well as various businessmen for talks with 
Iraqi government officials on promoting trade exchanges 
aud the purchase of oil and its related products in 1997 from’ 
the Kingdom. 

Dr. Dabbas also announced that a second Jordanian dele- 
gation will pay a visit to Baghdad on Jan. 4 for trade talks 
with various Iraqi institutions. 

Information Minister Marwan Muasher Monday said that 
Industry and Trade Minister Ali Abul Ragheb and Transport 
Minister Nasser Lawzi are scheduled to visit Baghdad in the 
coming week to finalise a 1997 trade protocol and discuss 
transport-related issues. Jordan used to supply goods and 
services worth an annual $400 million to Iraq until 1996 
when mounting Iraqi debts forced a reduction to $220 mil- 
lion. 

Dr. Dabbas was quoted as saying that Jordan is seeking up 
to 4_5 million tonnes of crude and fuel oil from Iraq in 1997 
up from the 1996 quantity of 4.4 million tonnes. Iraqi oil 


shipments to Jordan are exempt from UN sanctions. 
The 


Jordan News Agency, Petra, quoted Dr. Dabbas as 
informing the Iraqi press that a proposed project for the con- 
struction of a pipeline to pump Iraqi oil was still feasible. 
The two countries had signed an initial understanding on the 
500-kilometre pipeline which is slated to run from the 
north-west oil fields of Iraq to Jordan's refinery at Zarqa. 

Dr. Dabbas expressed hope that the UN-Iraqi agreement 
; wiB pave tfiC.way. for a complete, lifting of the UN sanctions 
limposed on Iraq in 1990. r 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Senate to discuss budget, taxes 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Senate is slated to convene 
Thursday and discuss the Lower House of Parliament’s 
approval of the 1997 draft budget and the Senate Finance 
Committee decision to unify taxes and fees on imported 
goods. 


Minister receives Algerian ambassador 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Trade and Industry Ali 
Abul Ragheb- Tuesday received Algerian Ambassador to 
Jordan Hamid Shbeirah and the two reviewed bilateral 
relations as well as the Algerian minister of trade and 
industry’s visit in January to sign a commercial agreement 
activating trade between the two countries. 


Badia police discover hashish cache 


AMMAN (Petra) — Badia and Border Police forces 
seized 390 smuggled packets of hashish which had been 
hidden in the desert in preparation for subsequent market- 
ing. Badia Department Director Brigadier General Thaher 
Fawwaz stated that Badia patrols were carrying out rou- 
tine desert rounds when they spotted erratic footsteps 
which led to a cache of the smuggled drug. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


EXHIBITIONS 


*Bazzar at Umm Al Qundum on Airport Rd. Exit to Ara- 
bian Horse Club on Friday from 11 — 5 p.m. 


I* Products of the Jordan Design and Trade Centre of] 
ioor Al Hussein Foundation at the Movenpick Hotel, 
„ until Jan. 10. 


’'■* Exhibition of colourful gifts and crafts designed by 
[Andrea Atoll a at the Jordan Design and Trade Centre of] 
Al Hussein Foundation, Wadi Saqra Street (Tel. 
9141/2). until Jan. 10. 


Ip Works by several artists entitled ‘The Artist and the 
Spvironmeni" by several artists at Alia Art Gallery. Jabal 
(Amman, until Dec. 30. 


Works of small paintings by Jordanian and .Arab artists 
it Baladna An Gallery, Gardens St. .(Tel. 68759S), until 
Sn. 14. 


Works by Spanish painter Clara Amado at InstitutOj 
gfcrvames, Jabal Amman until 15 Jan. 



Painting exhibition by Hind Nasser at the Jordan Arts 
Crafts Cenrrc/Ariisiuui. Jabul .Amman (Tel. 64785 S). 
Jan. 10. Also displaying a regular exhibition ot arts 
crafts and Christmas items. 


<fcii 


^Display of Christmas gift items at the Bani Hamida 
pouse, Jabal Amman (Tel. 658696/7) until Jan. 2. 


• ■ 


Legal committee 
rejects current 


voting system 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Lower House of Parliament 
legal committee has reject- 
ed a continuation of the 
1993 temporary elections 
law which introduced the 


one-person, one- vote vot- 
ing system and called for 
the re-institution of the 
1989 election law. . 

Under the 1989 election 
law, voters could elect a 
number of candidates from 
a list of those running for 
Parliament in their respec- 
tive constituencies. 

Subsequent to the com- 
mittee meeting. Chairman 
Ibrahim Kilani said that the 
rejection was approved by 
a majority of the committee 
and passed during a meet- 
ing Monday in which many 
aspects of the current tem- 
porary election law were 
examined. 

The committee. Dr. 
Kilani said, is now refer- 
ring its decision to the 
House for debate arid he 
confirmed that the commit- 
tee discussion regarding the 
controversial temporary 
elections law was instigat- 
ed pending a formal request 
from several deputies. 

According to the Consti- 
tution, if the House rejects 
a temporary law, the Coun- 
cil of Ministers, with the 
King’s approval, must 
declare that law null and 
void. 

In its. previous session, 
which debated the 1997 fis- 
cal budget. Prime Minster 
Abdul Karim Kabariti 
affirmed that the govern- 
ment plans to submit a new 
draft elections law to the 
House and that the govern- 
ment is also contacting var- 
ious political groups, politi- 
cal parties, parliamentary 
blocs and trade unions in 
the course of. formulating a 


new law which is deemed 
acceptable to the majority 
of the Jordanian people. 

A parliamentary source, 
as quoted by Al Ra'i daily, 
said that should the House 
approve the committee’s 
decision it will have to 
reconsider the composition 
of the present Parliament 
whose members, he said, 
were elected on the basis of 
the 1993 temporary elec- 
tions law. 

Meanwhile. Chief of the 
Finance and Economy 
committee Abed Mousa 
Nahar announced that his 
committee has commenced 
discussions concerning the 
1996 Companies Draft Law 
in the presence of Minister 
of Industry and Trade Ali 
Abul Ragheb. 

This is a crucial econom- 
■ ic draft law as it is designed 
to attract investments to the 
country and. therefore, the 
committee is prioritising it 
above the other draft laws, 
he stated. 

Mr. Nahar maintained 
that the committee will 


invite private sector repre- 
sentatives and economists 
to attend meetings con- 
vened to formulate the law 
anterior to its referral to the 
House for endorsement. 

The committee plans to 
increase these meetings in 
order to finalise its report , 
he added, noting that the 
committee has other topics 
on its agenda, including a 
draft customs law and a 
draft law regarding the 
Amman Financial Market 

Mr. Nahar explained that 
the Companies Draft Law 
addresses different existent 
loopholes which currently 
exist in the present law and 
simplifies procedures for 
the registration of compa- 
nies in Jordan. 


Symposium to cover 
peace as education 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Minis- 
ter of Higher Education 
Abdullah Ensour will 
open an international 
symposium at the 
International Holiday 
Hotel in Aqaba tomorrow 
regarding peaceful co- 
existence in the Middle 
East. 

The three-day sympo- 
sium has been organised 
by the International Peo- 
ple’s College in Denmark, 
backed by the Danish for- 
eign ministry and will be 
attended by delegates 
from Jordan, Tunisia, 
Egypt, Israel, Mauritania 
and Palestine, Director of 
Student Affairs at the 
Ministry of Higher Educa- 
tion Maysoun Khatib said. 

The symposium will fol- 
low up on a previous sym- 
posium, also organised by 
the Danes, designed to 
highlight the role of edu- 
cators in preparing their 
pupils to accept and prac- 
tise peaceful co-existence 
in an atmosphere of secu- 
rity, peace and stability, 
she explained. 

Ms. Khatib described 
participants to the confer- 
ence as poised to study 
means of spreading the 
philosophy of peaceful 
coexistence among sru- 
dents and teachers and- she 
affirmed that they will re- 
examine school curricula 
determining its suitability 1 
for the peace era. 


She said that partici- 
pants will review several 
reports prepared by an 
international contingent of 
educators and specialists 
which will present sub- 
jects such as the signifi- 
cance of religious educa- 
tion in spreading peace as 
well as reports detailing 
the Middle pastern oblig- 
ation to struggle towards a 
comprehensive and just 
peace. \ 

According ti Ms. Khat- 
ib, participant^ will work 
within a number of work- 
shops to discuss the con- 
cept of peace and its effect 
on the region! and the 
responsibility ofleducators 
in diffusing peap among 
the new generation. 

Danish Honorary Con- 
sul General icj Jordan 
Tawfiq Kawar 'told the 
Jordan Times jhat the 
Danish college has held 
similar meetings lin Den- 
mark for the past five 
years with participating 
countries sending dele- 
gates to attend, lut this 
will be the first ti ne that 
such meeting is cc nvened 
in Jordan. 

He affirmed that college 
official Isabella Lb will 
act as coordinator for the 
meeting which will be 
attended by Danish 
Ambassador to Jordan 
Lars Peter Blinkeberfe. 


1 996 ends without 

(Continued from page 1) 


on Hebron if it guarantees our 
control over (the site) and the 
security of ite Jewish residents 
(of Hebron )," he told parlia- 
ment cm Monday. There was 
no official announcement from 
either side as to when a sum- 
mit would be held between Mr. 
Arafat and Mr. Netanyahu to 
try to seal the long-awaited 
agreement on handing Hebron 
over to Palestinian rule. 

Mr. Netanyahu spokesman 
David Bar- LI an said Tuesday 
morning that a summit was 
‘very likely” Tuesday evening, 
but another Israeli 


Hebron agreement 

spokesman, Shai Bazak.'^aid 
later in the day that a meeting 
was unlikely on Tuesday. 

Ml Bazak told Israeli radio 
that because of a scheduled 
budget vote in the Knesseti or 
Israeli parliament, it was 
unlikely that Mr. Netanyahu 
would be able to meet Mr. 
.Arafat on Tuesday. 

l\S. Middle East trou- 
bleshooter Ross held talks with 
Mr. Netanyahu on Tuesday 
before joining the negotiations 
and was scheduled to meet 
with Mr. Arafat in the evening, 
Arafat spokesman Nabil Abu 
Rdaina said. 


Cabinet adopts decision to float spare auto parts 

Kabariti meets with EU ambassadors to discuss peace agreements 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Cabinet Tuesday adopted a 
decision to float prices of 
spare auto pans^rovided 
that announced prices are in 
accordance with the supply 
law. 

According to the Cabinet 
decision, spare auto parts 
will no longer pertain to the 
non-food items and com- 
modities list prepared by 
the ministry. 

In a press statement fol- 
lowing the meeting. Minis- 
ter of Information Marwan 
Muasher staled that Prime 
Minister Abdul Karim 


Kabariti Tuesday made 
two telephone calls to 
Palestinian President Yass- 
er Arafat and Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu, regarding the 
progress of talks between 
the Israelis and the Pales- 
tinians. 

Dr. Muasber also said that 
Mr. Kabariti met with the 
European Union ambas- 
sadors to A mman and that 
they discussed issues relat- 
ed to the partnership agree- 
ment between Jordan and 
the EU. 

The prime minister also 


met separately with the 
ambassadors and stressed 
the importance of imple- 
menting previous agree- 
ments signed between 
Israel and the Palestinians. 

Regarding Jordanian 
efforts to stimulate the 
peace process. Dr. Muasher 
stated that Mr. Kabariti has 
extended invitations to two 
Israeli delegations, repre- 
senting the Labour Party 
and the Israeli Knesset’s 
(Parliament) Financial and 
Economic Affairs Commit- 
tee, to visit Jordan next 
Thursday. 


The Labour Party delega- 
tion will be headed by Yossi 
Belin and will include 
prominent Labour Party 
figures, including a former 
Israeli interior minister and 
leader of the Israeli Labour 
Union. Histadrut 
Dr. Muasher added that a 
delegation representing the 
Islamic movement in Israel, 
led by Sheikh Abdullah 
Nimer and including two 
Knesset members, will 
arrive here on Friday for a 
four-day visit to Jordan at 
the invitation of the prime 
minister. 


Mazen Masri pleads not guilty, states he 
fabricated confession to protect spous’e 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 


.AMMAN — Mazen 
Masri, accused of killing 
his two children, Tbesday 
pleaded not guilty and 
retracted confessions he 
made 1 earlier as obtained 
under duress. 

“I was subjected to psy- 
chological pressure by 
pdlice, who threatened to 
interrogate my wife and 
parents instead of myself 
and my wife and mother 
both suffer from health 
problems,” Mr. Masri, 34, 
said. 

“1 preferred to fabricate 
a confession in order to 
protect my family. I am 
willing to sacrifice my 
life for my parents and 
wife.” Mr. Masri, who 
appeared anxious and 
tense, stated. 

He added that he was 
encouraged to confess 
through promises of 
leniency made by offi- 
cials if he admitted to the 


enme. 

“This encouraged me to 
create a confession.” he 
testified. , 

Mr. Masri also claimed 
that he was kept at 
Shmeisani Police Station 
from SepL 21 until the 
day of his alleged confes- 
sion, SepL 25. 

"I was weak, desperate, 
and distressed after being 
continuously questioned 
by authorities and I had to 
invent a stoiy [to cease] 
the pressuring and 
threats,” he stated. 

The defendant main- 
tained that on SepL 24, he 
first fabricated a confes- 
sion that he had brought 
cyanide pills from Canada 
and forgot them in the 
kitchen. 

“I told police that it was 
an accident but they 
rejected my confession so 
I had to mvent a new con- 


fession which is the con- 
fession upon which I am 
currently charged,” he 
avowed. 

On Sept. 25. Mr. Masri 
reportedly confessed to 
authorities that he had 
previously attempted to 
murder his wife and two 
children Hanin, nine and 
Hani, six, and that he did' 
finally kill his children by 
administering cyanide 
pills which he had 
brought from a business 
trip in Canada. 

“I did not attempt to kill 
my wife nor murder my 
children nor would lever 
think of doing something 
of the sort as I love my 
wife and loved my chil- 
dren,” Mr. Masri stated. 

The children were 
found collapsed by their 
mother Hiam Hamoudeh 
at 7:15 a.m. in their Abu 
Oneizah Housing Com- 
plex apartmenL 

Ms. Hamoudeh had left 
her children 'to give her 
husband a ride to work at 
6:45 a.m. 

“My children were 
everything irr my life. 
How can someone harm 
his own flesh and blood?” 
Mr. Masri said and 
red to break down, 
his confession, Mr. 
Masri stated that he mur- 
dered his children out of 
jealousy as they were 
“more attached to their 
mother.” 

When asked by his 
attorney whether he had 
noticed anything out of 
the ordinary during the 
five-day period of mourn- 
ing, Mr. Masri responded 
that he had remarked the- 
continuous presence of a 
prominent contractor, 
whose name the Jordan 
Times declines to men- 
tion for ethical reasons, a 
member at the Contrac- 
tor’s Association where 
his wife was employed 


appeare 


for the past decade. 

“It was the first time I 
saw this man and he 
stayed with us throughout 
the wake and when he 
wasn’t able to be there 
personally he sent a col- 
league to remain in his 
stead," Mr. Masri told the 
Court. 

In responding to another 
question. Mr. Masri 
admitted to accepting JD 
500 from the Contractors 
Association as financial 
assistance duriDg ‘ the 
mourning period. 

According to the prose- 
cution charge sheet, Mr. 
Masri began to evidence 
domestic turbulence three 
months subsequent to his 
1987 marriage and finan- 
cial constraints following 
his second child’s birth. 

In his confession, he 
blamed his wife for these 
problems, claiming that 
she was “extravagant and 
refused to help him in his 
business” which he had 
established in 1991. 

But in Tuesday’s court 
session, Mr. Masri testi- 
fied that he was possessed 
of rio financial problems 
as he paid no rent and his 
salary exceeded JD 1,000. 

“I even asked my wife 
to quir her job at the Con- 
tractors Association to 
take care of the children 
as my salary' was suffi- 
cient [for the family’s 
support ],” he said. 

Mr. Masri denied any 
knowledge of the poiso- 
nous substance cyanide, 
found in his children's 
stomach, adding that he 
learned about it only after 
his children died. ’ 

He further maintained 
that he had no knowledge 
that cyanide was used in 
cleaning computers and 
that he learned this 
from a television 
gramme following 
children’s death. 


Asked by his attorney, 
Ahmad Najdawi to 
describe his occupation. 
Mr. Masri said that he was 
responsible of assessing 
standards of computers 
and electronic equipment 
for tenders. 

“I was strict in my work 
and my superv isor used to 
inform me that many 
companies complained of 
my rigidity in assessing 
their equipment," he said. 

Mr. Masri, who was also 
cross-examined by Crimi- 
nal Prosecutor Ali Abu 
Hjeleh. denied being sub- 
jected to physical torture 
by authorities during 
interrogations. 

He also confirmed that 
he received no threat from 
any official during the 
time that he made his con- 
fession. 

“.After fabricating my 
confessions on that morn- 
ing (Sept. 25) I went back 
to my apartment and re- 
enacted only my fabrica- 
tions as noted by the pros- 
ecutor," Mr. Masri stated. 

During the -two-hour 
court session, 1 Presiding 
Judge Abdul Ruhman 
Tawfiq expelled th'e 
defendant’s father, Hani 
Masri, as he interrupted 
the trial by correcting his 
son while Mazen Masri 


fact 


pro- 

his 


was testifying. 

Judge Tawfiq also asked 
the defendant’s mother to 
leave the courtroom “as 
she was going to be a wit- 
ness for the defence.” 

Attorney Najdawi asked 
the court, following the 
conclusion of Mr. Masri’s 
testimony, to give him 
time to subpoena witness- 
es. 

The court tribunal, com- 
prised of Judges Mifleh 
Mubeidin and Ahmad 
Khatib, agreed and set 
Jan. 13 as the date to start 
hearing defence witness- 
es. 


UNDP allocates $216,000 to modernise Income Tax Department 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
United Nations Develop- 
ment Programme (UNDP) 
Tuesday pledged $216, 000 
in aid to the Income Tax 
Department to help mod- 
ernise its functions. 

The Jordanian govern- 
ment will contribute 

$530,000 to the project to 
help develop the depart- 
ment raise staff efficiency 
and provide employee 

training while streamlining 
departmental operations 
and services. 

The UNDP grant will 
also finance and upgrade 
the department’s computer 
system, according to a 
statement released follow- 
ing the signing of the 
agreement at the Ministry 
of Planning. 

The agreement was 
signed by Ministry of 
Planning Secretary General 
Nabil Amman and UNDP 
Resident Representative in 
Jordan Jorgen Lissner, the 
statement said. 

Including the new grant 
in the last quarter of 1996, 
the UNDP has allocated a 
total of $419, 000 for devel- 
opment projects in the 
Kingdom. 



Ministry of Planning Secretary General Nabil Amrnari and UNDP Resident Representative in 
Jordan Jorgen Lissner sign agreement in which the UNDP pledges $216, 000 to help modernise 
the Income Tax Department (Petra photo) 


Last October, the UNDP 
announced that it would 
provide the Queen Alia 
Fund for Social Develop- 
ment with $103, 000 for 
projects dedicated to alle- 
viate poverty and an addi- 


tional $100, 000 to finance 
such projects in the King- 
dom. 

During the 1995 World 
Summit on Social Devel- 
opment in Copenhagen, the 
UNDP declared poverty 


eradication as . its main 
objective. 

The UN agencies operat- 
ing in Jordan estimate that 
15 per cent of the King- 
dom’s families subsist 
below’ the poverty line. 


Israeli seaports hit by brief strike after Histradut gives government 'time out' 


(Continued from page 1) 


to 3,000 
said Mr. 


by 2.500 
shekels." 

Peretz. 

The treasury accused 



the Histadrut. which also 
wants Mr. Netanyahu to 
cancel proposals to 
delink income tax brack- 
ets to inflation, of shut- 
ting down the economy 


over limited objectives. 


Thousands of workers 
walked out on Sunday 
and others ignored court 
orders to show up for 
work after police arrest- 


ed trade union leader 
Shlomo Shani for failing 
to appear before a labour 
court in connection with 
strike violations. 


A 
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Opposition planes bomb Kabul 


KABUL i R) — Planes be- 
long in£ 10 forces opposed to 
the Tale ban Islamic militia 
bombed the Afghan capital 
Kabul early Tuesday morn- 
ing but there were no re- 
ports of casualties. 

Bombs were dropped in 
the vicinity of Kabul’s air- 
port. which is used for mili- 
tary and civilian traffic, at 3 
a.m. (2230 GMT) Tuesday 
morning. Kabul’s hospitals 
reported no casualties. 

On Saturday, opposition 
forces launched four air 
raids on the city, which was 
taken b> the Taleban in late 
September, hitting the air- 
port in the northeast and the 
presidential palace in the 
centre of the city. 

Hospitals reported six ei- 
\ ilian casualties from those 
raids and one woman was 
injured hv falling anti-air- 
craft fiie. 

Li vaV residents said Tues- 
day’s bombs landed on open 
ground close to a housing 
complex, breaking windows 
and causing other minor 
damage. 


The attack failed to close 
tile airport, and later Tues- 
day morning the United 
Nations used it to ferry in 
personnel and supplies. 

Alalun watchers sav the 


air raids are in retaliation 
for recent Taleban successes 
on the battle Held north of 
Kabul. 

On Friday and Saturday, 
the Taleban pushed opposi- 
tion forces back 10 kilome- 
tres. inflicting heavy casual- 
ties and. according ro the 
Taleban. capturing more 

than 200 prisoners. 

It was the heaviest defeat 
inflicted on the opposition 
forces for more than two 
months. 

Despite the recent attacks 
on the “airport, the national 
airline. Ariana International 
Airlines, intends to continue 
using the airport for interna- 
tional flights. 

Misbullah Noori, director 
of the airport, safd Ariana 
intended to expand its inter- 
national schedule and inau- 
gurate new flights to the 
Pakistani cities" of Islama- 
bad. Karachi and Peshawar. 

The airport has been a fre- 
quent target in fighting 
between guerrilla factions 
that defeated a Communist 
government in 1992. 

It was dosed for IS 
months in 1994 and 1995 
and has only resumed par- 
tial operation. 

Ariana is the only sched- 
uled airline to use Kabul's 


airport. 

Meanwhile, the Taleban 
have appealed to the new 
secretary general of the 
United Nations, Kofi An- 
nan, to be allowed to take 
Afghanistan's seat in the 
world body. 

Mr. Annan should use his 
influence to ensure the seat 
goes to “the real heir and 
representatives of the 
Afghan people’s will: The 
newly established Islamic 
government.” said a letter 
from Mullah Mohammed 
Rabbani. acting head of the 
Taleban’s interim ruling 
council, broadcast on Tale- 
ban-controlled Radio Sha- 
riat Monday night. 

Afghanistan’s seat is held 
by Abdur Rahim Ghaffoor- 
zai. a representative of the 
ousted government of Pre- 
sident Burhanuddin Rab- 
bani. 

"Regrettably. Rabbani *s 
government, which has 
been outcast by the people 
of Afghanistan, still consid-, 
er themselves the represen- 
tative of the Afghan people 
at the United Nations, 
which is perceived as 
against the will and interest 
of the Afghan nation.” said 
the letter. 

The Taleban administra- 


tion has yet to be recognised 
by any country or interna- 
tional forum as the legiti- 
mate government of Afgha- 


nistan. 

In a recent interview, the 
acting deputy minister for 
foreign affairs, Sher Abbas 
Stanakzai, told Reuters he 
believed that recognition 
was being withheld because 
of the Taleban 's wish to 
impose strict Islamic law on 
Afghanistan. 

“The only thing the world 
is opposing is our Islamic 
regime. I think that most 
countries do not want to see 
an Islamic government 
established in Afghanistan.” 
said Mr. Stanakzai. 

In the parts of Afghanistan 
they control, the Taleban 
have imposed their interpre- 
tation of Islamic Law. incl- 
uding forcing women to 
wear the Burqa — a veil 
that covers the whole body, 
with only a small patch of 
gauze to see through — clo- 
sing girls’ schools, and or- 
dering men to grow beards. 

Mr. Stanakzai said inter- 
national criticism of their 
policies and the lack of re- 
cognition would not change 
the Taleban outlook. 


N. Korea sees South’s return of 


remains of sub dead as ‘apology ’ 


SEOUL t Agencies) — 
North Korea, which Sunday 
publicly apologised for a 
submarine intrusion into the 
South. Tuesday said the re- 
turn of the ashes of subma- 
rine crewmembers consti- 
tuted a "belated apology” 
from Seoul. 

“We consider that the 
South Korean authorities, 
though belatedly, admitted 
their" crime and apologised 
for it as demanded by our 
side.” j spokesman for the 
Democrat ie Committee lor 
the Reunification of the 
Fatherland said. 

The statement, earned by 
the North’s mouthpiece Ko- 
rean Central News Agency 
tkCNAJ. echoed similar 
castigation of Seoul hv rhtf 
North's army when the’Uni- 
*ed Nations Command han- 
ded oxer the ashes of 24 
crew men Monday. 

Rut Nonh Korea watchers 
’.vie saw the official KCNA 
version as "twisted propa- 
ganda." bury ing the hatchet 
on the incident" as well as a 
s.oer. especially for the 
No: ili\ l.l million strong 
military. 

Afiei the intrusion on 
Sept IN. the North said the 
submarine had drifted 
South on a routine training 
UiisHjun. and warned the 
South of “a thousand fold” 
tetuliuiioil for the deaths of 
the clew. 

In iis brief bill unprece- 
dented apology Sunday, 
bloke red by the United 
Si. lies in New York. Pyong- 
yang's Foreign Ministry 
-u»d it would never repeat 
the incident and pledged to 
work for peace on the 


peninsula. 

On Monday.- os Washing- 
ton hinted at new food aid, 
Pyongyang said it would 
attend a briefing on four- 
party peace talks proposed 
in April bv South Korean 
President Kim Young-Sam 
and U.S. President Bill 
Clinton. 

The four-pany talks en- 
visage the two Koreas try- 
ing to work out a permanent 
peace treaty on the peninsu- 
la. in a state of tense con- 
frontation since the 1950-53 
Korean War. with Washing- 
ton and Beijing playing a 
support role. 

KCNA Tuesday repeated 
its claim that the sub “inci- 
dent" had been accidental. 

After the Shark-class sub- 
marine ran aground on the 
South's east coast. 24 of the 
20 crew were either killed 
during a massive manhunt, 
or found dead — apparently 
killed by colleagues to 
avoid capture. 

A sole crewmember was 
captured, and the one who 
slipped through the dragnet 
was belived either to" be 
dead or to have managed to 
slip back North. 

Meanwhile. North Korea 
was offered a New Year’s 
gift fmm the United States 
after officials in Washing- 
ton said they were consider- 
ing providing more food aid 
that would stave off loom- 
ing famine. 

South Korean officials 
Tuesday said they were 
working out details of a 
briefing on peace talks that 
Pyongy ang agreed to attend 
after offering the apology to 
South Korea. 


They said they anticipated 
a briefing on four-party 
peace talks offered by the 
United States and South 
Korea with North Korean 
and China late in January. 

Cargill, the world’s largest 
grain trading company, was 
awaiting U.S. Treasury De- 
partment approval to sell up 
to two million tonnes of 
grain into famine-stricken 
North Korea. 

U.S. officials said they 
were considering easing 
trade sanctions against 
North Korea to allow baiter 
deals. 

The United Naiions World 
Food Programme is expect- 
ed to make on official 
appeal shortly and the 
United States was expected 
to offer S6 million, the offi- 
cials said. 

The officials said Cargill 
may be issued a licence to 
export an initial 500.000 
tonnes of food. 

North Koreans have been 
scrabbling for edible roots 
to stave off hunger as a 
result of floods that have 
devastated harvests for two 


years running. 

With winter approaching 
— and fuel oil supplies pre- 
cariously low — North Ko- 
rea is desperate for help to 
fill its empty ginneries. 

It was not clear what kind 
of grain Cargill w ould try to 
barter, but analysts in Seoul 
said ihc proposed shipment 
of two million tonnes would 
go fur towards helping the 
most vulnerable North Ko- 
reans — panicularly preg- 
nant women and infants — 
.survive the cold. 


S. Korean unions threaten 


more strikes in New Year 


SliDl'L »R » — Smith Ko- 
ic.j's unions marked the 
New Ye.tr holidays by call- 
ing oil -strikes over a contro- 
tcisral Jjhour law. hut 
Threatened lo wage fresh 
action early next year, this 
time targeting the public 
sector. 

Having brought chaos to 
motor vehicle " mtuiufaci ur- 
ine ami shipyards, the out- 
lawed Korea Confederation 
o'. Trade Unions iKCTUl 
Monday declared a bicuk to 
spare the public over the 
liotidavs. 

The nation’s largest timb- 
rel !j union group, ilic Fede- 
ration of Korean Trade Un- 
ions 'iFKTU ' followed suit 
Tuesday, calling for mem- 
bers to postpone strikes 
until Jan. II. 

In a statement, the federa- 
tion >aid: "We arc postpon- 
ing the strikes in ouler to 
g.ijher our strength lor u 
f. •tiger, more determined 
viriigeie." 

The unions are demanding 
the government withdraw a 
labour law pushed through 
parliament last week that 
gives companies the right to 
lay off employees, hire tem- 


porary workers and replace 
strikers. 

South Korean police de- 
tained eleven representa- 
tives of the Korean Confe- 
deration of Trade Unions 
Tuesday as they attempted 
to deliver a petition to 
President Kim Young-Sam 
demanding that the labour 
law be revoked. 

About 40 unionists head- 
ed for a hot spring resort in 
northern Chungchong 
province, where Mr.~Kim is 
spending the New Year hol- 
idays. 

"Twelve were detained by 
rior police, but one was im- 
mediately released.” union 
official Min Dong -Won 
said. 

The confederation said 
that 49 union members have 
been detained since the 
strikes began on Dec. 26. 
All but the most recent ele- 
ven unionists have been 
released. 

The two umbrella groups 
claim an aggregate L7 mil- 
lion members in most of 
South Korea’s major indus- 
tries. including auto manu- 
facturing. shipbuilding and 
public sector services, such 


us subways and hospitals. 

No date was set for the 
resumption of the FKTU’s 
industrial action. However, 
the federation said it would 
immediately launch strikes 
again “if the government 
and employers uy to resolve 
the issue with force.” 

The more militant KCTU 
said it will ask unions of 
automakers, shipyards, me- 
tal workers and manufactur- 
ers to walk out again Friday 
after a two-day New Year 
holiday. 

Unionised employees at 
hospitals, the Hyundai 
Group, construction and 
chemical firms and white- 
collar workers will join 
them on Jan. 6. On Jan. 7. 
subway and broadcast un- 
ions are set to strike, the 
confederation said. . 

The FKTU said its second 
round of strikes will be led 
by unions in the public and 
vers ice sectors. 

President Kim Young- 
Sam’s ruling New Korea 
Party pushed through the 
labour law at a clandestine 
session of the National 
Assembly Thursday. 


Burma 
arrests 47 
following 
student 


unrest 


BANGKOK (AFP) — Bur- 
ma’s military junta Tues- 
day blamed the opposition 
led by Aung San Suu Kyi 
for recent student protests 
here and said 47 people 
were in custody for their 
involvement in die unrest. 

Speaking at a press con- 
ference, military intelli- 
gence chief Khin Nyunt 
said 47 people, including 
13 members of Ms. Suu 
Kyi’s National League for 
Democracy (NLD) re- 
mained in detention fol- 
lowing the student unrest. 

“The NLD together with 
other underground ele- 
ments are found to be the 
main instigators of recent 
student unrest,” Gen. Khin 
Nyunt said in a two-hour 
speech, presenting his case 
with an array of photo- 
graphs and documentary 
evidence. 

NLD officials said on 
Dec. 22 that 64 members of 
the main opposition party 
had been picked up after a 
spate of student protests on 
the streets of Rangoon ear- 
lier this month. 

Gen. Khin Nyunt. who 
did not take any questions, 
did not specify how many 
people were arrested in 
connection with the student 
demonstrations but said the 
47 were the only ones left 
in custody. 

He also hinted that the 
NLD may have been in- 
volved in a Christmas day 
bombing of a Buddhist 
shrine in Rangoon in which 
five people were killed and 
another 17 were wounded. 

Gen. Khin Nyunt accused 
the Karen National Union 
(KNU) and the All Burma 
Students Democratic Front 
(ABSDF) rebel groups of 
carrying out the bombing 
with the help of “above 
ground destructive ele- 
ments” in Rangoon. 

Although he did not di- 
rectly mention the NLD. 
analysts said he was obvi- 
ously referring to the oppo- 
sition party, which is often 
called a party of “destruc- 
tion! sts” in the official 
press. 

The head of Burma’s mil- 
itary intelligence said a 
joint KNU-ABSDF bomb 
squad had been plotting the 
attack since student pro- 
tests broke out in Rangoon 
in October and crossed the 
border into Burma in early 
December. 

He also defended the 
handling by the military 
authorities of the student 
protests — which brought a 
security crackdown in the 
capital — saying that the 
delicate handling of the sit- 
uation had prevented 
chaos. 
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winter has returned to its normal freezing temperatures between minus 17 and mums 27 degrees Leg 
photo) m 

300 people trapped for fifth day in Russia tu 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Rescuers battled for the fifth consec- 
utive day ag ains t harsh weather conditions to free some 300 
people trapped by avalanches in 3 tunnel in the Caucasus 
Mountains in southern Russia, Interfax reported Tuesday. 

Some 100 rescuers were trying to blow up piles of snow 
clogging the entrance to the four-kilometre long Rokski 
Tunnel, Interfax said, citing a spokesman for the Russian 
Ministry of Emergency Situations. 

He said it should take another two days to clear the road 
and free those imprisoned inside the tunnel. 

Interfax earlier said that the travellers had been freed 
Monday, but the ministry dismissed the report as false. 

It said however that a few people had been evacuated via 
the southern side of the Rokski Mountain Pass, in Georgian 
territory. 

Rescue teams have been working relentlessly since 
Friday, braving freezing fog and heavy snowfall, to free the 
travellers and their 120 vehicles after avalanches blocked 
the Transcaucasus Highway through the area. 

. On Sunday rescuers trudged by foot through snow to take 
food and warm clothes to the trapped passengers. 

Fog prevented helicopters from taking part in the opera- 
tion. the ministry spokesman said. 

Meanwhile, the death toll climbed Monday as appalling 
weather continued to grip Europe and North America, 
bringing chaos to transport services and causing a number 
of freak accidents. 

At least 80 people have so far died from the record low 
temperatures, with fatalities recorded in virtually every 
country from Russia in the east to Spain in the west. 

The homeless and elderly were inevitably the hardest hit. 
In France, three,, mote people sleeping jpugh. were found 
dead over the weekend, bringing the overall toll to LO.in a 
week as temperatures slumped to their lowest for 34 years. 

The bodies of two homeless were discovered in the streets of 
Madrid Monday, taking the number of dead in Spain to five. 

Temperatures plunged to a 10-year low of minus 37 
Celsius ('minus 36 Fahrenheit) in Poland, where the number 
of fatalities has risen to 28. Most of the victims were home- 
less or those too poor to pay their heating bills, though 
some were reported to have gone to sleep in the snow after 
drinking too much vodka. 

Romania's Premier Victor Ciorbea appealed to police to 
go to the aid of the homeless after at least 20 died from the 
cold there. 

Ten people were reported to have died in Moscow during 
the past week, and some 250 were hospitalised suffering 
from the effects of cold as night-time temperatures plunged 
to minus 30 Celsius (minus 22 Fahrenheit). 

Other deaths were reported in Austria; the Czech 
Republic, Germany and Italy. 

Meanwhile in Canada, mainland southern British 
Columbia and Vancouver Island were bracing themselves 
Monday for a gigantic thaw and inevitable floods after suf- 
fering their worst snowstorms on record. 

Officials in Victoria said the roof of one apartment build- 
ing had already collapsed under the weight of the record 
snowfall, with up to 80 centimetres falling in places. No 
one was injured in the collapse. 

Services were gradually getting back to normal following 
the cancellation of virtually all flights into and out of 
Vancouver international Airport late Sunday and the sus- 
pension of public transport services in Vancouver and 


ae a 70- I 
ice apd , i 


Victoria. ■’ 1 V;" 

Ferry services between Vancouver and VancouvetTsland 
were also cancelled, and the army called in to -deaf-with 
hundreds of stranded motorists. f : r 

Over the border. Washington State Governor Mil^ Lowiy 
declared a state of emergency in 12 western counties, 
mobilising National Guard troops to contend with the after- 
1 math of a massive snowstorm over the weekend. -■•#•:•. i. 

Mr. Lowry, speaking on NBC Television, calledjie dis- 
aster "probably the worst snowstorm statewide that we've 
had in 50 years.” He later said he could only hope resulting 
floods do not reach the proportions of record' floods in 
February that cost the state S300 million. . v.-J. . 

Conditions were expected to worsen as mountain snow 
levels rise and swollen streams breach their banks. All 
rivers in southwestern Washington and several in Oregon 
were under a flood warning, and voluntary evacuations 
have begun. ’.’ • . 

All east-west routes across the Cascade Mountains .were 
closed as far south as Oregon’s Interstate 84. where a 70- 
kilometre stretch was buried under heavy snow, 
snowstides. 

The extreme cold brought with it a spate of freak acci- 
dents. 

In the Czech Republic, two men died when a central heat- 
ing boiler exploded because of frozen pipes. 

In Britain, a 50-year-old couple drowned at Grays, near 
London, when they plunged into a frozen lake to try to save 
their labrador dog. The dog swam to safety. 

In the Normandy town of Rouen, hospitals were inundat- 
ed as some 130 pedestrians were admitted in the space . of 
several hours Monday. suffering from s£>rainjj$pd 

fractures after the town’s streets were' 'trausfQorje.e^l^ a 
skating rink by black ice. , /ri “ 

Exceptional snowfalls hit' the French Mediterranean 
island of Corsica, cutting off roads and causing a super- 
market roof to collapse. 

The Italian authorities put neighbouring Sardinia on alert, 
where heavy snowfalls are forecast until Jan. '3., Further 
south, the 300 inhabitants on the tiny island of Linosa near 
Sicily have been cut off for the past six days due to moun- 
tainous seas. • 

Animal protection organisations in Rome warned that 
thousands of birds were likely to perish because the frozen 
ground was preventing them feeding. Ducks an^herons 
were also reported to be trapped in iced-up lakes:, 5 !' 

The cold in Italy has already proved too 7 ^u<ih for 
Penelope, a 1 2-year-old hippopotamus on the roaiwith the 
Berlin Circus, who died in the northern town OfSldinese 
. after contracting pneumonia. ^ 

European transport networks were also widely, disrupted. " 
The German national carrier Lufthansa cancel led^&out 40 
•’domestic flights Monday morning as the majority_of the 
country’s airports were under snow and ice, with-feankfurt 
worst hit. 

In the north of Italy, Genoa Airport was dosedfMonday 
after a blizzard swept the city. ^ 

Still in northern Italy, three people died and tas&otbeis 
were seriously injured in a head-on collision between a 
locomotive and a passenger train. Rescue officiate^ die 
site said the' extreme cold may have caused th&aifway 
switching system to malfunction, putting the trafiffeento a 
collision course on the single-track line. ^ ■' 
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Up to 48 bodies recovered after India train blast 


GUWAHATI, India (R) 
— Rescuers recovered 
up to 48 bodies from a 
packed train ripped by 
a bomb in northeastern 
India, but authorities 
Ibesday held out hope 
that many fewer died 
than the 300 initially 
believed killed. 

Three of the train’s 15 
carriages — each 
crammed with 75 to 100 
people leaving on the 
New Year holiday — 
were destroyed in the 
blast after the train left 
Kokrajhar Station in 
Assam state for Delhi 
around 7 p.m. (1330 
GMT) Monday, police 
said. 

There was no immedi- 
ate claim of responsibil- 
ity for the attack, which 
authorities blamed on 
Bodo tribal guerrillas 
who have waged a sepa- 
ratist struggle for near- 
ly a decade. 

By late morning 
Tbesday, 48 ’bodies had 
been recovered and 58 
wounded had been 
taken to hospitals, a po- 
lice spokesman in Ko- 
krajhar told Renters by 
telephone. 


bodies had been recov- 
ered so far. The govern- 
ment said 49 people had 
been wounded, includ- 
ing 26 seriously. 

Initially darkness and 
the remoteness of the 
region hampered res- 
cuers and compounded 
confusion over the 
number of dead and 
wounded. 


Sensapani is seven 
kilometres west of Ko- 
krajhar, a centre of Bo- 
do separatist activity. 

Authorities believed 
explosives had been laid 
on the railway track, 
not in a train carriage, 
and that there may 
have been two or three 
blasts, Mr. Dutt said. 

Ten carriages hurtled 


Soon after the explo- off the track, including 
sion, a senior police the three destroyed in 


officer in Assam's capi- 
tal Guwahati said at 
least 300 people were 
believed dead. 

Officials' said more 
victims were expected 
to be found in tbe tan- 

f led wreckage in 
ensapani, 200 kilome- 
tres west of Guwahati, 
but probably fewer 
than initially feared. 

“There might be 
more, bat not 300,” 
D.N. Dutt, inspector- 
general of pouce in 
Assam state, told 
Reuters by telephone. 
“That (300) is an exag- 
geration.” 

“It appears that these 
figures were given by 
somebody who did not 
know,” KJK. Gupta, a 


♦ - fc fe2! govern- senior Railway Minis- 
ment in DeHu issned a try official, told Reuters 
statement that said 33 in New Delhi 


the explosion, he said. 
Two of the carriages 
plunged into a river, be 
said. 

Few details were avai- 
lable from the remote 
region, some 12200 kilo- 
metres from New Delhi. 

“It is difficult to 
extract the bodies from 
the bogies (carriages),” 
the police spokesman in. 
Guwahati said. “It will 
take a long time.” 

Police said militants 
had used a remote-con- 
trolled device to blow 
up the Delhi-bound 
Brahmaputra MaiL an 
express train named 
after the sacred river 
that flows through 
India’s northeast 
Local news agencies 
said wire believed to 
have been attached to 
the explosives 


was 


found at they- site. 
•Rescuers had fa cut 
through the foetal 
frames of Ijpmb- 
scarred carriages to 
pull out tbe victims, the 
Press Trust of-jwlia 
said. . ~ 

At least 1,000 people 
were travelling oBrthe 
train, according to offi- 
cials. Most of the; pas- 
sengers were believed 
to be hoUdayniakers 
heading for Deflu to cel- 
ebrate the New Year. 

The Bodos are one of 
many tribes in^hiRy 
. northeastern India and 
among dozens;; of 
groups waging^P 3 ” 
ratist campaigns&cross 
the country. 3 

The animist Bodos 
have demanded J^sep 3 ' 
rate tribal state^o^f 1 
of the Brahinapofta Ri- 
ver since the.£® ar iy 
1980s, and thdcca™- 
paign .took a jffbi® 11 * 
turn at the end’# 
decade. 

At least 

died in violence wated 
to the Bodo strode* 0 . 1 * 
independence, tb? Uni- 
ted News of Indi^said* 
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Coalition partner urges Milosevic 


to respect opposition victories 


BELGRADE, Yugoslavia 
Agencies) — Opposition 
patters invited their sup- 
Skiers ro a New Year's Eve 
jdf on Belgrade’s streets 

jOte&u: .Tuesday, after the first crack 

' V^ppepred in Serbian Presi- 
* dent Slobodan Milosevic's 
coalition. 

Although small, Serbia's 
New Democratic Parry 
would deal a blow to Mr. 
Milosevic’s coalition gov- 
ernment if it were to pull out 
to protest the annulment of 
NtW- 17 local election wins 
• ’ by the opposition. 

1 The moderate-leftist party 

pointedly did not rule that 
' ' t; * 1 <! ;j . got saying Monday that it 

i' jsi.i 'Vl! " l,ll,, ui considering all its 

' ‘ ‘ i . ^options in. its insistence 
. '^upoa “full democracy.” 

«V III A'// v ‘We will never participate 

- * ' ** '»/(/ l lihi. other in revolution or dicta- 

1 * torship” party Vice-Presi- 
dent Zarko Jokanovic said. 

Dissent within the coali- 
tion further buoyed the 
opposition, elated Sunday 
. by a declaration from a 
group of army officers that 
they would never turn their 
weapons against the demon- 
■ strarors. 

In Montenegro, Serbia’s 
partner in the Yugoslav Fe- 
deration, parliament passed 


a resolution Tuesday urging 
that “the truth be established 
about the election results iiL. 
a democratic manner,” the ? 
official Yugoslav News 
Agency, Tanjug. reported. 

The opposition had called 
for rough criticism of Mr. 
Milosevic’s “bloody dicta- 
torship," but the ruling par- 
ty’s milder formulation won 
out. 

The Fonet independent 
news agency said the reso- 
lution implicitly called for 
Mr. Milosevic to respect the 
finding of international me- 
diators that the opposition 
had won the majority of 
votes in 14 Serbian cities, 
including Belgrade. 

Students urged Mr. Milo- 
sevic in a New Year’s mes- 
sage to accept the conclu- 
sions of international fact- 
finders. who declared Fri- 
day that the opposition won 
elections in 14 communi- 
ties, including Serbia’s two 
largest cities, Belgrade and 
Nis. 

The Organisation for Se- 
curity and Cooperation in 
Europe urged Mr. Milosevic 
to concede defeat, and gave 
him until Thursday to reply 
to its findings. 

“It seems we are one step 


from democracy, but it’s 
been a long time since 
we’ve been so close to civil 
war,” the students said in 
the statement faxed to the 
Associated Press. 

“With every day of hesita- 
tion we are further from the 
world that we desperately 
long for." the students told 
Mr. Milosevic. “Now is the 
time to act like a statesman, 
with honour and determina- 
tion.” 


Opposition leaders invited 
their supporters to a New 
Year’s party in the streets of 
Belgrade, starting with a 
masked ball Tuesday after- 
noon, and an evening walk 
organised by student pro- 
testers, and ending with a 
big bash including top ac- 
tors and musicians. 

An invitation printed in 
Monday’s newspapers said 
revelers should bring can- 
dles, sparklers or an alarm 
clock that will ring at mid- 
night sharp. It said a Christ- 
mas tree would be erected in 
Republic Square, and ' that 
people could leave their 
New Year's wishes on pie- 
ces of paper under the tree. 

Dress was expected to fea- 
ture heavy parkas and boots 


port urging it to recognise 
the opposition victory in 


Ghanaian takes on job from helV at U.N. today 


UNITED NATIONS (AFP) 
— Kofi Annan takes over as 
U.N. chief Wednesday amid 
hopes that the_Ghanaian’s 
appointment will bring 
improved relations with the 
world body’s main contrib- 
utor. the United States. 

His predecessor, 74-year 
old Boutros Ghali of Egypt, 
who was^ backed by France 
fora second term, saw UJM. 
relations deteriorate with 
Washington over the past 
two years. 

For U.S. public opinion. 
Dr. Ghali became identified _ 
‘'With the U.N. failures in 
^ Somalia and Bosnia. But 'He-' 
also sinned in U.S. eyes by. 
taking an independent stand 
on issues such as Iraq and 
the Middle East. 

Mr. Annan, 58, who said 
in a recent television inter- 
view that a friend had 
described his new post as “a 
job from hell,” has made it 
clear that a main priority 
will be ensuring that Wa- 
shington pays its arrears. 

While keeping a steady 
hand on reform efforts dur- 
ing his five-year term, and 
refusing to rule out more 
[ staff cuts, the soft-spoken 
, Annan also intends to seek 
consensus on the role of the 
United Nations as the world 


body prepares to enter the 
next century. 

As former undersecretary 
general for peacekeeping, 
he plans to develop U.N. 
readiness to intervene in cri- 
ses before they become full- 
scale conflicts. His main fo- 
cus will be on his own con- 


tinent. 

In his new job. Mr. Annan 
will walk a tightrope as the 
servant of 185 nations 4n the 
General Assembly where 
some states are more equal 
than others — particularly 


the “big five” in the power- 
ful U.N. Security Council. 


to all. 

Mr. Annan’s election on 
Dec. 17 by the U.N. General 
Assembly was warmly wel- 
comed by U.S. President 
Bill Clinton. 

When U.S. Ambassador 
Madeleine Albright tele- 
phoned Mr. Annan to con- 
gratulate j him , she told him 
that it was the first time that 
such a “special relation- 
ship" would exist between a 
U.S. secretary of state and a 
U.N. secretary general, a 
U.S. official said. 

Mrs. Albright is currently 
nominee for - secretary of 


Mr. Annan's relationship 
with the five states with 
veto power — Britain. 
China, France, Russia and 
the United States — will be 
particularly crucial.. 

Washington vetoed Dr. 
Ghali’s reelection to a sec- 
ond term, theoretically be- 
cause he was not sufficient- 
ly committed to reform. 

Mr. Annan, described as 
an “honest broker” by dip- 
lomats who worked with 
him on Bosnia, stresses that 
he will preserve the inde- 
pendence of his office. He 
notes that as a U.N. insider, 
having spent his entire 
career in the U.N. system-, 
his “track record" is known 


state. 

Clinton administration of- 
ficials are confident that 
with the change at the U.N. 
helm, the Republican-domi- 
nated Congress will now 
agree to pay the $1.3 billion 
in arrears owed to the 
United Nations — almost 
half of the total $2.2 billion 
owed to the organisation by 
member states. 

Congress had linked any 
payment to the departure of 
Dr. Ghali. saying that more 
reforms were needed. 

Although the New York 
Times reported Monday 
that Coagress had rejected 
the latest U.S. plan to clear 
the debt, a U.S. permanent 


representative to the United 
Nations, Edward Gnehm, 
told reporters here that he 
was “not nearly as pes- 
simistic as the article.” 

Other U.N. officials are 
also optimistic that the new 
U.N. chief will be more inc- 
lined to be a team-builder 
than his predecessor, who 
was accused of arrogance 
by his detractors. 

General Assembly Presi- 
dent Razali Ismail of Ma- 
laysia told AFP that be 
hopes to work with Mr. An- 
nan to “unblock every as- 
pect of the- glitches we- have, 
with 1 the major countries,- 
particularly the U.S." ’ 

Getting fresh U.S. commit- 
ment to the United Nations, 
where Washington has been 
attacked by its partners for its 
failure lo pay its dues, could 
lead to progress on reform in 
a number of areas. 

Dr. Ghali leaves New 
York Wednesday for a stop- 
over in Paris on his way to 
Egypt where he plans to 
write books. 

Mr. Annan and other U.N. 
officials insist that despite 
his ouster by the Americans, 
Dr. Ghali will be positively 
judged in the history books 
for his tenure as the first 
post cold-war U.N. chief. 


Rwanda opens genocide trials in north-east city 
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BYUMBA, Rwanda (R) — 
A former secondary school 
teacher appeared in court 
Tuesday for the first geno- 
cide trial in this tea-growing 
north eastern city. Rwanda’s 
deputy' justice minister said. 

Gerard Gahima told re- 
porters the trial of Francois 
Bizimana which opened in 
Byumba Tuesday would be 
followed by. more trials later 
ia the day. Mr. Bizimana is 
accused of participating in 
the 1994 slaughter of an es- 
timated 800,000 Tutsis and 
moderate Hutus. 


“Like in Kigali yesterday, 
we are trying to put some of 
the leading people on trial,” 
Mr. Gahima said. 

The first genocide trials in 
Rwanda opened Friday in 
the southeastern town of Ki- 
bun go. where two. men 
pleaded not guilty to organ- 
ising massacres. Two other 
men appeared in court Mon- 
day in Kigali but their cases 
were immediately ad- 
journed. 

Those convicted on char- 
ges of taking part in the 
1994 mass slaughter face 


the death penalty. 

About 90,000 Rwandans 
are crammed into jails after 
being accused, of taking part 
in the 1994 slaughter by 
Hutu troops, militias and 
mobs after the as sas matron 
of Hutu military strongman 
Juvenal Habyarimana. 

On Monday, two human 
rights groups hailed the start 
of genocide trials in Rwan- 
da but slammed the court 
hearings as superficial and 
flawed by a lack of defence 
lawyers. 

The Paris-based Interna- 


tional Federation of Human 
Rights Leagues (flDH) and 
the New York-baied Human 
Rights Watch/Africa said 
they ..."welcome! the hold- 
ing of trials in Rwanda but 
deplore serious irregulari- 
ties." 


An exiled Hutu refugee 
lobby group — the Rally for 
the Return of Refugees and 
Democracy in Rwanda 
fRDR) — has also de- 


nounced Rwanda’s judicial 
move as “kangaroo courts." 


Cold blamed for Eurostar tunnel breakdown 
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PARIS (AFP) — French rail 
authorities said Tuesday the 
cold was apparently to 
blame for the breakdown of 
a Eurostar passenger train 
which had to be towed out 
of the Channel Thnnel. 

The SNCF rail body said 
the train, which broke down 
in the tunnel while en route 
from London to Paris 
Monday evening, suffered a 
problem with its engine due 
lo a difference in tempera- 
ture inside and outside the 
tunnel. 

French technicians were 
investigating the high-speed 
train, which was towed to 


the Calais end of the tunnel, 
and would give a definitive 
reason for the breakdown, 
an SNCF spokesman said. 

Bui he said: “Snow got 
into the engine casing while 
the train was outside, and 
once in the runnel, where 
the temperature is always 
25-30 degrees, the melting 
snow stopped the motors." 

The breakdown was the 
latest blow' for the Channel 
Tunnel operators, already 
hit by a fire in November 
which has reduced services 
through the Franco-British 
link. 

It came amid an unseason- 


ably severe cold snap has 
gripped many parts of 
Europe for the best pan of a 
week 

The Eurostar train left 
London. at 3:53 p.m. (1453 
GMT) Monday with 469 
passengers on board, the 
spokesman said. It was re- 
ported broken down in the 
tunnel at 7:05 p.m., and at- 
tempts were made to restart 
the motor there. 

After 20 minutes it was 
decided to bring another lo- 
comotive to tow the train 
out, and it eventually 
reached the terminal on the 
French side at 10:05 p.m.. 


according ro the SNCF. 

Passengers were ■ trans- 
ferred to another TGV and 
eventually reached F*pris at 
1:00 a.m. Tuesday. '.Train 
services through the mnnel 
were disrupted for several 
hours following the |inci- 
dem. I 

Earlier a spokesman! for 
Eurotunnel, the operators of 
the Channel Tunnel. Said 
the fault appeared to have 
been on the train, and could 
have had something to do 
with the extreme cold 
weather conditions. \ 
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for partying in the snow that 
was falling steadily. 

Addressing some 60.000 
anti-Milosevic demonstra- 
tors in Belgrade Monday, 
opposition leader Vuk 
Draskovic urged the leaders 
of Montenegro to boycott 
the federal parliament. 

“Even Europe and the 
United Stares cannor help us 
as much as small Monteneg- 
ro," Mr. Draskovic said. 

Tuesday’s Dnevni Teleg- 
raf newspaper reported that 
Novak Kiljbarda, president 
of one of the two parties in 
the Montenegrin opposition 
coalition National Concord, 
was demanding “hard evi- 
dence that the Montenegrin 
regime has opted for de- 
mocracy and that it’s defi- 
nitely turning its back on the 
policy of the Belgrade dicta- 
tor" 

The small republic’s rul- 
ing Democratic Party of So- 
cialists, who are allied with 
Mr. Milosevic, opted for a 
.mild expression of concern. 

France warned Belgrade 
Tuesday that it risked inc- 
reasing isolation if it refused 
to implement the recom- 
mendations of an OSCE re- 



Students walk imitating prisoners in front of police cordon in Belgrade’s central pedestrian zone during a protest 
against election rigging in Belgrade centre Monday (Reuter photo) 


municipal elections. 

Foreign Ministry spokes- 
man Jacques Rummelhardt 
called on Mr. Milosevic to 
offer talks as quickly as pos- 
sible with opposition protes- 


tors on the streets of the Ser- 
bian capital. 

“If the Serbian authorities 
refuse a full and honest imp- 
lementation of the recom- 
mendations, they risk isola- 


tion and will be turning their 
backs on the full reintegra- 
tion of (Belgrade) into the 
international community," 
he said. 

“We warn them against 


any such temptation. We 
therefore today again call 
for restraint, but above all 
for the rapid stun of a real 
dialogue with the opposi- 
tion." he added. 


Rivals plan 
1st Bosnian 
parliament 


Russian troops to leave 


Chechenya before polls 


session 


SARAJEVO (R) — Bos- 
nia's inter-ethnic presiden- 
cy agreed Monday to set 
the first peacetime session 
of parliament for Jan. 3. 
ending weeks of obstruc- 
tion by Serb leaders. 

The parliament, which 
was elected in polls held 
lasoSepteraber. is supposed 
to govern Muslim-Croat 
“and Serb sectors of Bosnia 
but has yet to convene be- 
cause of manoeuvring and 
stalling by former combat- 
ants, mainly Serbs. 

But on Monday the col- 
lective presidency, which 
includes Serb nationalist 
leader Momcilo Krajisnik, 
Muslim President Alija 
Izetbegovic and Croat rep- 
resentative Krcsimir Zu- 
bak, announced it wanted 
parliament to meet Friday. 

The Bosnian Serbs had 
linked their attendance to 
the parliament to objec- 
tions over the venue for ca- 
binet meetings. 

The impasse was re- 
solved after the Serbs 
backed an agreement in 
which the cabinet meetings 
would alternate between 
Serb and Muslim-Croat 
Federation territory. 

The accord worked out 
between the co-chairs of 
the cabinet, known as the 
Council of Ministers, 
paved the way for the par- 
liament session, said Mi- 
chael Steiner, deputy to the 
International High Repre- 
sentative to Bosnia. 

“1 think this is good 
news.” Mr. Steiner told re- 


MOSCOW (R) — Russian 
troops will complete their 
withdrawal from Chechen- 
ya before elections in the 
rebel province called for 
Jan. 27 to elect a president 
and parliament. Russian 
news agencies quoted offi- 
cials as saying Monday. 

But different officials 
made conflicting statements 
on when exaedy the with- 
drawal, which is a part of a 
peace deal struck with sepa- 
ratist rebels, could be com- 
pleted. 

ITAR-TASS quoted the 
chief of staff of the Interior 
Ministry Forces, Pavel 
Maslov, as saying some 
8.000 servicemen under the 
ministry's command will be 
withdrawn from Chechenya 
by jan. 5. 

Interfax quoted sources in 
the armed forces' general 
staff as saying its troops are 
also to leave Chechenya by 
Jan. 5. The sources said 
there are altogether 400 ser- 
vicemen of the aimed for- 
ces remaining in Chechen- 


But RIA news agency la- 
ter quoted commander of 
Interior Ministry Forces 
Anatoly Shkirko'as saying 
that the pullout will go 
ahead according to plan and 
that the last units will leave 
Chechenya by Jan. 20. 

It was not clear why the 
pullout dates varied so 
widely. Officials were not 
available for immediate 
comment. 

Russia's military com- 
mand in Chechenva has 


said it would pull out its last 
combat unit from Chechen- 


ya by Monday, leaving only 
logistics and transport units 
behind. 

But the general staff sour- 
ce quoted by Interfax men- 
tioned some combat units 
of the 205 Motor Rifle Bri- 
gade as still remaining in 
the southern region. 

Under the peace deal 
signed on Aug. 3 1 , Moscow 
promised to withdraw its 
forces, which were sent to 
Chechenya in December 


1994 to quell the region's 
independence bid. 

Tens of thousands of peo- 
ple have died in 21 months 
of the unpopular war in 
which Russian troops have 
suffered many humiliating 
defeats. 

The rebels agreed lo post- 
pone by five years a deci- 
sion on Chechem a’s politi- 
cal status, but their leaders 
make little secret of their 
desire for full indepen- 
dence. 

Under their pressure. Pre- 
sident Boris Yeltsin earlier 
this month abandoned the 
idea of keeping rhe 205th 
Brigade and another bri- 
gade of Interior Ministry 
Forces permanently in Che- 
chenya and ordered a com- 
plete withdrawal. 

The separatist leadership 
has called local elections 
for Jan. 27 to elect a Che- 
chen president and parlia- 
ment. 

They have been pressing 
Moscow to complete the 
pullout by that date. 


Sri Lankan forces attack 


Tamil rebel bases in east 


porters. 

Mr. Steiner, who helped 
mediate the discussions, had 
accused the Serb side last 
week of obstructing efforts 
to form a central post- war 
government for Bosnia. 

He recommended a “time 
out" in negotiations for se- 
veral days after last week's 
talks collapsed. 

Diplomats had warned the 
Bosnian Serbs they would 
miss out on vital re-con- 
struction aid if they blocked 
joint governing bodies 
devised to reunite the coun- 
try after 3-1/2 years of war. 

“Apparently they (Serb 
leaders) have realised that 
in the end they would hurt 
mainly the Serb people in 
Bosnia-Herzegovina if 
they insist on something 
which cannot lead to a con- 
sensus," Mr. Steiner said. 


COLOMBO (R) — Sri 
Lankan army special forces, 
backed by aircraft and 
artillery, launched an offen- 
sive against Tamil Tiger 
rebels in the eastern jungles 
early Tuesday, military offi- 
cials said. 

“We’re trying to flush out 
terrorists from their jungle 
bases," a senior military 
official said. ‘The offensive 
was launched after , intelli- 
gence reports of a terrorist 
build-up in the area.” 

Troops of the army's elite 
air mobile and independent 
brigades were scouring the 
jungles of Batticaloa dis- 
trict. about 20Q kilometres 
from Colombo, officials 
said. 

They were supponed by 
artillery and air force 
ground attack aircraft while 
die navy patrolled offshore 
to prevent Liberation Tigers 
of Tamil Eelam (LITE) 
rebels escaping by boat, 
they said. 

There were no immediate 
reports of fighting, but mili- 
tary officials said the opera- 
tion was centred around the 
Maha Oya-Chenkaladi 
Highway, a supply route for 


the military, connecting 
Batticaloa to the interior. 

The rebels usually with- 
draw in the face of the 
advancing army, military 
officials said. 

The Tigers, fighting for an 
independent homeland for 
minority Tamils in the north 
and the east of the predomi- 
nantly Sinhalese island, 
have stepped up attacks in 
the easL Military forces are 
thin on the ground there 
after they recaptured the 
rebels’ northern Jaffna 
peninsula stronghold early 
this year. 

Two weeks ago. a Tiger 
suicide bomber killed one 
of eastern Sri Lanka’s 
senior police commandos in 
Batticaloa. The bomber 
rammed his motorcycle into 
the jeep of the deputy chief 
of the police Special Task 
Force (STF), near Karativu. 

In a separate incident the 
same day, seven soldiers 
were killed in northeastern 
Weli Oya when soldiers 
bathing in an irrigation tank 
set off a mine laid underwa- 
ter by the rebels. 

The Tigers overran an 
STF camp at Pulukunava in 


Amparai districL adjoining 
Batticaloa. the week before, 
killing 36 security person- 
nel. It was the Tigers’ 
biggest attack on govern- 
ment forces in more than 
two monrhs. 

The military launched an 
offensive against guerrilla 
jungle bases shortly after 
the attack, but the rebels 
abandoned their camps and 
withdrew without a fight. 

The STF withdrew from 
at least four of their camps 
after the attack, raising fears 
among Sinhalese villagers 
in the area that they might 
be vulnerable to rebel 
attacks. 

The .military's eastern 
commanders have repeated- 
ly complained they were 
short of troops to dominate 
the region after several ba- 
ses were closed and troops 
redeployed in the north for 
the offensive to capture 
Jaffna. 

The government says 
more than 50,000 people 
have died in the war. now in 
its 14th year. The LTTE say 
the toll is much higher. 


15 wounded in shooting during Central Africa march 
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BANGUI (R) — Troops loyal to Central African Republic 
President Ange-Felix Patasse and mutinous soldiers 
fxchanged fire in the capital Monday after a march by civil- 
ians demanding Mr. Patasse ’s resignation, witnesses said. 

Interior Minister Jean Willvbiro-Sacko told Reuters 12 
members of the security forces and three civilians were 
wounded in dashes following the break-up of the protest. 

Some witnesses and the rebels spoke of up to four deaths. 
The government formally denied the reports. There was no 
independent confirmation either way. 


The impoverished Central African nation is in the grip of 
its third army mutiny of ihe year. Four African leaders sent 
by a Franco- African summit negotiated a truce earlier this 
month. 

The shooting broke out about a kilometre from the city 
centre as or after the march involving several thousand peo- 
ple dispersed, according to differing versions of events. 

Some witnesses said security forces broke up the march, 
which began in populous districts controlled by the muti- 
neers. Others accused loyalists of firing at the marchers. 


Government spokesman Theophile Ndouba told state 
radio that mutineers had attacked government forces under 
cover of the march “so as to indulge in looting." 

A rebel spokesman told a private radio station the rebels 
had taken prisoner a police academy director. 

A precarious calm later returned ro the capital. 

French troops who are stationed in Bangui and who inter- 
vened in May under a defence pact to keep Mr. Patasse in 
power were not drawn into Monday's incidents, the wit- 
nesses said. 


A spokesman for the African mediating team. Gabonese 
Colonel Ibaba Alioune, told Reuters thev were investiaat- 


The mutinies, which began in April, were initially over 
pay but developed into demands, backed by the opposition, 
that Mr. Patasse step down. The latest revolt began in mid- 
November. 

Mr. Patasse, elected 1993, has dismissed the demands as un- 
constitutional. The mutiny has turned into bloody feuding bet- 
ween his Bava tribe and Yakomas who dominate rebel ranks. 
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A year of difference 


YESTERDAY MARKED the end of 1996, a year 
full of events, promises and setbacks world- 
wide especially in the Middle East. On a global 
level, we. the peoples of the earth, were 
nowhere close to replacing hunger, disease, 
repression and conflict with self-sufficiency, 
social justice, democracy and peace. AIDS and 
cancer, to mention only two most commonly 
known fatal diseases, have yet to be conquered. 
Poverty and unemployment are still rampant in 
many corners of the world. The divide between 
the haves and have-nots has been widening 
instead of being bridged. By the same token, 
the gap between the rich and poor in most soci- 
eties even in the most advanced industrial 
nations has also not been narrowing. 

To this day expenditure on arms and mass 
destruction weapons remains high. The envi- 
ronment is still being continuously damaged. 
Morality and ethics are victims of persistent 
erosion almost everywhere in the world. 
Materialism is on the rise invariably at the 
expense of spirituality and humanitarianism. 
Armed conflicts between countries have not 
subsided either. Extremism in practising 
nationalism and religion have also afflicted 
many communities with a vengeance. Depriving 
people of their most basic human rights is still 
a feature of many societies. 

In this part of the world, in particular, there 
has been a great deal of disappointment and 
unfulfilled promises. About this time last year, 
our region was going to be the beneficiary of a 
unique and unprecedented wave of euphoria 
and optimism about not only achieving peace 
but also building on it in terms of development 
and progress. Peace, some of us had thought, 
would bring harmony among all peoples in the 
Middle East leading at long last to ending the 
cycles of extremism and violence and turning 
swords into ploughshares. 

This year, 1997, might not be much different 
from 1996. But if each one of us. especially 
those who are in positions of leadership and 
responsibility, make an extra effort to make it 
different then it will be. Millenarians, whether 
Jewish, Muslim or Christian, may wish to see 
the decade end up with an Armageddon and the 
advent of each one's paradise. Those among us 
who believe that man's destiny is what man 
makes of it must resist. We all need to join 
hands to avert destruction and misery and 
advance peace and harmony. Our future need 
not be dictated by our conflict-ridden past. On 
the contrary, u vision of progress and prosperi- 
ty and security for all mankind has to predom- 
inate — und succeed. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


THE PALESTINIANS arc right to reject an Israeli 
demand to pursue what the)’ consider as terrorists into 
the city of Hebron following the redeployment of the 
Israeli forces in the Hebron urea, said Fahed Fanek, a 
WTiler for Al Ra'i. This is not a small matter because if 
the Israelis enter the areas under Palestinian self rule, 
trouble w ill ensue and the Palestinian police could be 
involved in street battles with the intruders, he said. The 
writer noted that if Israel is given the right of “hot pur- 
suit" into the Arab territory, its forces will feel free to 
enter Arab lands at will, under any pretext. Also, such a 
right would mean that the Palestinians are controlling 
the Arab areas only on temporary basis and serving as 
protectors of Israeli interests, he added. The friction 
that could ensue w hen the Israeli troops enter the Arab 
areas would not only cause further bloodshed, it would 
also mean a return to the cycle of violence that threat- 
ens p^cc and stability in the region. The Palestinians 
arc quite capable oF controlling their own internal 
affairs and are quite confident of handling security mat- 
ters. said the writer, adding that Israel’s hot pursuit 
demands should be totally rejected for the sake of 
ensuring the sustainability of peace. 


IN HIS address to a public rally in Tafileh, the prime 
minister declared immediate government plans to help 
deal with unemployment and poverty issues in Jordan, 
something which brought optimism and hope to the 
audience, said Mohammad Daoud, a writer for Al 
Dostour. But. said the writer, the problem does not lie 
in the creation of jobs us much as it is connected, with 
people's tendency to shun manual work. In his remarks, 
the prime minister said that the jobs now taken up by 
the guest workers fur more exceed the number of 
Jordanian job seekers, many of them living in the 
Tafileh region, said the writer. Most of the available 
jobs in Jordan are manual and arc filled by non- 
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Jordanians because local job seekers desire to have 
clerical jobs, although manual work earns them more 
income, added the writer. He said there is no shame in 
manual work, noting that many university graduates are 
currently employed as taxi drivers or construction 
w orkers and shop assistants in Amman. The writer said 
that the government cannot on its own resolve unem- 
ployment and poverty problems without the collabora- 
tion of the public. 


The Washington Watch 


By Dr James Zogby 


Top ten stories of 1996 revealing the 
‘parochial attitude of the U.S. press’ 


AT THE end of 1996 there 
is a clear and deep divide 
that exists between U.S. 
and Arab opinion makers. 

During my recent two 
week, four- country visit ro 
the Arab World. I had the 
opportunity to hear die 
views of a number of gov- 
ernment leaders, newspa- 
per editors, and business- 
men regarding the key 
issues facing the region. 

Two issues appeared to 
be of paramount concern. 
The election of Likud's 
Benyamin Netanyahu as 
prime minister of Israel has 
caused a trauma still being 
felt in Arab capitals. The 
dangers that a Likud gov- 
ernment poses to the trou- 
bled Middle East peace 
process go well beyond the 
Palestinian, Lebanese and 
Syria fronts; many fear that 
a collapse of the peace 
process will result in 
renewed hostility, regional 
instability and a growth of 
extremism. 

Of equal importance are 
the dilemmas posed to the 
region by the policies pur- 
sued by the regimes in 
power in Iraq and Iran. 

Though weakened by war 
and with its population suf- 
fering from Lnieniatioaal 
sanctions, most Arab lead- 
ers and opinion makers 
agree that the Iraqi regime 
of President Saddam 
Hussein remains a short- 
term regional problem and 
threat: a problem because 
the regime appears to be 
incapable of reforming 
itself; and a threat because 


An emboldened and 
unchecked Iran poses a 
longer threat that causes 
concern well beyond the 
Gulf countries mainly due 
to the support that regime 
is held to provide to 
extremist movements in the 
broader Middle East. 

While focused on these 
regional issues, Arab lead- 
ers and opinion makers 
also have been closely fol- 
lowing developments with- 
in the U.S. in 1996. 
Specifically they ask how 
well their concerns are 
understood in the U.S. the 
impact a second Clinton 
term will have on U.S. pol- 
icy towards the Middle 
East and what policy direc- 
tion. if any. they can 
deduce from the appoint- 
ments to the administra- 
tion's new foreign affairs 
team. 

Throughout the Middle 
East there is a clear appre- 
ciation of the fact that U.S. 
policy and public opinion 
play a crucial role in shap- 
ing present Middle East 
political realities and future 
possibilities. 

While the serious respon- 
sibilities imposed by world 
leadership are felt by U.S. 
officials who carry out pol- 
icy, unfortunately, U.S. 
opinion shapers apparently 
do not share this world 


it maintains an aggressive 
and repressive force that 
creates fear ar i instability. 


view. 

The parochial attitudes of 
the U.S. press are revealed 
in the results of a survey 
released late last week. The 
Associated Press conduct- 
ed a poll of 1 S l U.S. news- 
paper editors and broadcast 
news executives in order to 
determine their assessment 


of the top ten news stories 
of 1996. 

According to those media 
leaders, the top story of 
1996 was the crash of TWA 
flight No. 800. That was 
followed by the 1996 pres- 
idential elections, the bomb 
that exploded in the 
Olympic village, and the 
arrest of the suspected 
■‘LTnabomber." 

The remaining top ten 
stories as ranked by U.S. 
news executives were: the 
crash of a U.S. plane in 
Florida (5); the vote of the 
U.S. Congress to end wel- 
fare (61; the Olympic 
games in Atlanta (7); the 
shut-down of the LT.S. gov- 
ernment in January fS); the 
booming U.S. economy 
(9); and the winter storm of 
January 1996 (10). 

The first foreign policy 
story (and the only Middle 
East-related story to make 
the top 20 list) to warrant 
the U.S. editors’ attention 
was the bombing of the 
U.S. military barracks in 
Saudi .\rabia that took the 
lives of 19 Americans. That 
story ranked 14, followed 
by number 16: Bosnia, 
number 19: Boris Yeltsin’s 
reelection, and number 20: 
the tragedy in Rwanda. 

A sex scandal in the U.S. 
Army, reports of life on 
Mars, and testimony by 
O J. Simpson ranked high- 
er than Rwanda. 

A more realistic assess- 
ment of the world's major 
news stories came from 
another survey, also pro- 
duced the Associated Press. 
That poll of 139 news exec- 
utives in 40 countries 
placed developments 


between Israel and 
Palestine as the third top 
story of the year — right 
after the reelections of Bill 
Clinton and Boris Yeltsin. 
These international editors 
ranked events in Rwanda 
number four and the 
Bosnian elections number 
eight. 

The near-sightedness of 
the U.S. editors is quite dis- 
turbing, especially in light 
of the significant efforts 
made by U.S. officials to 
pursue Middle East peace 
in 1996. The altitudes of 
the editors also appear to 
be quite out of step with the 
coverage they have given to 
developments in the 
Middle East during the past 
year. 

Throughout the year. 
Middle East issues have, in 
fact, become major front 
page stories. President Bill 
Clinton has repeatedly 
invested his personal pres- 
tige at various stages of the 
peace process. He visited 
the region, convened emer- 
gency summits in 
Washington and Egypt. 
U.S. envoys have been reg- 
ularly dispatched to the 
region and a stream of 
heads of state have been to 
the White House in 1996. 

A list of the top ten sto- 
ries (not in order of impor- 
tance) that have drawn 
major U.S. official involve- 
ment and significant press 
attention in 1996 would 
include: the Palestinian 
elections; the wave of ter- 
ror bombings that rocked 
Israel and the Sharm Al 
Sheikh su mmi t convened 
by President Clinton; the 
devastating Israeli bombing 


of Lebanon and U.S. 
efforts to end the hostili- 
ties; the Israeli elections 
and the visits of IsraeJi and 
.Arab leaders to Washington 
following those elections 
and the Arab summit in f 
Cairo; the violence created 
by the opening of the tun- 
nel in Jerusalem and the 
Emergency Summit con- 
vened in Washington: the 
visit of French President 
Jacques Chirac to the 
Middle East exposing long- 
simmering tensions over 
U.S. efforts to exclude 
Europe from the Middle 
East diplomacy; the bomb- 
ing in Saudi Arabia; U.S. 
reactions to Israeli settle- 
ment policy; the crisis in 
Iraq; and the Friends of 
Lebanon conference in 
Washington. 

In fact it might be fairly 
said that nowhere else in 
the world has the U.S. 
invested so much combined 
political, military and 
financial resources in 1996 
as it has in the Middle East. 

And yet, despite the com- 
pelling U.S. interests in the 
Middle East, the significant 
investment the U.S. has 
made in die region and the 
dramatic stories that have 
erupted from the region in 
1996, U.S. editors and 
news executives did not 
recognise those realities in 
their rankings. 

This troubling gap in 
U.S. media perceptions 
may itself be one of the top 
stories of 1996. It certainly 
should be recognised by 
Middle East leaders as one 
of their top challenges to 
confront in 1997. 


Palestine by proclamation — the right time for it 


THE SETTLEMENTS grow, 
the talks stagnate and the 
prospect of Palestinian frus- 
tration leading to endless vio- 
lence grows apace. Is there a 
way for Yasser Arafat to avert 
the coming explosion and 
make Israelis once again take 
the “peace process" scrious- 
ly? 

Mr. Arafat has few instru- 
ments at his command other 
than gestures, and gestures 
can often prove empty. Even 
so, this could be the moment 
to take a risk — and proclaim 
Palestine independent. He 
has in fact done it before, in 
Algiers on Nov. 15. 1988. 
Some 60 countries recog- 
nised the new- state almost at 
once, and as many again have 
done so since. Nothing hap- 
pened. But this time it just 
might be different. 

One reason is that outside 
opinion has shifted Mr. 
Arafat’s way. Most of the 
democratic world was hugely 
pleased to sec the success of 
the Oslo peace effort, and 
distinctly apprehensive when, 
in May 1996. Benyamin 
Netanyahu was elected 
Israel's prime minister, bring- 
ing with him a Likud-led 
government hostile to the 
concept of a land-for-peace 
deal on which the accords 
rest. Still, the world was 
ready to wait and see. It has 
now done so. and the evi- 
dence suggests that Mr. 
Netanyahu is not prepared to 
contemplate serious bargain- 
ing over basic issues, includ- 
ing borders and settlements. 

For their part. the 
Palestinians have dow ngrad- 
ed their expectations. All they 
insist on. they say. is that 
Israel should implement 
agreements already signed: 
not so much over Hebrcn 
(about which there is now lit- 
tle dispute) but on “further 
redeployments r something 
that sounds boringly techni- 
cal but isn’t Under an agree- 
ment signed in J995. Israel is 
supposed in the next year or 
so to give the Palestinians full 
(rather than just civicl control 
over the villages where most 
West Bankers five, and to 
move its army out of most of 
the eoumxyside. Since Mr. 
Netanyahu is deeply reluctant 
to do any such thing, he 
seems to be suggesting that 
the two sides skip redeploy- 
ment and move briskly into 
the final-status talks. There, if 
present circumstances are 
any guide, he can make sure 


that nothing happens at all. 

It is this prospect that 
makes a renewed declaration 
of Palestinian independence 
seem less outlandish. Mr. 
Arafat could argue that a 
Palestinian state already 
exists, recognised by most 
countries. He could go on to 
acknowledge that the 
Palestinian National 

Authority (PNA) is, in effect, 
a Trojan horse for an elected 
Palestinian government with 
an executive, a legislature, a 
judiciary and its own security 
forces. He would then apply 
for membership of the United 
Nations. 

What would all this 
achieve? It would preempt 
time-wasting arguments 
about what the Palestinian 
“entity ’’ should eventually be. 
More important, it would 
raise the sights of the peace 
process. Instead of an inde- 
terminate crowd of former 
guerrillas and exiles begging 
for “concessions’’ from the 
all-powerful state that defeat- 
ed them, the negotiations 
would be between two states, 
equal under international law 
even if fur from equal in brine 
power, and the talks would be 
about borders, security and 
perhaps a shared capital. 

Of course, Israel would not 
accept this straightaway. Yet 
the notion of a Palestinian 
state is no longer anathema to 
most Israelis; the Labour 
Party did not oppose it in its 
latest election manifesto. And 
wiih the peace process stuck, 
there is an argument for 
building a stronger founda- 
tion for the time when it 
eventually unsticks itself. 

By giving Palestine interna- 
tional standing, membership 
of the U.N. could help 
cement that foundation. 
Palestine already has observ- 
er status. Were it to gain full 
membership, it would be no 
more curious than some other 
U.N. members. Its alphabeti- 
cal neighbour. Palau, lor 
instance, is a fully sovereign 
and independent state of 
1 5,000 people on 340 Pacific 
islands with its own 
American zip code. It makes 
no pretence of being respon- 
sible for its own defence. 
Palestine would have to 
accept its own defence limita- 
tions. 

China and Russia would 
support Palestine. Two other 
members of the Security 
Council. France and Britain, 
have expressed support for 


eventual statehood. For a 
while at least. Britain, which 
likes to make the recognition 
of other states technical 
rarher than political would 
nitpick about the criteria. Is 
Palestine a defined territory’ 
over which sovereignty is not 
seriously contested? And has 
it effective control over terri- 
tchy and population? A fuzzy 
yes can be given to both 
questions. Israel has not 
claimed sovereignty over the 
Palestinian land it conquered 
in 1967, East Jerusalem apart 
(admittedly, a crucial excep- 
tion). Egypt administered 
Gaza but never asserted sov- 
ereignty over it. Jordan 
renounced all claims to the 
West Bank in 1988. And the 
PNA. with its sometimes bru- 
tal security forces, does con- 
trol most of the people in the 
territory, if not most of the 
land itself. 

What. then, would the 
United States do? Optimists 
argue that it was the all-per- 
vading paralysis of the 
American election that 
helped to send the peace 
process spiralling down- 
wards. Now that Bill Clinton 
is safely into his second term, 
he can. they hope, rise above 
his reputation as Israel’s 
favourite president. Might he 
support Palestine’s applica- 
tion to join the U.N.? He 
should. If Palestine were a 
recognised state within the 
United Nations, it would 
increase the hope of a peace- 
ful Middle East. But the real- 
ity is that American public 
opinion has not been pre- 
pared for it, and Mr. Clinton, 
however, exasperated he is 
with Israeli policy, is not, at 
present, likely to stick his 
neck out for the Palestinians. 

This is the biggest objec- 
tion to a unilateral declara- 
tion of independence. 
America is the only country 
that can influence Israel. A 
l •’lestinian UDI would be 
iu.-n by many Americans as 
provocative, drawing atten- 
tion away from Israeli back- 
sliding and robbing the 
Palestinians of whatever 
sympathy they may currently 
enjoy. A cynic might argue 
that Mr. Arafat would do bet- 
ter to wait until Israel had 
unambiguously shown its 
contempt for the peace 
process, openly reneging on 
its 1995 agreement on the vil- 
lages. Yet to wait for that 
might be to await the shed- 
ding of lots more blood. 


Another objection is that 
after UDI the Palestinians 
could find themselves worse 
off. They might jeopardise all 
hopes of regaining control of 
their villages. They might see 
renewed border closures, 
even occupation of areas 
already handed over. And so 
they might. Yet these are 
risks they run anyway. 

It has long been accepted 
that there can be no confident 
peace in the region until the 
Israelis believe themselves 
secure and the Palestinians 


LETTERS 


Media manipulation 


To the Editor: 


THIS REFERS to the article “Hopes wane fof Kashmir 
hostages at second Christmas in captivity” (Jordan Times. 
Dec. 25, 1996) where it is stated that they have been kid- 
napped by Muslim rebels. 

Fighting in Kashmir for a separate state has been going on 
since 1947. This problem, left over by the British at the time 
of partition in 1947. is a political issue and not a religious one. 
It is amazing to see how easy it becomes to distort the facts 
and relate political issues to a specific religion at the conve- 
nience of the press. Everyone knows that the group holding 
the four captives is doing so for political reasons and not 
because of religious beliefs, so why call them Muslim rebels? - 

I have yet to see an article talking about Christian terrorists, 
or rebels, fighting for Ireland, even though hundreds of peo- 
ple have been killed in the process. When it comes to Ireland, 
we talk of one political party fighting for freedom. 

I am sure that if die Okalahoma blast or the present Peru cri- 
sis took place somewhere in the Middle East, they would have 
been branded as an action of Muslim terrorists. 

For the sake of keeping religion out of politics. I wish peo- 
ple who control the press start projecting Kashmir. Palestine, 
Chectaenya or Bosnia as political and not religious issues. 


Qasim Mohammad, 
Amman, 11181. 


Dial a pet 


To the Editor: 


THE SOCIETY for the Protection of Animals would like to 
warn pet owners that there is good reason to believe that cat 
and dog thieves are at work in and around Amman. If anyone 
has recently lost a pet, we are willing to help, — might be’able 
to tell you where it is — if you call us. 

In case we cannot help on the spot, a detailed description of 
the lost cat or dog could help us do the job; we will certainly 
contact you as soon as we find it 


Chris JLarter, 
Field Officer, 

Jordanian Sodety for the Protection of Animals, 

Wadi Seer, 
Amman, 

TeL 865451. (Office hours), 
Fax. 865452. (.Office). 
TeL evenings. 815782. 


believe their rights restored. 
Neither of these things can 
happen, absolutely. But an 
established state should give 
the Palestinians the confi- 
dence to accept the restric- 
tions — on guerrilla move- 
ments, arms and foreign pol- 
icy — that are vital if the 
Israelis are to be confident 
too. A declaration .of inde- 
pendence is a risk worth run- 
ning. 


The Economist 
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By Ali Kassay 


THE START of a newyear 
is a nice time for reflection 
on things old and new. 
The passage from one year 
to another is a moment 
where one takes stock, of 
things past- As one gears 
up to face the new year, 
one’s thoughts seem to 
wander nostalgically to 
activities and institutions 
that have been dropped 
and abandoned. 

Take, for instance, the 
old Arab institution of the 
public bath. The “ham- 
mam" used to be one of 
the principal focal points 
of any Arab community's 
social life, and has even 
made its way into Arab lit- 
erature and history, to say 
nothing of other lan- 
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guages. 

There was excitement on 
bath day. Having a thor- 
ough scrub and rinse in hot 
water used to be an occa- 
sion to which people 
looked forward with, 
excitement and enthusi- 
asm. This happy feature of 
every major Arab city has 
lost its frmetion with the 
introduction of running 
water... Or has it ? 
Actually, this sentence 
may have been accurate of 
Amman until the very 
recent past More specifi- 
cally, until Amman started j 
upgrading its water net- t 
work. 

"The old pipes, it is true, 
had a habit of bursting fre- 
quently dne to their old 
age and inadequacy po 
cope with increased 
demand. Therefore, the 
Jordanian, solution was to 
replace them with new and 
improved pipes that sur- 
pass by streaks the perfor- 
mance of the old ones. . 

The new pipes do not 
need the pretext of old age- 
in order to burst. Such is 
their self confidence’jhal 
they explode the day after 
they had been laid down, 
which is very good for the 
fight against unemploy- 
ment. Workers are now 
constantly occupied ' (fig- 
ging up the holes that they 
had refilled the day before 
to stop the fountains . -that 
have erupted overnight. 

This new situation has 
also introduced a more 
equitable system for the 
allocation of water. The ■ 
old system of rationing, 
that had given rise to so 
many complaints, has been 
replaced with a new one 
where water flows freely 
and constantly in the 
streets, and anyone who 
wishes can simply help 
himself to it. With the 
improvement of the water 
network, the only place 
where - you cannot- find 
water is now the reservoirs 
placed in each house to 
hold water for the use of 
the inhabitants. 

My humble abode, for 
instance, was strategically 
located on the main" line 
that fed Zahran Street, 
which is awash with 
embassies, government 
offices and residences-of 
VIPs. As a result, we did 
not feel the ravages of the 
water shortage, even in 
years of drought. 
Upgrading the water net- 
work has clearly reduced 
waste by conveying water 
directly to VIPs without 
squandering it on mere cit- 
izens; because since then, 
our reservoir has become 
as empty as a parliamen- 
tary debate. As in.thedays 

of old. the prospect of a 
bath is now wrapped in 
anticipation and excite- 
ment. *. ‘ 

I just wonder rf the 
Ancient Mariner was not 
talking about Amman 
when he lamen ted: 

“Water, water, everywhere. 

/ Nor any drop to drinh-7 
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olt Leaving ‘96 behind, ‘97 may be a happier year 
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l q] Begum Shaista Ikramullah. a former member of the 
Pakistani National Assembly, a former Ambassador and the 
/a 1 i pother of HRH Princess Sarvath El Hass an. inaugurated, 
Vj I fjjl while in Amman to attend the engagement of her grand- 
^ daughter HRH Princess Rahma Bint A1 Hassan to Mr. AJa’a 
, , Batayneh, the Quaid-e-Azam Hall at the Pakistani embassy. 

The event, which took place on Dec. 26 and was attended 
, by Deputy Prime Minister Abdullah Ensour as well as 

1 ‘ i:.- parliamentarians and other Jordanian official guests, com- 
pemorated the anniversary of the birth of (Quaid-e-Azam) 
•; J Mohammad Ali Jinnah, the founder of Pakistan. Begum 
Ikramullah. the first woman from a Muslim Indian family to 
' . ■ obtain a Ph.D.. inaugurated, besides the hall, a photograph- 

■■>... . jo exhibition about Jinnah ’s life at the embassy, stressing 
V...‘ die importance of keeping his memory alive not only 
"v • ■ among the people of Pakistan but among all Muslims as an 
../example of moderate and enlightened leadership. Many 
members- of the large Pakistani community in Jordan 
. -i [. anended the occasion which was hosted by the ambassador. 
: vr. Ali Sarwar Naqvi. and his wife Meher. 
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ROYAL PACKAGE FOR JORDAN: To mark the new 
year, the Royal Hashemite Court’s International Press 
Office (IPO) has prepared an elegant and useful package of 
information materials on Jordan. The package consists of 
“The 1997 Jordan Diary” and a CD-ROM about the 
Kingdom. The diary is comprised of four parts: A compre- 
hensive overview of Jordao, a 1997 agenda/planner, a maps 
section, and an intensive collection of references and offi- 
cial documents. The CD-ROM offers a colourful, interac- 
tive approach to discovering the Kingdom. “With the eyes 
of the world focused on the Middle ^East, we believe thar 
both The 1997 Jordan Diary and the CD-ROM will offer a 
refreshing and informative perspective on our country,’’ the 
IPO, which is headed by HRH Princess Ghida Talal. told 
those who were presented with the royal package. Insiders 
say that die IPO office team put in almost six months of 
hard work to produce the package, which was ultimately 
presented on behalf of Their Royal Majesties King Hussein 
and Queen Noor. 



Jordanians too wish him well. 


EUROPEAN EXPERT ON SPEAKING TOUR: The 
delegation of the EU in Amman has just hosted Albert 
Maes, an economist by profession, for a speaking tour at 
two of Jordan’s public universities and the recently found- 
ed Institute of Diplomacy. Mr. Maes, who joined the EC in 
1959. served in several key posts until his retirement in 
1995. He served in Belgrade. Bangkok and Tel Aviv as 
head of the EU missions there. His itinerary in Jordan 
included visits and lectures at the Centre for Strategic 
Studies at the University of Jordan; Yarmonk University, 
Irbid; The Institute of Diplomacy and the World Affairs 
Council. Mr. Maes lectures tackled issues concerning EU 
institutions, monetary policy and political union, its 
Mediterranean policy as well as EU-Jordan relations. 


Begum Shaista Ikramullah (centre). Deputy Prime Minister Abdullah Ensour and Mrs. Naqvi view the 
Quaid-e-Azam Mohammad Ali Jinnah photo exhibition, which Begum Ikrainullah opened on Boxing 
Day 


London-based joint committee of the two above mentioned connections to a range of Internet services, 
federations to be distributed to various automobile clubs 
around the world. 
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INDONESIAN DIPLOMAT ON THE GO: The head of 
the information and cultural section at the Embassy of 
Indonesia in Amman. Bonggit Has Tarihoran, is leaving his 
post to return home. Mr. Tarihoran has been in Jordan for 
almost five years, having finished another tour away from 
home, in Sweden. Upon his departure, Mr. Tarihoran bid 
farewell to Jordan and spoke affectionately of the years he 
spent here. He thanked the Jordanian people for their 
“incomparable hospitality" and said he made many friend- 
ships and that his stay in the Kingdom was “an enriching 
experiences.” 


MEDA — DEMOCRACY PROGRAMME: While at it, 
we mighr tell you that the active EU delegation here also 
has granted ECU 73,000 to the Arab Women Organisation 
of Jordan (AWO) in order to help implement a Democracy 
for Grassroots project designed to combat gender discrim- 
ination. The project is financed under EU's MEDA- 
Democracy Programme, which was recently established for 
the support of democracy, rule of law, civil and socio-eco- 
nomic rights and protection of vulnerable groups and aims 
at developing women’s political empowerment with 
emphasis on human rights issues. The project, hence, con- 
centrates on ensuring greater participation of women at 
grassroots level in the 1997 general elections, training 
women candidates in the skills of lobbying coalition-forma- 
tion and negotiation in preparation for the elections and dis- 
seminating information dealing with gender-sensitive 
issues. The Democracy for Grassroots project is the first 
among a series of projects in Jordan which have been 
approved for funding under the 1996 budget of MEDA- 
Democracy. 






Sharif Shaker Ben Zeid, chairman of Global One 
Communications (Jordan) Ltd-, (right) presents 
Omar Sal ah Sarhau of Hertz Rent-A-Car in Aqaba 


with a round-trip ticket to London and an expense- 
paid one-week holiday prize. Mr. Salah was the 


J.T. INTERNET CONNECTIONS: Since the Jordan 
Times went on line (under construction) nearly three 
months ago, without the fanfare that accompanies such 
events, it has taken some Internet users time to notice us. 
But notice they have, and with that, some congratulatory 
messages have been flowing in. The one we most recently 
received was a short but friendly E-Mail message from 
Israel’s English daily, 1 the Jerusalem Post. The message 
read: “Hi there. Welcome to the Internet Hope this venture 
is a success for you. Best regards." The message was 
signed by “Derek Fattal & the Internet Crew.” 


winner of a competition sponsored by Global One 




HRH Princess Ghida Talal 
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RACJ ISSUES FILE: On a less ambitious level, but in line 
with the Kingdom’s aims to publicise its tourist attractions 
to the world, the Royal Automobile Club of Jordan (RACJ) 
has just published a Tourist File. In order to prepare the file, 
the RACJ benefited from its ties with international federa- 
tions such as the Paris-based Federation Internationale De 
L’ Automobile (FI A) and the Geneva-based Alliance 
Internationale de Tourisme (AID. The file is of due impor- 
tance to tourists and visitors of the Kingdom's historic sites 
as it contains valuable information concerning different top- 
ics such as entry formalities, currency and other important 
documentations. The RACJ has sent copies of the file to the 


GLOBAL ONE WINNER: Still in the information filed, 
Omar Salah Sarhan of Hertz Rent-A-Car office in Aqaba lit 
the jackpot last week by winning a one-week “all-expense- 
paid" holiday in London from Sprint Jordan. Mr. Salah was 
one of 718 contestants who faxed their answers to Global 
One Communications (Jordan) Ltd. (Sprint Jordan), an 
international telecommunications service prorider, chaired 
by Sharif Shaker Ben Zeid. This was no trivial pursuit: You 
either had to be a subscriber to Global One services, some- 
one who is up to snuff on who’s who and what's what in this 
domain, or a Global One competitor to answer the questions 
about the company's services. The competition was adver- 
tised .during November in local papers, and the five ques- 
tions centred on the differences between the Global Inremer 
and local BBS forums. Global One Communications is at 
present the only company in Jordan providing live Internet 


SPECIAL MESSAGE FROM RHEIN: A special mes- 
sage was sent to Jordan from Eberhard Rhein, the European 
Community head of the Mediterranean, Near East and 
Middle East Directorate, who retired from his post in 
October. In his message, Mr. Rhein, spoke fondly of this 
country, of the people he met. and the things he has seen. 
Mr. Rhein, said that despite the current pessimistic mood in 
the region, he remained upbeat. In his message, which was 
carried by Euro-Jordan Newsline, the newsletter of EU del- 
egation in Amman, Mr. Rhein said Jordan still has a lot to 
be proud of as it disposes “the only resource that really mat- 
ters for the well-being of a country: The intelligence and the 
energy of its people." Owing to the industriousness and the 
farsightedness of its political leadership, Jordan has over- 
come the crisis of the early 90’s, he added. “In a nutshell, 
looking to the future, I feel very confident, for Jordan.” 


CHANGE OF PERSONNEL ON “THE ROAD”: 
Meanwhile, news has it there is change at the weekly 
Islamist newspaper A1 Sabeel, which in Arabic means 
“road.” Director of Islamic Action Front Press Office Jamil 
Abu Baker is succeeding Deputy Hamzeh Mansour as 
chairman of the : board of. directors of that publication. Ajqf 
Jolaru, .pn.ihe bfyr jtancL vwU be appointed as, chief edify ' 
replacing Hilnu Asmar, who remains vice r president of die 
Jordan' Press Association, having been elected to thar post 
earlier this year. According to a source at AJ Sabeel. these 
changes will “provide the weekly with a spirit of develop- 
ment and change which will be supportive of Director 
General Saud Abu Mahfouz's stances.” Whatever this 
means, there are confirmed reports, that the authorities have 
closed down the regional office of the Muslim Palestine 
magazine (Falastine AJ Muslima). The magazine, known 
for being a Hamas mouthpiece, said the officials called the 
magazine's director general Abdul Aziz Omari on Thursday 
and asked him to close down the magazine since it does not 
have a licence from the government. A source at the maga- 
zine condemned the act which he said came five years after 
the opening of its offices in the Kingdom. The magazine is 
issued in London, published in Beirut and edited in Amman. 


1997: FOR CHILDREN’S SAKE: To end on a happy 
note, though, we must tell you of an upcoming occasion that 
will be held to benefit children in 1997. Under the patron- 
age of His Majesty King Hussein, the Geneva-based 
Welfare Association, a non-profit foundation for humanitar- 
ian and development assistance, will host a concert at the 
Jordan Inter-Continental Hotel on Jan. 8, 1997. The concert, 
a piano recital of classical music performed by a Palestinian 
pianist, Salim Abbud Ashkar, will be held under the theme: 
“For the Children's Happiness.” The event's profits will be 
entirely used in a number of projects aiding Palestinian chil- 
dren. 

Maria Bizri 


How Israeli politicians spoiled Jerusalem’s unique character BOOK REVIEW 


City Of Stone (Makom Sliel Esh) 

Univeriiy of California Press; 274 pp.; $24.95/ £19.95 


MERON Benvenisti has devoted much of his^ life to 
Jerusalem, his native city, and written about it extensively. 
His most recent book on the city cannot be ignored by any- 
one concerned with its Future. The book, published by Dvir, 
is called Makom Shel Esh, which means “Place of Fire;” the 
English title is City of Stone (Univerity of California Press; 
274 pp.; $24.95/ £19.95). Written brilliantly, with a unique 
combination of scholarly objectivity and intimate love for 
the city, it will offend many of those who claim vociferous- 
ly that* an undivided Jerusalem must be Israel's eternal cap- 
ital. But if they have a shred of intellectual honesty, they 
must stop shouting and relate rationally to the facts and 
arguments that Benvenisti presents. 

Benvenisti *s credentials are impeccable. He stems from 
an ancient, eminent Sephardi family with claims to descent 
from King David His late father, David Benvenisti. was an 
influential educator, one of the first to emphasise what later 
became a major element of Zionist education: Learning to 
love the land of Israel “through one's feet” by hiking 
through it, David Benvenisti also served for many years on 
die committee for naming the streets of Jerusalem. Meron 
served as deputy mayor of Jerusalem under Teddy Kollek 
soon after (he 1967 war. Later he obtained a doctorare in 
urban history from Harvard. For many years he ran an inde- 
pendent research institute in Jerusalem, devoted to gather- 
ing information about just what was going on in the West 
Bank. He is famous for declaring that the presence of the 
settlements is “irreversible” (which is not to say that he 
favours them). In the last municipal elections he was elect- 
ed to the Jerusalem City Council but gave up the seat 
wcause he found it too boring to maintain himself in per- 
petual and ineffectual opposition. Along with his prolific 
political and historical writings. Benvenisti. an unabashed 
bon vivunt. also writes restaurant criticism. 

In Makom Shel Esh he grapples with the problem of 
Jerusalem as the focal point of the dispute between the 
Israelis and Palestinians. Full of pertinent information and 


apt quotations from historical documents, the book briefly 
examines the history of the city, going back to antiquity; it 
explores its symbolic meaning for Jews. Christians, and 
Mulsims; and it describes its present condition as an urban 
entity. Although the historical claims of King David, Jesus, 
and Salahuddin are interesting and important because of 
their emotional power, Benvenisti aigues that they are far 
less relevant to the present condition of the city than the last 
century and a half, during which the modem city took 
shape. Under the Ottomans, European powers vied for 
power and influence. Christian sects competed with each 
other, and the Jews grew in relative strength. Then, under 
the British Mandate, the present-day rivalry between Arabs 
and Jews emerged in full force, as religious zeal was fuelled 
by nationalism. The 19 years during which the city was 
divided between Israel and Jordan accentuated the geogaph- 
ical separation between Arabs and Jews. Then, during the 
nearly 30 years since Israel became the ruler of the entire 
city, it experienced accelerated physical development, 
which Benvenisti decries as a violation of the city's essen- 
tial character. He shows that Israeli urban planning for 
Jerusalem since 1967 has been politically motivated, view- 
ing “the physical space as a battlefield which must be take 
over and defended against ‘the Muslims and Christians.'” 
He continues: “The planning decisions that have deter- 
mined the image of Jerusalem for many generations were 
not made at the drafting table, but at the government’s coun- 
cil table. ... Political responses that flowed from true or 
imagined needs of the hour created long-range processes. 
With the breath of their mouths (politicians) decide ro estab- 
lish a neighbourhood, and when it rums out they have made 
a mistake, they believe they can undo it with the breath of 
their mouths. They count on professional planners to ratio- 
nalise their mistakes and offer them ways of obscuring the 
first error by means of a new' error. Patriotism — the last 
refuge of the scoundrel, of the charlatan, and of the money- 
grubber — covers all foolish action, destruction, and urban 


The rapid growth of the Jewish population of Jerusalem 
was promoted by the Israeli government. Ironically, since 


this was far from the Israeli government's intentions. 
Jewish population growth was matched by the equally 
speedy increase of the Arab population within the munici- 
pal boundaries of Jerusalem and in the surrounding areas, as 
construction workers and their families were drawn by the 
intense economic development of the city. As a result, 
Benvenisti argues, the Jerusalem metropolitan area, from 
Ramallah in the north to Bethlehem in the south, and from 
Ma'aleh Adumim in the east to Beit Shemesh in the west, is 
populated by a roughly equal number of Arabs and Jews, 
and, despite claims to the contrary, essentially divided along 
ethnic lines. 

Often violent and murderous, ethnic strife in Jerusalem 
has also been astonishingly petty and vindictive, from Arab 
harassment of Jewish worshippers at the Western Wall dur- 
ing the Mandate to Israeli suppression of symbols of 
Palestinian nationalism. Since 1967. with Israel calling the 
shots, discrimination against Jerusalem's Arab citizens has 
been blatant. Benvenisti documents this discrimination in 
Chapter 5, “The Planning of a Disaster,” where he points 
out thar, between 1967 and 1995, 23,000 dunams of land 
were confiscated from private Arab owners for “public pur- 
poses" and used exclusively to build housing for Jews. As 
Benvenisti says. ‘This was a unique conception of the con- 
cept ’public': The only legitimate public was the Jewish 
public, and therefore only it was entitled to benefit from the 
confiscations." 

We learn from Makom She! Esh that, between 1967 and 
1995, about 9,000 apartments were built for Arabs in 
Jerusalem, only a few hundred with government support, 
whereas 65,000 apartments were built for Jews. As a result, 
the crowding in Arab dwellings (2.2 people per room) is 
double that in Jewish dwellings, and some 30 percent of the 
Arab population live with 3 people per room, as opposed ro 
2.4 per cent of the Jewish population. Moreover, the munic- 
ipal services provided for the Arabs of Jerusalem, are far 
inferior to those provided for the Jews. “In 1992 Teddy 
Kollek presented the last budget proposal for which he was 
fully responsible. ... This budget came to $400 million. Less 
than 6 per cent of it was allocated to Arab neighbourhoods. 


The per capita expenditure in the Jewish sector was about 
$900, as opposed to about SI 50 in the Arab sector." 
Although Ehud Olmert has quite properly taken pains to 
point oui the failure of his supposedly liberal predecessor to 
address the needs of the Arab citizens of the city, little has 
so far been done to redress the balance. 

Political discussion about the present and future of 
Jerusalem degenerate rapidly into shouting matches. Jews 
fervently intone their slogan about their undivided, eternal 
capital, which angers the Palestinians, who holler their own 
slogan, claiming that Jerusalem must be their capital and 
angering the Jews. Benevnisti knows that you can't talk 
intelligently about the conflict until you understand the his- 
tory. geography, economy, demography, and legal status of 
the city. He knows that no discussion of Jerusalem may 
ignore the significance of the city for millions of people 
who don't live here: Jews, Christians, and Muslims all over 
the world. He also knows that, in the long run, no party to 
the dispute over Jerusalem can afford to ignore or suppress 
the other parties involved. As for a solution to the conflict 
that would leave all the parties forever satisfied. Benvenisti 
believes that it is fruitless even to look for such a thing. 
Ethnic conflict between Jews and Arabs in Jerusalem is 
endemic. Hence, in Makom Shel Esh Benvenisti advocates 
a "process oriented" rather than “solution oriented" 
approach. The conflict may be ultimately insoluble; howev- 
er, that doesn't mean you can’t mitigate the suffering of all 
the residents of Jerusalem, promote their welfare even- 
handedly, and try to avoid bloodshed. 

The concluding chapter of Makom Shel Esh is extraordi- 
narily creative. Benvenisti shows that the conflicts that set 
the living at each other's throats for centuries are reflected 
in the many cemeteries of Jerusalem. The present residents 
of the city must look up from their squabbles and acknowl- 
edge that the men and women who are buried in Jerusalem, 
people of many faiths and nationalities, also loved the 
place. Then perhaps we can rise above our differences for 
our own mutual benefit and for that of our city — Jerusalem 
Post. 

Jeff Green 
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tf This Week 


Jordan Times, Thursday, January 2, 1997 


Bugs, ozone layers I To find what is new, 


and other excuses 


By Jean-Ctaude Ellas 

COMPUTER [cchniciuns in charge of servicing the 
machine* are usually very good at finding perfectly plau- 
sible excuses for the frequent yet apparently inexplicable 
failure of the equipment. Weaknesses of the electrical cur- 
rent and users' mistakes are among the most widely used 
— and abused — ones. Scientists have now added anoth- 
er weapon to the technicians' already impressive arsenal 
of excuses and explanations — the depletion of the ozone 
layer. 

Professor James Ziegler of the IBM Research Centre in 
New Wk asserts that an average 200 bugs per machine 
and per year can be imputed to the hole in the ozone layer. 
Indeed, the highly energetic sub-atomic panicles that pen- 
etrate our planet’s atmosphere through the infamous hole 
reach the Earth practically at the speed of light and there- 
fore a I feci the functioning of microprocessors, the main 
electronic component of personal computers. The particles 
cause computer errors, malfunctions and other problems 
that professionals have hard rime explaining. 

As one knows, whatever the type of application or pro- 
gramme one is running in a PC. it always ends up in long 
scries of zeroes and ones inside the binary machine. A 
siring like "01 00 1 100 101 1" can easily be transformed into 
'll 1001 100001 1" for example (only one digit changed) 
thus lut\ ing a totally different meaning. Such a small but 
dramatic and unwanted change will have unpredictable 
results for the user. Fortunately modem computer systems 
are designed with sophisticated, automatic error detection 
and correction procedures that are transparent to the user. 


If the systems detect a string of zeroes and ones that has 
apparently no meaning or no place among the other neigh- 
bouring strings it can “fix" it instantly, restoring its origi- 
nal-contents. These correction algorithms, however, are 
not absolutely foolproof. There are cases when errors can- 
not be corrected. Ziegler attributes a certain number of 
these "uncorrectable” errors or bugs to the sub- atomic par- 
ticles that escape through the ozone layer hole. 

While the situation should drive nobody to panic, it is 
bad enough to be seriously monitored. Particularly when 
recent reports have announced that the ozone layer will 
take 50 to 70 years to recover from its current situation. So 
if your PC goes suddenly on open strike or displays errat- 
ic numbers like 250 for your number of children or 
JD999888 for your next month paycheck don't blame it on 
IBM, Compaq, Dell, H-P. Acer. Apple, Tatung, AST or 
any other well i mentioned, reputable manufacturer — 
think of the ozone layer hole first. 


JTV CHANNEL TWO WEEKLY PREVIEW 


Thursday, January 2, 1997 


2:00 Holy Koran 

2:05 Iris + Ovide & The Gang 

2:35 Out Of This World 

3:U0 Covington Cross 

3:30 Feature — Project: Alt' 

Starring: William O'Leary & Miguel Ferrer 
5:00 News Flash 

5:02 Continuation Of Film 

5:30 French Progammes 

Intcnainment Varieties 
7:00 Le Journal 

7: 1 5 Magazine — Atonies Crochus 

* J :30 News Headlines 

7:35 Pacific Station 

S:0fl The American Chart Show 

S:30 Material World 

1 0 Kung Fu — The Legend Continues 
10:1*1 News In English 

10:25 Feature Film — The Unforgivable 

Starring: John Riucr & Harley Jane Kozak 
1 2:00 Taratata 


Friday, January 3, 1997 


2:1*1 Holy Koran 

2:05 Iris — The Happy Professor & The Muppet 

Show 

2:30 Playalxuu & Flintstoncs 

3:00 See How They Grow 

3: 1 5 French Pn (grammes 

4:00 Crystal Mu/e 

5:00 New* Flash 

5 ; 02 Science & Space Encyclopedia 

5:30 French Programme 

7:00 Le Journal 

7:15 Magazine — Alio La Terre 

7 : 30 New s Headlines 

7:35 Down To Earth 

SaHi Dociimentar) — Discover Magazine 

S:3U Virtual Reality — VR.5 

9:10 Hunter 

10'iHI News In English 

1 1 >: 25 Feature Fi Im — Revenge 

Siairing: Kevin Costner & Anthony Quinn 
1 2. 30 My Good Friend 


Saturday, January 4, 1997 


5:15 

All Our Children 

6:00 

French Programme 
Magazine — Faut Pas Rever 

7:00 

Le Journal 

7:15 

Magazine — Sports Ex Musique 

7:30 

News Headlines 

7:35 

Fresh Prince Of Bel-Air 

8:00 

The Giant Nile {Documentary) 

8:30 

Album Show 

9:10 

Tycoons ( Documentary) 

10:00 

News In English 

10:25 

Hot Shots 

11:30 

O’Hara 


Monday, January 6, 1997 


2:00 

Holy Koran 

2:05 

The Muppet Show 

2:30 

Dad's Army 

3:00 

French Programme — Varieties 

3:30 

Nature’s Inventions 

4:30 

Hey Dad 

5:00 

News Flash 

5:02 

Wild Rower — Documentary 

5:15 

Dalton 

6:00 

French Programme — Magazine 
Science — Cinq Sur Cinq 

7:30 

News Headlines 

7:35 

Roseanne 

8:00 

Global Gardener (Documentary) 

8:30 

Cinema, Cinema. Cinema 

9:10 

The Lazarus Man 

10:00 

News In English 

10:25 

Under Suspicion 

11:15 

Sisters 


i 2:00 

Holy Koran 

i 2d*5 

Thu Adventure* Of Micky And Donald 

; 2.30 

Circus 

i 3:i Hi 

French Programme 

Divumem — La France Aux Mille Villages 

i 3:30 

Fiimilv Programme — Fete Des Bebes 

1 4.00 

Gilletie (Sports) 

4:30 

Chris Cross 

; 5:1 Ht 

News Flash 

5:05 

Blue Heelers 

5:15 

The Blue Heelers 

0:00 

French Programme 
Serie — Jack 

7:00 

Le Journal 

”:15 

Magazine — Ziva 

7:30 

News Headlines 

7:35 

Something Wilder 

S:»M» 

Magazine 01 

S:30 

Prism 

‘MO 

Lois & Clark — The New Adventures of 
Superman 

10:0(1 

News In English 

10:25 

Feature Film — Pride &. Prejudice 
Starring: Green Garson & Laurence Olivier 


Sunday, January 5, 1997 


2:00 

Holy Korun 

7:15 

2:05 

Jonny Quest 

7:30 

2:30 

You Bet Your Life 

7:35 

3:00 

French Programme 

8:00 

5:30 

Emcmiuincni — Week-ends Specialux 

9:10 

4:00 

World Echo (Documentary) 

10:00 

4:30 

The Famous Five 

10:25 

5:00 

News Rush 

11:15 

1 5:02 

Our World Their World — Documentary 

12:00 


Tuesday, January 7, 1996 


2:00 Holy Koran 

2:05 Budgie — The Little Helicopter 
2:20 Captain Planet 

2:40 l Love Lucy 

3:00 French Programme — Sciences Cartoon 

3: 1 5 Magazine — Momagne 

4:00 At The Zoo 

4:30 Dog House 

5:00 News Flash 

5:02 Fun With Physics 

5: 1 5 Cyclone Tracy 

6:00 French Programme 

Serie — La Lumiere Des Justes 
6: 1 5 Magazine — Extra Large 

7:30 News Headlines 

7:35 Murphy Brown 

8:00 Superstars Of Action 

8:30 Encounter 

9: 1 0 Documentary — The lost civilisation 

10:00 News In English 

10:25 Snowy River ( A Sea Of Trouble) 

12:00 Mission Impossible 


Wednesday, January 8, 1997 


Holy Koran 

The Muppet Show 

Circus 

Documentary — Earth Revealed 
Escape From Jupiter 
News Flash 

Kelly & Challenge ( Documentary ) 
French Programme 
Document — Ushuaia 
Le Journal 

Magazine — Sports Et Musique 
News Headlines 
Baker’s Field P.D. 

Challenges 
N.B.A. Basketball 
News In English 
Cobra (New Series) 

Han To Han 
Who's The Boss? 


7:00 


seek what is old 


By Samer Ghaleb Bagaeen 

IN LAST week’s, or in the article of the last week of last 
year, whichever you prefer to call it. I wrote of the need to 
find new things in which we can believe in the coming 
days and weeks. 

I am still convinced that we should do this. But, in our 
search for that which is new. we should begin by seeking 
out what is old. This means' that we turn back to our expe- 
riences and trials to see what are the lessons that can be 
learnt now, and with the benefit of hindsight. 

Again, maybe the beginning of a new year, and hopeful- 
ly new times, is not exactly the right time to say that look- 
ing back into the past is the right way forward. Maybe it 
isn’t. But it remains the most decent and most plausible 
course of action to take simply because the rime has come 
for us to learn from, and make use of, whatever we have 
been through up till now. 

We turn back to things that are, by now, familiar. We 
look back at those things that we believed we did terribly 
well at the time and those which we had also messed up or 
could have handled more smartly. 

What this enables us to do is to provide ourselves and 
our children with the opportunity to make something out 
of our future by re-examining our past. 

This is a process that demands that we not only look at 
those areas where we had gone wrong, but also where 
loads of people the world over had also gone wrong. There 
can certainly be nothing harmful in admitting being at 
fault in the present It would in fact be quite a brave thing 
to do. It would certainly be far better than having to do a 
U-tum at some time in the future. 

Once we decide that we belong to the kind of people 
who peer into the daily happenings of life in search of 
solutions, we will come across a lot of things that we will 
come to consider to be wrong and improper, by any stan- 
dards. We will see things that society can never condone 
but allows to happen everyday. 

We will come to realise that we behave in a manner that 
is incompatible with neither our culture nor tradition. 



ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 

By Mohammad A. Shuqcdr 


LET’S CHAT IN ARABIC 


** I don't trust girls, nowadays. 

La athiq fil-banat aJ-youm. 


** This is a - wrong idea. 


■answers to clues 1 and 2 into the diagram. If they are cor- 
rect the letters under the stars will give the solution to the 
starred clue. 

1. Questions the decision. 

2. Nationality of jockey Eddie Arcane. 

* Youngest boxer to win world title. 


Haathehi fikra khaa’ta’a. 


** A girl is betrethed either for her wealth, her beauty, or 
her morals. 

Tokhtub al-bint lemaleha aw le jamaleha aw le 

kholokeha. 

** Would you help me choose ray better-half? 

Hal tusa’ideni fikhteyar shareekit hayati? 


** I know a nice girl for you. 


Indi laka fatah Jatifa. 


“t 



* * * 

|2 j | 
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** She has great poetry in her. 

Tatamata' beqist kabir min khiffatid'dam. 

** Excellent! She must be the mistress of ray dreams. 

Ra’i! La budda wa-annaha fatal ah lam i. 

* * * * 


JOKES 


(B) PICTURE CLUE MESSAGE 

ATTEMPT this new puzzle trying to read this message 
according to the instructions provided. 


* “What is the best thing in the world? 
“SLEEP!” 


* John: “Madam. Richard has broken my toy.” 
Madam: “How did he do that ?” 

John: “I hit him over the head with it" 


Dentist: “What kind of filling do you want in your 
teeth?” 

Girl: “Ice-cream.” 


Teacher: "Which two books did you read last week?” 
Student: “FISHING and FINISHING.” 


BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 

1 . The lungs are equal b size. True or false ? 

2. Mention the only country that doesn’t prim its fla° on 
stamps. 

3. When was Adam created? 

4. Why was the Dead Sea so called? 

5. What is the oldest army in the world? 

6. What is the only flightless bind that has got two toes? 

* * * * 

PUZZLES 

(A) SPORTSTARS 

HERE is a test of your sporting knowledge. Write the 
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Thoughts for this week 

Life is long enough, it seems to me, but not quite 
broad enough. 

— Dame Edith Evans, English actress 11888-1976). 

Keep your mouth shut, your eyes open. 

— Japanese proverb. 

The only sure thing about luck is rhat it will change. 
— Bret Harte, U.S. author, journalist (1836-1902), 


If men could foresee the future, they would still 
behave as they do now. 

— Russian Proverb. 

Merit and good breeding will make their way every- 
where. 

Lord Chesterfield, English statesman (1694-1773). 


Other more secretive things that do happen around us we 
read about between the lines of what is written in some of 
our tabloids and papers. 

In the present time, we are at a point where even the 
most thorough of our investigative journalists have begun 
to wonder whether anyone has a right to expose every sin- 
gle wrongdoing that takes place in the country -at th e 
expense of the well-being of our traditional tribal society. 

This is a reality that we have to face up to. But admitting 
to this situation is. at the same rime, admitting to the 
strength of some of the papers and the faithful following 
that they have now gathered amongst our people. This cer- 
tainly adds to the burden of responsibility that journalists 
and writers currently shoulder. 

Because of this, there certainly has to be a balance 
between constructive criticism and over-criticising with- 
out offering alternatives. Certainly, the need for a debate is 
now greater than at any time in the past 

It remains wonderful to see writing bear some fruit every 
now and then. It was certainly delightful to note that the 
horrible translation on the placard near McDonald's on 
Abdullah Ghosheh Street claiming “Man is the most 
expensive that we have" had been changed to “Man is the 
most important always.” But when will we begin to see 
the first weather girl appear on Jordan Television? 
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By Stephen Schaefer 
Reuter 

NEW YORK — Catherine 
Deneuve may he an endur- 
ing icon of international 
glamour but don't presume 
dial means her life belongs 
between pages. She's no . 
Brigitte Bardot, she will 
have you know. 

Deneuve was dismissive 
when asked by Reuters if 
she would ever write her 
memoirs. And she was hor- 
rified at last summer’s auto- 
biography by Bardot, the 
‘50s French sex siren turned 
animal rights activist. 

"I read" the Bardot book 
and 1 find it so flat and very 
harsh. I wouldn't presume 
to do a psychological stu- 
dy/' Deneuve said, looking 
more like a psychologist 
herself than the epitome" of 
film glamour in a black and 
gray suit and large, red- 
frame glasses. 

“(Bardot) had a very 
tough childhood with a 
strict education. She never 
liked doing films and retired 
very young. Her career had 
not very many interesting 
films," Deneuve said of the 
pouty icon best known for 
the bosom-baring And God 
Created Woman and Viva 
Maria 

"(Bardot! retired without 
having done important 
films. And then to close 
yourself up in a house with 
animals and see ihe world 
through that it's very limit- 
ed. You stop living at 40. It's 
a limited life if 'you don’t 
retire to a convent." 

If Deneuve sounds harsh 
in her judgment of Bardot, 
the “flar” 'memoirs of the 
busty star nevertheless 
made an impression on her. 
“I don’t mean it charmed niv 


Bardot may bare all but Deneuve says ‘non’ 



Catherine Deneuve 

mind about writing a mem- 
oir but it made me a little 
cooler {to the idea).” she 
said. 

Memoirs baring private 
life ‘so cheap’ 

“What people expect in 
memoirs of an actress is not 
what I’d be interested in: 
My private life. That’s all 
people want to know ■ — and 
I find that so cheap," she 
added with obvious irrita- 
tion. 

Deneuve's story as a liber- 
ated woman whose children 
resulted from liaisons with 
director Roger Vadim and 
Italian screen star Marcello 


Masrroiaflni, and who mar- 
ried British photographer 
David Bailey at the height 
of the swinging ‘60s-mod 
England mania, has already 
been told and retold. Her 
film career encompasses 
several “important" films by 
some of the century's great- 
est directors. 

Sipping a cappuccino in 
the coffee shop of the mid- 
iown hotel where she was 
staying. she seemed 
intrigued by the idea of 
writing her autobiography 
— but turned off by having 
to satisfy 1 a publisher’s gos- 
sip quotient. “I don’t know 
if there is a way to talk 
about what you've done and 


who you've known that 
aren't things you'd read in 
gossip magazines. I’m not 
interested, even as a reader,” 
she said. 

Her thoughts returned to 
the unhappy Bardot. “To 
read the memoirs of a 
woman who’s sixty years 
old and in that style it’s very 
hard. Human beings are not 
her kind. She’s so misan- 
thropic.” 

Deneuve, of course, 
makes humanistic films that 
are internationally success- 
ful. like Indochine, which 
won her a best actress 
Academy Award nomina- 
tion three years ago, and last 
year's Ma Saison Preferee 
(My Favourite Season). 

Asked if she had ever con- 
sidered retiring like Bardot 
and Greta Garbo before her, 
rather than ageing on film 
for the world to see and 
remember. Deneuve, who is 
53, replied: “At one time I 
was quit? depressed, I don’t 
remember why exactly. I 
was shooting a film with 
Yves Montand and I was in 
a ‘bad’ period. It didn’t last 
long but for the first time 1 
was considering to stop.” 

Americans obsessed 
with youth 

Deneuve, who lives in 
Paris, is happy she works 
mostly in Europe. “Here in 
the States there’s an obses- 
sion with age and youth, it’s 
quite scary. It’s easier to 
grow older there. You can 
feel it, you see it in the mag- 
azines: There's still an 
attraction of women over 
45. They're still very attrac- 
tive.” 

Deneuve's latest 1 film, 
Thieves (Les VoleursJ, 
shares that assessment, even 



Catherine Deneuve in a scene from the film Indochine 


though its semi-documen- 
tary visual style is “quite 
hard, the characters are not 
that good-looking,” she 
said, adding that it had 
scads of sex even though it 
is quite ambitious and quite 
serious. 

Deneuve plays a professor 
who discovers, after being 
married and having become 
a mother, that she is in love 
with a young woman 
(Laurence Cote). Daniel 
Auteui], her co-star in Ma 
Saison Preferee. is again her 
leading man but tins time 


they are not brother and sis- 
ter but rivals for the young 
woman’s affection. 

Deneuve shares a bathtub 
with the girl. “It’s as if it is a 
love scene between two 
people who love each 
other.” she said. “You feel 
the relationship, not from 
kissing and making love 
(but) because it’s what it 
says about their characters, 
what they bring to each 
other, which is quite soft 
and tender." 

Even in her fifties. 
Deneuve was not worried 


about a discreetly pho- 
tographed nude scene. “It 
was a good idea. The bath- 
tub is very intimate and it’s 
better than a love scene in a 
bed. so I agreed with that." 

This is the third time 
Deneuve has played a les- 
bian. The first was an 
obscure French film in the 
late ‘70s. The second, 

983 's erotic vampire 
thriller The Hunger with 
Susan Sarandon and David 
Bowie, won her an enduring 

lesbian fan base. 

Now lesbianism has been 


on the cover of Newsweek 
as a hot trend, a situation 
that dismays the actress. 
“I’m worried it’s becoming 
something fashionable, as if 
being bisexual was a plus 
more than anything,” she 
said. 

‘To accept the fact that in 
a woman and a man there’s 
a masculine side and a fem- 
inine side is fine. Maybe 
today it’s easier to accept 
the fact that a woman and a 
woman are together. And 
yet it’s still more disturbing 
for a man to be with a man." 


Matthau actor ; not grumpy, at 76 with 4 feature films on his plate 



Walter Matthau 


By Bob Thomas 

The Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES — With 
four movies completed, 
filming or scheduled. Wal- 
ter Matthau admits he’s 
prertv busv for a 76-vear- 
old. 

Matthau 76? 

It seems impossible. In his 
40-year movie career he has 
always seemed permanent- 
ly. grouchily middle-aged. 
But ' the reference books 
confirm that he was bom 
Oct. 1, 1920. in New York's 
Lower East 

Side. He made his Broad- 
way debut at the age of 27, 
playing an 85-year-old Eng- 
lish bishop in Anne Of A 
Thousand Days. 

At the moment, the actor 
is involved in four movies: 

The Grass Harp, directed 
by son Charles Matthau, 
based on the Truman Capote 
story, featuring a stellar cast 


that includes Sissy Spacek 
and Jack Lemmon. It is cur- 
rently in release. 

I’m Not Rappaport. writ- 
ten, directed and produced 
by Herb Gardner, based on 
his successful Broadway 
play. Matthau and Ossie 
Davis star as Central Park 
benchwarmers trying to 
cope with urban living. The 
film opened on Dec. 26 in 
New York and Los Angeles 
and will be released in other 
cities on Jan. 24. Both Mat- 
thau and Davis have been 
touted as Oscar hopefuls. 

Out At Sea, with Matthau 
and Lemmon as a couple of 
guys reduced to working as 
dance hosts on a cruise 
liner, ("it’s a comedy, or at 
least we think it’s a comedy, 
if people don’t laugh ai it, 
then it’s not a comedy.”) 
now filming. 

Grumpiest Old Men, to be 
filmed in Rome next year. 
(“Sophia Loren and I are 


married, and for some rea- 
son or other she will take 
me back to Italy.”) Jack 
Lemmon and Ann-Margret 
will tag along, of course. 

Matthau has been acting 
since the age of 1 1. when he 
did bit parts in the Yiddish 
Theatre at 50 cents a perfor- 
mance. 

“Mainly, I work now 
because people want me, 
and they pay me." he 
remarked. “I’m not as par- 
ticular about the content.” 

He quickly added that he 
was proud of his two most 
recent films, in part because 
of the writing of Gardner 
and Capote. Gardner had 
sent the Rappaport play to 
Matthau, hoping he would 
play the .title role. 

The actor's response: 
“Are you crazy? I’m not 
going to learn all those 
bleeping lines. You got me 
talking for 10-15 minutes 
without a stop. You do it as 


a movie. l'U do it.” 

Matthau said The Glass 
Harp was “one of the mosr 
beautiful films I've ever 
seen, taking into account 
that I'm the father of the 
boy who directed it I still 
rhink it's one of the most 
tasteful, beautiful, penetrat- 
ing, perceptive, delicious 
pieces of work that I've 
seen on the screen for a long 
time.” 

Did he know early on that 
his son would turn into a 
director? 

“Charlie had been in eight 
or nine of my pictures," 
Matthau said. “In all the stiLI 
photographs thar I have, 
he's always behind the cam- 
era. So it didn't come as a 
surprise to me when he said 
he wanted to be a director. 
That was when he was 
ready to go to college. 

“We got a hold of a small 
airplane, and over a week- 
end we went around to 


Harvard. Brown, Vassal and 
other colleges to look ‘era 
over. Charlie finally said. 
Td rather go to USC (Uni- 
versity of Southern Califor- 
nia), mainly because they 
have the best film pro- 
gramme. Also I'll be near 
my parents.' 

“He’s very sensitive, very 
attuned to actors’ needs — 
also to their ego problems. 
He whispers a lot, never 
embarrasses anybody, al- 
ways probing, always ques- 
tioning. I reap a lot of plea- 
sure from just watching him 
work with other actors. 

“The first time he whis- 
pered to me, I made sure 
everyone was watching. I 
pulled back and said, ‘... I’m 
not doing that %%' every- 
one fell down laughing." 

Matthau has had physical 
setbacks: A heart bypass in 
1976, bilateral infiltrate 
pneumonia (both lungs 
filled) at the end of Grumpy 


Old Men. his health now? 

T’m hanging in there, 
because I got two more pic- 
tures to go,” he said, sound- 
ing like' George Bums. “I 
had a colon tumor removed 
last December. It was ‘non- 
bell igerenL’ I've had other 
little things like polyps and 
diverticulitis and hemor- 
rhoids. I guess it's from eat- 
ing what I want to eat. 

“If you eat celery and let- 
tuce, you'll never get sick. 
But you can’t eat anything 
else but celery and lettuce. I 
like celery and lettuce, but I 
like it with pickles, relish, 
corned beef, potatoes, peas. 
And I like eskimo pies, va- 
nilla ice cream with choco- 
late covering.” 

Matthau is notorious as a 
gambler, once estimating 
his lifetime losses at $5 mil- 
lion. His recent luck? 

“I gave it up." he declared. 

When? 

“About a week ago.” 


Documents reveal Gone 
With The Wind battle 


By Arthur Spiegelman 
Reuter 

NEW YORK — Using a treasure trove of documents few 
people knew existed, film expen Aljean Hannetz has recre- 
ated the making of one of the world's most successful 
movies — Gone With The Wind — and in the process has 
uncovered a farcical censorship buttle fit for a Marx broth- 
ers film. 

Hard as it may be to believe in the 1990s. there was a 
titanic battle between censors and filmmakers over whether 
the film could include the word “damn" in the 1939 Civil 
War epic's most famous line when Rhert Butler turned .on 
Scarlett O’Hara and told her. “frankly, my dear. 1 don't give 
a damn.” 

Harmetz. author of the just-published On The Road To 
Tara. The Making Of Gone With The Wind ( Abrams), said 
the censors would have been happier with “frankly, my 
dear, 1 don't give a hoot." a line one of producer David O. 
Selznick’s many script consultants had suggested. 

Other suggestions that would not have mad? film history 
were: “It makes my gorge rise." "it has become of no con- 
cern to me" and “my indifference is boundless.” 

After many letters and meetings with various censorship 
bodies that oversaw filmmaking in the 1930s. Selznick 
went ahead and used the word “damn” — but only after he 
got assurances that his much-needed production code seal 
would not be lifted. For his damning offence, he was fined 
S5.000. 

Private papers reveal censorship battles 

In an era where almost anything goes in flim-making and. 
hardly a word in the English language has not been used on 
screen, that battle may sound a bit old-fashiuned. but 
Harmetz says it was just one of several censorship fights 
discovered when she was given access to Selznick ’s per- 
sonal papers by his son. 

It was the first time an outsider had been allowed to see 
the legendary producer's private papers and they revealed 


many details about the making of the film that has become 
a screen classic and grossed a billion dollars by today’s 
standards. 

The censors did not allow Selznick ro show (he pain of 
childbirth in one scene because the woman giving birth was 
happily married or to suggest that another character from 
the book was a prostitute. So she became a barkeeper, even 
though the then-powerful legion of decency was not fooled^ 
for a second. 

“The censors did not allow sex either explicit or illicit, so 
the famous morning-after scene when Vivien Leigh (who 
played Scarlett O'Hara) looks much too happy after being 
raped by Clark Gable (Rhett Butler) was trimmed. But she 
still looks happy." Hannetz said. 

But she said one battle the censors won was fortunate for 
everyone connected with the film. The censors, supported 
by protests from black groups, convinced Selznick not to 
use the word “nigger." an epithet that appeared frequently 
in Margaret Mitchell’s bestselling book, which came down 
on the side of the slaveholding south in the Civil War. 

Selznick sought a way to use N-word 

Selznick also declined to portray the Ku Kiux Klan as 
heroic, as the book does, or claim that slaves were happy in 
bondage, as the book also does. But Selznick. whose con- 
stant tampering with the script for the film drove a succes- 
sion of screen-writers up the wall, kept thinking that per- 
haps he should find a way to use the objectionable N-word 
— if it could be done tastefully. 

In a letter to his script consultant Val Lewton, he said he 
could not believe he would offend “any Negroes if we use 
the word with care." Lewton convinced him otherwise. 

Harmetz said Selznick went through 1 1 screenwriters and 
script doctors before finally going back to the original 
script by playwright Sidney Howard. At one point, he 
ordered a rewrite of a rewrite he had not even read. Some 
might say it w as enough to make a writer’s “gorge rise.” 


Warm and elegant in the cool season 


STYLE, elegance, func- 
tion, durability — key 
words in tbe design phi- 
losophy of British fash- 
ion company Mulberry 
— are manifested in 
their women's collec- 
tion for this cold sea- 
son. 

It is a versatile range 
that spans City smart, 
casually chic and coolly 
glamorous. 

In leisure hours, look- 
ing good while keeping 
warm can represent a 
challenge. The black 
polo-neck ribbed 
sweater, black leather 
trousers and charcoal 
zip-up jacket shown 
here achieve that result. 

Outerwear is the core 
of the collection and 
includes hunting jack- 
ets in tfc peach skin” or 
waxed cotton, poach- 
er's jackets in waxed 
cotton, a Teflon-coated 
canvas bomber-jacket, 
tweed shooting jackets 
and Mulberry-check 
duffle coats. 

The picture was taken 
at the Kensington Roof 
Gardens, where, 30 
metres above the busy 
High Street, many 
mature trees and 
shrubs floursih and 
there is a small lake 
complete with flamin- 
goes. Built in 1938, they 
comprise one and a half 
acres (approx 0.6 hec- 
tare) of tnemed gardens 



— including 
scented Turn 


or 


the rose- 
Garden 


and the 
nean-style 


Mediterra- 

Spanisb 


Garden — London 
Press Service. 
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AIDS vaccine trials set 


to go ahead in Uganda 


By Helen Epstein and 
Lillian Nsubuga 


LONDON/KAMPLALA — 
A promising new experi- 
mental AIDS vaccine is lo 
sian trials in Uganda fol- 
lowing a siormy meeting of 
Ugandan and international 
experts in September. The 
first doses of the vaccine. 
de\ eloped by the French 
pharmaceutical company. 
Pasteur Merieux. are due to 
he administered to 40 young 
male volunteers in Kampala 
in early 1997. 

The trial will show how 
safe the vaccine is and. if 
successful, lead to much 
larger trials involving thou- 
sands of Ugandans in I99S. 
Onh when these trials have 
been completed, which 
could take until the year 
2005. will scientists know 
whether the vaccine can 
protect against HIV infec- 
tion. Despite this long 
development period, the 
vaccine is prompting hopes 
of a real breakthrough 
against HIV/AIDS in devel- 
opin': countries. 

The ALVAC VCP205 vac- 
cine. as it is technically 
known, contains live virus 
like the vaccines against 
polio and smallpox. lr is a 
genetically engineered ver- 
sion of the canaripox virus, 
which causes disease 
among canary birds but not 
in humans, carrying several 
small, harmless fragments 
of HIV The vaccine has al- 
ready been tested on more 
than 100 volunteers in 
France and the United 
States who have shown no 
ill effect. 

A vaccine that effectively 
blocks HIV infection is 
urgently needed to stem the 
tide of HIV in poor commu- 
nities around the world. 
Everyday about 8.500 peo- 
ple become infected with 
HlV. ninety percent of them 
in developing countries. 

An affordable vaccine 
w hich only needs to be ad- 
ministered once is believed 
to be a much more effective 


medical solution to the 
AIDS epidemic than expen- 
sive drug treatments. 
During 1996 major gains 
have been made in develop- 
ing drugs against 
HIV/AIDS, but at about 
SI 2.000 for each person’s 
annual treatment, these are 
eripplingly expensive and 
are unlikely to benefit deve- 
loping countries. Despite 
the international importance 
of developing a vaccine, 
only about 1 per cent of all 
international research fund- 
ing has been spent on vac- 
cine research. 

But the development of an 
AIDS vaccine has proved 
far more difficult than 
researchers hoped when 
HIV was first discovered in 
the 19S0s. and research has 
been beset both by lack of 
funds and, as in Uganda, by 
rows over testing. 

An intense and sometimes 
acrimonious public debate 
has surrounded the ALVAC 
vaccine trial in Uganda. The 
September meeting was or- 
ganised by the vaccine trial 
organisers and brought to- 
gether over 200 representa- 
tives of the medical and re- 
ligious communities, legal 
experts, counsellors, policy 
experts and the media. The 
meeting helped to allay con- 
cerns voiced in highly criti- 
cal attacks in the Uganda 
media, and in street demon- 
strations. which centred on 
claims that Ugandans were 
being used as guinea pigs to 
test a vaccine from which 
they may never benefit. 

Most critics now appear to 
be satisfied. "We were very' 
concerned at the beginning 
of this process, but now we 
are assured that the vaccine 
is safe," says Samuel Tindi- 
fa of the Faculty of Law at 
Makerere University. 

The main reason for pub- 
lic acceptance of the trials 
seems to be the apparently 
high ethical standards being 
applied to the trials by the 
organisers. In collaboration 
with the National Institutes 
of Health in the U.S.. the 


trial organisers at the Joint 
Clinical Research Centre 
(JCRC) in Uganda have 
spent almost five years 
preparing a cohort of young 
male soldiers to participate 
in an AIDS vaccine trial in 
anticipation of one becom- 
ing available for testing. 
The forty participants in the 
upcoming trial will be cho- 
sen from those ranks. Using 
military men in Africa 
makes sense because they 
are a mobile, sexually active 
group, and have a high risk 
of HIV infection. 

One of the biggest con- 
cerns was whether the tests 
would really be voluntary. 
Anyone taking pan in such 
trials must give their "in- 
formed consent” under the 
rules of the Helsinki Decla- 
ration on Human Rights. 
Concern was strong because 
the volunteers were soldiers 
from the Ugandan array, 
who are used to following 
orders. 

In response to criticism. 
Major Rubamira Ruranga, 
who works as an AIDS 
counsellor for the JCRC 
argues that volunteers are 
lining up for the injections. 
‘They want to be pan of the 
struggle.” says Maj. Ruran- 
ga who is HIV positive him- 
self and is founder of the 
National Network of People 
Living with HIV/AIDS. 

Dr. Jose Esparza of the 
Joint United Nations AIDS 
Programme (UNAIDS) that 
is overseeing the trial says 
that "every precaution has 
been made to ensure that 
this is voluntary.” However 
the trial organisers did 
adopt the workshop's rec- 
ommendation that the indi- 
viduals who counsel 
prospective volunteers be 
drawn from outside the 
armed forces. 

Concern over the trial has 
also focused on whether the 
vaccine will be affordable 
in Uganda if it is shown to 
be effective. The annual per 
capita health expenditure in 
Uganda is around $5. 
UNAIDS acknowledges 


this as a problem. “It’s very 
difficult at this stage to 
ensure availability of a vac- 
cine, We must get the com- 
panies to agree to the next 
stage of the trials first. It’s 
very difficult to negotiate 
for a product you don’t even 
know exists," says Esparza. 
Negotiations about pricing 
are expected to begin once 
large scale trails are under- 
way. 

Finally, worries also sur- 
round whether the vaccine 
will be appropriate for use 
by Ugandans at risk of HIV 
infection. There are ten dif- 
ferent strains — or subtypes 
— of HTV in the world. An 
ideal HIV vaccine would 
protect against all strains. 
However, most vaccines 
currently being developed, 
including the one being test- 
ed in Uganda, are designed 
to provide the greatest level 
of protection against strain 
B, which predominates in 
North America and Europe. 
In Uganda, strains A and D 
predominate. Many work- 
shop participants ques- 
tioned the wisdom and the 
motivation behind testing a 
subtype B vaccine in Ugan- 
da. 

According to Professor 
Excler of Pasteur Merieux, 
A and D strain ALVAC vac- 
cines have been produced 
already, and the company is 
in the process of scaling up 
production. If the results 
from the B strain vaccine 
are encouraging, a larger 
scale trial with the A and D 
versions will begin soon 
afterwards. 

Uganda is now in the pro- 
cess of establishing its own 
review committee which 
will oversee all future med- 
ical research in the country. 
The high ethical standards 
apparently being applied to 
the trial together with the 
open public debate sur- 
rounding it should, accord- 
ing to Esparza, be "held up 
as a model for other coun- 
tries” — Panes Features. 
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New discovery aids diagnosis, 
treatment of Alzheimer’s disease 


By John Newell 


BRITISH scientists have discovered that part of the brains 
of people affected by Alzheimer’s disease shrinks rapidly 
as the disease progresses. Shrinkage of the same part of the 
brain occurs in normal people but at a rate that is 10 times 
slower. . 

This discovery was made in the Oxford University 
Department of Pharmacology using the latest CT (comput- 
erised tomography) X-ray and MRI (magnetic resonance 
imaging) scanning technology. 

The findings show that Alzheimer's disease I.AD) is not 
as some have thought, simply an extreme Form of norma) 
ageing processes but a separate clinical condition that 
appears to be triggered by specific events. 


Testing new drugs 


Research now in progress aims to discover what these 
events are and to use the discovery to test new drugs now 
being developed to treat the disease. Alzheimer's disease, a 
form of rapidly progressive irreversible senile dementia, 
affects more than 20 milli on people worldwide and over 
one million in the U.K. alone. The disease causes great and 
unavoidable personal suffering to both patients and their 
families. 

The cost of AD in England alone is more than £1 billion 
annually, of which more than 90 per cent is the cost of insti- 
tutional care. Because the proportion of elderly people in 
the U.K., as well as many similar nations, is expected to 
rise enormously over the next 30 years, the cost of AD is 
also expected to rise sharply in countries where govern- 
ments will generally be looking for ways to prevent any 
increase in such spending so as to avoid continual tax 
increases. 

Pharmaceutical companies are making the development 
of drugs able to slow down or even to arrest the develop- 
ment of the disease a top priority to target the huge poten- 
tial market in the world's ricbest countries as the prize. 
Existing drugs have only limited uses. It is thought that 
such new drugs will become available for clinical trials in 
three to five years’ time. 


Measuring effects 



Up to now there has been no objective way to test the 
effects of the drugs in human patients. The work of the 
team led by Professor A. David Smith, of the 
Pharmacology Department of Oxford University, provides 
a yardstick to measure the effects of such drugs in human 
patients. 

Prof. Smith selected for his studies die pan of the brain 
called the hippocampus, part of the median temporal lobe, 
that is known to be vitally concerned with memory. Scans 
showed that the rate of loss of neural tissue in the hip- 
pocampus in AD patients is 15 per cent per year, compared 
to U per cent in normal people. 

This difference was completely consistent. It shows a 
clear distinction between Alzheimer’s disease and normal 
ageing processes. It also strongly suggests that the condi- 
tion is triggered by some catastrophic event that leads to the 
rapid loss of brain tissue. As new drugs are developed, this 
discovery will make it possible to apply them as early as 
possible, hopefully before much destruction of brain tissue 
has occurred. 

At present AD is generally diagnosed when clear symp- 
toms appear — about two years after the start of the rapid 
shrinkage discovered by Prof. Smith. By that time the 
destruction of brain cells is well advanced. 


Temporal-lobe-oriented CT scans. Above; 87- 
year-old controj, ’ ’ ‘ 1 *"' ■ 

ness: 10 mm. 
cally confirmed 
ness; 5.5 mm. 


Regenerating brain tissue 


Brain tissue does not regenerate in adults and making it 
do so is one of the longer-term targets of medical research. 
The best hope for the development of effective treatments 
therefore lies largely in finding ways to apply them as early 
as possible before too much damage has been done. 

Prof. Smith's discovery, by allowing the disease to be 
diagnosed at a very early stage, could now make this pos- 
sible. As in some other areas of medicine today, diagnosis 
is running ahead of treatment, though eventually this 
research will benefit both. He agrees that his work will ini- 
tially allow people with only moderate symptoms to be 
infallibly diagnosed as suffering from a progressive and 
incurable condition (so far). 

It is Prof. Smith’s belief that people should have the right 
to have such tests if they wish, although they should be 
voluntary. He says he would want to know, as he would 
organise his life in different ways according to the outcome 




Prof. Smith's team is also working to try to establistewhat 
events may trigger the sudden onset of brain cell destruc- 
tion and brain shrinkage. l-S 

The rate of shrinkage revealed by his research ma|£s it 
possible to set highly stressful events ra the lives oSAD- 
affected people against the reconstructed timetable^ the 
onset of the disease — to see if events such as other ^pous 
illnesses or bereavements may be strongly linked dT lhe 
onset of the condition. Prof. Smith believes such creots 
may be part of its cause, although it is too early to dcSnore 
than speculate — London Press Service. 




Study finds chocolate 
smell relaxes you 


By Maggie Fox 
Reuler 


LONDON — The smell of 
chocolate sends brainwaves 
"wild” and both distracts 
and relaxes people at the 
same time, experts said. 

No other smell tested on 
volunteers had such a 
strong effect, Neil Martin, a 
neuropsychologist at Lon- 
don's Middlesex Universi- 
ty. said. 

"Chocolate was quite a 
star performer in this exper- 
iment.” Dr. Martin said- "It 
seemed to make the brain 
go quite, scientifically, 
wild.” 

He added: **We found that 
they found it soothing and 
they found it pleasing and 
they found it very relax- 
ing.” 

About 20 volunteers were 
asked to sniff artificial 
odours including chocolate, 
spearmint, almond, straw- 
berry and garlic. In a sec- 
ond experiment they 
smelled real odours, includ- 
ing chocolate again, baked 
beans, coffee and rotting 
pork. 

They sat in' specially de- 
signed smell-proof rooms, 
wore clouded goggles and 
had earplugs so they had to 
concentrate on the smells 
being presented to them. 


Dr. Martin told the annual 
meeting of the British Psy- 
chological Society. 

Volunteers were not told 
what smells they were 
going to get. 

While they sniffed. Dr. 
Martin’s group measured 
their brain activity. Choco- 
laie depressed brainwaves 
known as theta waves, 
which are associated with 
attention. Dr. Martin said. 

“This seems to be the one 
involved with attention. 
The more complex a task 
you do die more of this 
brainwave there is,” he said 
In a telephone interview 
ahead of the conference. 

Dr. Martin said it was not 
clear why chocolate alone 
should have such an effect. 

“One reason is you are 
thinking about chocolate, 
maybe baking cakes or 
sweets, and because of that 
you don’t pay much atten- 
tion^ to your environment 
and it relaxes you.” he said. 

Or perhaps somehow the 
emotional centre of the brain 
is being activated — but this 
would not explain why other 
pleasant odours did not have 
the same effect. 

“The two odours you 
think might have been aler- 
ting — coffee and rotting 
meat — had no effect at 
all,” he added. 
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PUZZLES 


(A) u SPORTSTARS " 


1. APPEAL 

2. AMERICAN 
* PALMER 


Pedlar Palmer won the world bantamweight title ai 19 
years of age in 1895. 


* * * 


(B) PICTURE CLUE MESSAGE 


Dear Jack. I am going to the baths tomorrow. Can-you 
come with me? Tom. vV 


* * * * 


BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 


1 . False. The left lung is smaller. 

2. United Kingdom fBritain). 

3. On Friday. 

4. Because its water is very salty where there’s no 

5. The Swiss army in the Vatican. 

6- The ostrich. 
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of the scans, and he believes many other people would feel 
the same. As well as allowing early treatment and diagno- 
sis of AD. the discovery of rapid shrinkage will allow new 
treatments to be tested in a way that will let their effects to 
be compared with those of other treatments and of the 
absence of treatment. ■ - ; ■ 

It should also be possible to use it in surveys intended to 
establish whether there is significant variation in the incf A 
dence of Alzheimer's in differed populatioas aroundfAS’ 
world. The work reported here is port of the Oxford Project 
to Investigate Memory and Ageing (OPTIMA) set up in 
1988 to develop simple brain scanning methods to investi- 
gate Alzheimer’s. 

In their investigation, the team under Prof. Smith used not 
only CT and MRI but also SPET (single photon emission 
tomography). This new technique shows the structure of 
die brain, as well as its level of activity, by measuring the 
flow of blood in different areas. ’ V- 

SPET scans revealed an unexpected distribution of 
diminished blood flow in Alzheimer patients, which m turn 
revealed more dearly where cells had died in patients' 
brains. Work using SPET and other scanning techniques is 
now continuing to localise the effects of the disease - more 
precisely. - fa 
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1996 


that was the real year that was 
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By G wynne Dyer 

HAVE heard it all 
The names change, 
games remain the 

ident Bill Clinton 
sian President Boris 
were, genocide and 
happen in obscure 
of Africa, Middle 
is on hold. The 
government was 
:t and the Pakistani 
,t was removed, 
of industry could be 
over Asia and, yet 
news makes it out 
America to the rest 
rid. Is it always this 
around here? 
d lists of events are 
istic ritual, but they 
the world seem like 
tration of Brown- 
tion in the high- 
|pbysics lab. Lots of 
ig around, but 
it is basically the 
Id story. And yet the 
does eventually 

at 1896, for example, 
years ago, the 
U.S. presidential 
ite was William 
ey, a man who 
enjoys the historical 
fity BiU Clin ran is still 
on. There was no 
president, but Tsar 
II caused great 
itement when he visited 
liftidon and Paris. There 
ware massacres in Turkey 
after Armenian terrorists 
seized the Ottoman Bank in 
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.. There were lots of killing 

disease. Africa; British imperialist 
' attacking the Ashanti king- 
dom in West Africa, Ethiopi- 
ans repelling an Italian inva- 
sion, the Jameson raid in 
what is now South Africa, 
and Lord Kitchener advanc- 
■ ing up the Nile against the 

Mahdi. Russia and China 
fonned an alliance in East 
Asia. In South-East Asia, 
Thailand i^paped colonisa- 
tion by being made into, a 
buffer zone between British 
Burma and French Indo- 
china. And no news made it 
out of Latin America. 

Just business as usual — 
and yet the world is a vastly 
different place a hundred 
years later. Something must 
haw been going on in 1896 
beyond pure Brownian 

motion, even if it was not 
what dominated the head- 
lines. And of course, when 
you look closer (with the 
wisdom of hindsight), there 
were things happening that 
year that still resonate a hun- 
dred years later. 

The Nobel prizes were 
founded and the first 

Olympics were held in 
Athens — two of the earliest 
manifestations of an emerg- 
ing global society where 
everybody and every coun- 
try plays in the same arena. 

Ernest Rutherford laid the 
foundation for all electro- 
magnetic devices (like tele- 
vision, for example) by pio- 
neering the magnetic detec- 
tion of electrical waves. And 
Theodor Hertzl launched the 
modem Zionist movement, 
with its immense impact on 
(he Middle Hast in particu- 
lar, by publishing “Der 


\ ; * ?. * 

JttdenstaaL” 

It would have been very 
; hard for a journalist in 1 896, 

u 

■ with no knowledge of the 
| future, to identify foe impor- 

u W 

tance of those events. It 


would have been even hard- 
er to convince his reader- 
ship. Yet. that is the real 
trick, in 1896 or in 1996: to 
go beyond a mere list of ran- 
dom events and figure out 
what really matters. 

So here is a short list of 
what might be the truly sig- 
nificant events of 1996. 

1 ) In Dublin last week, the 
new European common cur- 
rency, the euro, was official- 
ly unveiled. Half a century 
after the end of World War 
II, it may signal the impend- 
ing end of the dollar’s domi- 
nation of the world econo- 
my. 

2.1 The election of Likud 
leader Benyamin Netanyahu 
as Israel’s prime minister in 
May has already had a pro- 
found negative effect on the 
Middle East peace process. 
It may be stalled for the rest 
of this century, and even a 
return to war is no longer 
unthinkable. 

3) In Geneva in June, at the 
International Conference on 
Climate Change, all- the 
world's major powers 
acknowledged at last that 
global warming is a real 
problem, not a mere hypoth- 
esis. They still have not 
agreed on specific measures 
to contain it, but comer has 
been turned: the “junk sci- 
ence" merchants funded by 
the big fossil-fuel exporters 
have been shown the door. 

4) A different kind of turn- 
ing point may have been 
reached in Africa, where the 
continent's people and gov- 
ernments are starting to take 
responsibility for dealing 
with their own problems. 
For the first time in decades, 
Africa has produced more 
encouraging news than bad 
news. 

Let us start with Europe. 
There was the usual spate of 
elections. In March, the left 
lost in Spain after 13 years 
in power, in April, the left 
won in Italy for the first time 
ever. In Eastern Europe, 
there were elections in the 
Czech Republic, Bulgaria 
and Bosnia (where the 
ceasefire has held all year) 
that confirmed the status 
quo. 

An election in Romania 
finally broke the grip on 
power of the old Communist 
Party that was only thinly 
disguised as a reformist 
party, and Belarus voted 
itself into dictatorship. But 
this is not actually a lot of 
change in a continent that 
now numbers 48 states. 

The Russian presidential 
election in June-July was a 
particular yawn. As usual, 
the foreign press corps in 
Moscow talked up a crisis, 
but the Russians voted per- 
fectly sensibly. Bogeyman^ 
of-the-month Alexander 
Lebed managed to end the 
savage war in Chechenya 
before leaving Yeltsin’s gov- 
ernment, and Yeltsin’s own 
heart bypass operation went 
off without a hitch. 

There were a fe\\usnxaj,^ 
surprises. . After former* 
Greek- leaHeF’tzT Andreas 
Papandreou died in June, his 
deeply divided Socialist 
Party' managed to avoid 
splitting and eked out an 
election win in September. 
In February, the Irish Repub- 
lican Army (IRA) broke a 
1 7-month ceasefire and 
started setting off terrorist 
bombs again in England and 
Northern Ireland. At the end 


of the year, a non- violent 
democratic movement was 
challenging the power of 
Serbian strongman Slobdoan 
Milosevic. 

But the one big surprise 
was the European Union’s 
determination to press ahead 
with monetary union — 
which means, in effect, that 
the entire 15-country organi- 
sation (soon to expand by 
adding at least four Eastern 
European countries) must 
pursue parallel economic 
policies. This is a big step 
towards a real federal 
Europe, and for that very 
reason. most people 
assumed that the 1999 dead- 
line for a common currency 
would be fudged. 

It was not. Indeed, at the 
EU summit in Dublin on 
Dec. 13, they actually 
unveiled sample bills of the 
new “euro” in denomina- 
tions from 5 to 500. Accord- 
ing to the present schedule, 
it will be trading on the 
world’s currency markets in 
rwo years’ time, and replac- 
ing the marks, pounds, 
francs, liras and zlotys in 
Europeans’ pockets in five. 

The European govern- 
ments. or at least some big 
ones like the Germans and 
die French, are deliberately 
painting themselves into a 
comer. AH this advance pub- 
licity is meant to make it too 
embarrassing to. cancel the 
project at the last moment, 
no matter how cold people's . 
feet get. 

A 'mismanaged transition 
to the new currency could 
“blow the European Union 
wide apart,” as British Prime 
Minister John Major warned 
at Dublin — and they did 
unveil the new banknotes on 
Friday the 13th. But a suc- 
cessful transition will mean 
a unified economic power 
bigger and richer than the 
United States, with a curren- 
cy as important as the U.S. 
dollar. 

There was. no such grand 
theme in Asia, much of 
which is holding its breath 
while awaiting the short- ' 
term impact of China’s take- 
over of Hong King next July, 
and the longer-term implica- 
tions of a change of genera- 
tion in the Chinese Commu- 
nist leadership. Meanwhile, 
eveiybody just got on with 
their own affairs. 

Taiwan held a presidential 


election in March in defi- 
ance of dire threats from 
Beijing. South Korea tried 
and convicted its last two 
military rulers, ex-presidents 
Chun Doo-Hwan and Roh 
Tae-Woo, on charges of cor- 
ruption and mutiny, while 
the ever more bizarre North 
Korean regime managed to 
strand a submarine-fiill of 
spies on the South. Korean 
coast. -In Japan, after all the 
talk of political change over 
the last few years, an elec- 
tion left the old gang of Lib- 
eral Democrats firmly in 
power. 

South-East Asia was 
another mixed bag of news. 
There was rioting against the 
Suharto regime in Indonesia, 
and a peace agreement in 
the Philippines that ended 25 
years of war between the 
government and Muslim 
rebels in the south. A deal in 
Cambodia brought half the 
Khmer Rouge guerrillas out 
of the jungle. The Thai elec- 
tion in November handed 
power over to a rather 
unsavoury coalition of the 
country's most corrupt 
politicians, but there was a 
heartening resurgence of 
student resistance to the 
Burmese military regime. 

Much further to the south- 
east, New Zealand's right- 
wing National Party man- 
aged to cling to office by 
making a post-election deal 
with the Maori dominated 
New Zealand First Party. 

The governments changed 
all over South Asia. In India 
and Bangladesh it was done 
by elections, but in the case 
of Pakistan it took a presi- 
dential intervention to dis- 
miss elected Prime Minister 
Benazir Bhutto for alleged 
corruption. 

In Sri Lanka, the govern- 
ment steadily gained ground 
against the Tamil separatists 
in the long civil war, and in 
.Afghanistan the Taleban 
fundamentalists captured 
Kahul in, October. The new 
rules in Kabul decree burqas 
and no jobs for women, 
compulsory - beards for men, 
and no music or paper bags 
(the paper might once have 
had verses from the Koran 
printed on it). But the Tale- 
ban, having overrun all the 
Pathan-populated areas of 
Afghanistan, have proved 
unable to push on north into 
the Tajik and Turcoman 


areas, and the country may 
be headed for de facto parti- 
tion. 

Africa, unlike Asia, pre- 
sents a coherent narrative — 
and a very encouraging one. 
For a start, most of the 
remaining wars have been 
shut down: the 20-year war 
in .Angola seems to be really 
over at last, after several 
false dawns, and African 
peacekeeping forces and 
mediators have imposed a 
kind of uneasy peace in both 
Liberia and Sierra Leone. 

The point is not so much 
that those squalid and almost 
meaningless wars are over, it 
is that Africans themselves 
dealt with the problems. And 
nowhere was this new coop- 
eration among responsible 
African states more visible 
than in the tortured lands 
around the Great Lakes: 
Rwanda. Burundi and east- 
ern Zaire. 

When Burundi's army, 
which is controlled by the 
Tutsi minority, staged a coup 
against the elected Hutu 
president of Burundi in July, 
all the neighbouring coun- 
tries joined in a trade embar- 
go that was designed to 
force coup leader . Pierre 
Buyoya back towards 
democracy and a negotiated 
settlement with Hunt forces.' 
The embargo is already bit- 
ing deeply into Buyoya’s 
power. 

In Rwanda, where there 
was a full-scale genocide 
directed against the Tutsi 
minority only two years ago, 
the situation seemed impos- 
sible. The new Tursi-domi- 
nated government was 
almost superhuman in its 
willingness to forgive and 
forget, but put to a third of 
the population — ail Hums, 
of course — was in refugee 
camps outside the country, 
driven there by fear of Tutsi 
retribution and kept there by 
fanatical Hutu militias that 
dreamt of going back and 
completing the. genocide. . 

So when Zaire-based Tut- . 
sis began attacking the Hutu 
refugee camps there in Octo- 
ber. the whole world began 
mobilising to deal with 
another human tragedy in 
Africa. There was talk of a 
1 0,000-strong military force 
to protect the innocent, a 
Canadian general was nomi- 
nated to command the force, 
they even set up a headquar- 


ters in Uganda. And then it 
all turned out to be unneces- 
sary. 

The fighting in Zaire 
turned out to be pan of a 
well-planned operation, 
masterminded by the very 
impressive Rwandan gov- 
ernment in close collabora- 
tion with Uganda and Tanza- 
nia, to separate the refugees 
from the militias and get the 
former to come home. The 
troops were well disciplined, 
then? were no massacres — 
and it worked like a charm: 
over a million refugees are 
already home, and the mur- 
derous Hutu militias have 
had their life support system 
cut off. 

This is an Africa that 
works, a grown-up Africa 
that has huge problems but 
addresses them with 
courage, intelligence and 
principle. 

There are still lots of the 
other Africas around, of 
course: disgracefully rigged 
elections in Zimbabwe, 
Zambia and Tanzania this 
year, and regimes run by 
spectacularly corrupt thugs 
in big. important countries 
like Nigeria and Zaire. But 
you can counterbalance that 
with perfectly respectable 
elections in other very poor 
'countries like Ghana and 
Uganda," but the peaceful 
negotiation of a final -consti- 
tution in South Africa. Tt is.' 
an appropriate time for the 
first black African to 
become secretary-general of 
the United Nations (Kofi 
Annan, of Ghana, on Jan. 1 ), 
for the tide is finally turning 
in Africa itself. 

First the good news, then 
the bad: the Middle East is 
the one other region of the 
world where democracy and 
rapid economic growth are 
not yet the norm. And in the 
Middle East, the tide may 
have turned in the opposite 
direction. 

There are some events in 
the region, like the; dreadful 
civil war between the' gov- 
ernment and the fundamen- 
talists in Algeria and last 
March's more or less free 
election in Iran, that have no 
connection with the Arab- 
Israeli dispute. But those 
exceptions can be counted 
on the fingers of one badly 
mutilated hand. 

Even the June truck bomb 
that killed 23 American ser- 



vicemen in Saudi Arabia, 
even the various excitements 
in Iraq — the off-again, ou- 
again permission for Iraq to 
sell some oil to pay for food, 
and military advances and 
retreats in Kurdistan last 
summer, the U.S. missile 
strikes in southern Iraq in 
September — are somehow 
connected wirh “the prob- 
lem." And “the problem” has 
got a lot worse. 

Rarely has so much been 
done to so many by so few. 
The handful of Hamas sui- 
cide bombers who killed 70 
Israelis in four bomb attacks 
■ in early 1996 stampeded the 
Israeli electorate into voting 
against peace. 

As recently as last January', 
it looked certain that the 
Labour government of Shi- 
mon Peres, buoyed by public 
outrage over the assassina- 
tion of his predecessor, 
Yitzhak Rabin, by a right- 
wing Jewish fanatic, would 
waltz back into office in the 
May election in Israel. Then 
it would have been a short, 
downhill run to a general 
peace settlement that even 
included Syria (which would 
have got back the Golan 
Heights). 

But that prospect spelled 
disaster for the ambitions of 
right-wing and fundamental- 
ist Israelis who want to keep 
all the occupied territories, 
and likewise for the funda- 
mentalist Palestinians of 
Hamas .who want no com- 
promise whatever with 
“Zionism.” So Hamas sent 
the bombers, and Likud 
reaped the electoral reward: 
a narrow victory at the polls 
that translates into a safe 
four-year mandate for new 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu. 

Netanyahu has made it 
clear: there will be no inde- 
pendent Palestinian state, no 
concessions on any of the 
outstanding issues to be set- 
tled under the Oslo accords, 
not. even the fulfilment of 
promises made and agree- 
ments negotiated by Israel’s 
previous Labour govern- 
ment. There will be no 
progress towards peace — 
which probably means that, 
sooner or later, there will be 
a drift back towards war. 
Here is a region where 
gloom is the only rational 
response. 

But it is only one region, 
and the rest of the news is 
better — especially on the 
international front. Every 
major country, except India, 
signed a Comprehensive 
Test Ban Treary at the U.N. 
in September that outlaws 
all nuclear explosive tests, 
even underground. 

A Canadian initiative to 
ban land mines gained 
astounding momentum at a 
special conference in Ottawa 
in October, and could well 
be turned into an 
international treaty in the 
next year or rwo. 

A new regional organisa- 
tion called foe Arctic Coun- 
cil, set up in September, 
gives the native peoples of 
foe ctrc urn- polar- regions a 
real voice in their .own 
affairs for foe first time. 

The global AIDS plague 
rages almost unchecked, but 
this year brought foe first 
serious hopes for both a vac- 
cine and an effective treat- 
ment method. And what 
happened in Geneva in July 
was of critical importance 


for everybody’s future. 

For years, the international 
community has fiddled as 
the planet warmed. At this 
level, they make decisions 
by consensus or not at all, 
and so a handful of fossil- 
fuel exporting nations, sup- 
ported by the best science 
that money could buy, were 
able to thwart any attempt to 
take serious measures 
against global warming, or 
even to acknowledge its 
existence. 

That is over now. None of 
foe timetable they .are dis- 
cussing for reducing emis- 
sions of greenhouse gasses 
are rigorous enough, and 
there are not yet any con- 
crete commitments to cut 
back by anybody. But at 
Geneva, despite frantic lob- 
bying, they did all accept in 
principle that this is a prob- 
lem that will have to be dealt 
with. We could still get out 
countermeasures very wrong 
and pay a huge price, but at 
least now we can get started. 

What is left? Oh, yes, the 
western hemisphere. There 
was a very bad airline disas- 
. ter in July, when a Boeing 
747 blew up off New York 
killing all 2S0 aboard, but 
that is about it. The U.S. 
election produced foe 
expected result, and nothing 
much happened in Canada 
either. 

What is striking is that the 
rest of foe Americas is now 
also taking on this character 
of newslessness. A treaty 
signed in New York this 
month put a final, legal end 
to the 35-year-old 
Guatemalan civil war, and 
thus to open warfare any- 
where in foe western hemi- 
sphere. Nicaragua’s former 
Sandinista revolutionaries 
lost the second election in a 
row in October, and began to 
break up as a party. Former 
Mexican president Carlos 
Salinas' de Gortari turned up 
living in self-imposed exile 
in Dublin (Ireland has no 
extradition treaty with Mex- 
ico). And that is about it, 
except for Ecuador. 

Ecuadorians elected 
Abdaia Bucaram to foe pres- 
idency and- are now learning 
to five with foe whims and 
vagaries of a man who 
behaves like the manic lead- 
ing character in one of those 
witless Jerry Lewis movies 
foe French love so much. It 
is stupid and embarrassing, 
and I personally do not see 
how Ecuadorians can take 
four more years of this 
karaoke-loving, bottom- 
pinching, break-dancing oaf. 

Okay, I lied about foe 
break-dancing. But it is a 
measure of foe new Latin 
America that so much of the 
news from there is now silly 
or boring rather than tragic. 
The happiest countries, after 
all, are those with no history 
at all. And history is just, 
stale news. 

The score? You want me to 
say how 1996 stacked up 
against the competing vin- 
tages? Very well. It is an 
unadventurous little tipple, 
even a bit plodding, perhaps, 
but basically sound. It fin- 
ishes well, and leaves a good 
after-taste. Seven out of ten. 
But best consumed before 
foe Dec. 31. 
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Yeltsin ends 1996 on high note but problems abound 
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MOSCOW (R) — Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin is 
ending 1996 on a high note 
after beating ill health and is 
holding on to power against 
the odds after a rollercoaster 
year packed with personal 
«td political drama. 

Even so, Russia still faces 
plenty of economic and 
political problems which 
will test the 65-year-old 
leaden in the coming year 
and show how well he has 
come through heart surgery. 

Twelve months ago Mr.- 
Yeltsin looked washed up — 
a physical wreck after two 
heart attacks. Fighting was 
raging in rebel Chechenya. 
his popularity was at a 
record low and his chances 
of winning reelection in foe 
summer were gloomy. 

Few could have predicted 
Hie dramatic turn of events 
Much began soon after- 


wards. Facing one of his 
toughest challenges, Mr. 
Yeltsin gained a new lease 
on life, fought a stunning 
campaign, and stormed to 
victory in foe July 3 poll. 

He gambled on his heart 
and nearly lost. His health 
gave way just before the sec- 
ond round of the election 
and he was unable to cele- 
brate his triumph, taking 
refuge instead in hospitals 
and state rest homes to pre- 
pare for a multiple bypass 
operation. 

According to doctors’ 
accounts, Mr. Yeltsin again 
defied foe odds io bounce 
back, faster than expected 
from surgery on Nov. 5 and 
set .up a planned return to 
work in the Kremlin before 
the New Year. 

Yeltsin spent only a few 
months in the Kremlin in the 
whole of 1996 and yet foe 


opposition’s prophecies of 
economic and political dis- 
aster never quite came true. 

It was a close-run thing. A 
rash of sporadic protests and 
then a nationwide coal min- 
ers’ strike pointed to grow- 
ing dissatisfaction with eco- 
nomic hardships. 

Political intrigues also 

worsened after yelisin 

sacked his confidant and per- 
sonal security chief, Alexan- 
der Korzhakov, and made 
maverick retired General 
Alexander Lebed his nation- 
al security adviser. 

For a few months in the 
late summer and autumn, 
when it seemed doubtful Mr. 
Yeltsin would be fit enough 
to undergo surgery, mud- 
slinging and scandals shook 
foe foundations of foe Krem- 
lin. 

Mr. Yelisin stepped in ro 
slop foe rot by firing lebed 


on Oct. 17 for harbouring 
open presidential ambitions. 
But one of his gambles had 
again paid off — Gen. Lebed 
had signed a peace deal on 
Aug.31 which ended the 
fighting in Chechenya. 

\lr. Yeltsin’s supporters 
say foe stage is set for him to 
make a triumphant return to 
active politics and tackle the 
country's problems in a new 
era of cooperation. 

His enemies say foe coun- 
try has stood virtually still 
for a year, sliding slowly into 
crisis and economic disaster, 
and that foe worst is yet to 
come. 

“Turbulent times prompted 
by the crucial elections are 
drawing to an end or have in 
fact ended. There is now a 
chance to have a compara- 
tive lull, during which some 
serious work can be done.” 
Kremlin political aide Geor- 


gy Satarov said in a radio 
interview this month. 

“Last year political infight- 
ing hit economic reform and 
the social situation in the 
country. So it was in fact a 
wasted year. Now the situa- 
tion is different. 

“One feels that things will 
be straightening out now. 
Since this will be the case, 
people feel foe need to climb 
on the bandwagon and to be 
pan of that improving situa- 
tion. In other words, foe 
atmosphere is changing.” 

Mr. Yeltsin’s rivals scoff at 
such a rosy picture. Commu- 
nist leader Gennady 
Zyuganov, defeated by Mr. 
Yeltsin in foe election run- 
off, says he is ready for com- 
promise but he paints a much 
more disturbing picture of 
the situation in Russia. 

“The stale is bankrupt, the 
president is ill. foe govern- 


ment is helpless and foe 
duma (lower house of parlia- 
ment) is powerless,” Mr. 
Zyuganov said during a 
recent parliamentary debate. 

He told reporters: “Even 
when Mr. Yeltsin was in 
good, sporty form and com- 
pletely healthy, l did not hear 
answers to foe questions on 
these (Russia's) problems.” 

Mr. Yeltsin, as always, 
faces a host of problems, 
starting with huge backlogs 
of unpaid wages and pen- 
sions to workers which 
Prime Minister Viktor Cher- 
nomyrdin has promised to 
pay off. . 

Such promises have 
proved empty in the past. 

Fighting has ended in 
Chechenya but Russian 
troops are pulling out with 
their utils between their legs 
after failing to crush foe 
rebels’ resistance. 


The problem of sorting out 
Chechenya’s status — in or 
out of Russia — has simply 
been put off for five years 
and will return to haunt Mr. 
Yeltsin’s second term as 
president. Pro-independence 
leaders are sure to win elec- 
tions in Chechenya on Jan. 
27. 

Mr. Yeltsin also faces a 
testing few months in for- 
eign affairs as NATO firms 
up its plans to embrace for- 
mer communist-ruled coun- 
tries of Central and Eastern 
Europe, despite Moscow’s 
fierce opposition. _ 

■He has to decide whether 
to stage a desperate last 
stand or acquiesce, ki the 
end, with NATO adamant it 
will not back down over 
enlargement, it may be a 
question of sounding tough 
to get the most out of what 
Moscow regards as a bad 


deal 

Mr. Yeltsin’s policy may 
take shape only after sepa- 
rate talks in January with 
German Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl ' and French President 
Jacques Chirac. He is also 
due to meer U.S. President 
BiU Clinton in March. 

In foreign affairs, perhaps 
more than anywhere else, 
Mr. Yeltsin needs to exert his 
personal authority to shape 
developments. 

“The main question for the 
next year is: WiU Yeltsin 
come back strongly or not?” 
a Moscow-based western 
diplomat said. 

“At present there is nobody 
to do business with * in 
Moscow. Everybody is wail- 
ing for his return because 
someone has to say: ‘This is 
foe way we need to do 
things’.” 
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Mideast Gulf oil producers 


pray for repeat of 1996 


DUBAI (R) — The oil 
powerhouses of the Mid- 
dle East Gulf will be 
crossing their fingers this 
year in the hope that the 
petrodollars keep piling 
up after a bonus windfall 
in 1996. 

With oil prices bub- 
blinc at their highest 
level since the 1 990- 1 99 1 
Gulf war. state coffers 
from Riyadh to Tehran 
are brimming and there 
are no clear signs of a 
serious price fall. 

“it has been spectacular 
on the revenue side. They 
(Gulf producers l would 
be more than pleased if 
this year proves to be 
anywhere near as good as 
last year." said one West- 
ern executive based inlhe 
Gulf. 

Analyses project that 
Saudi Arabia has earned 
up to $10 billion above 
it s revenue forecast in 
last year's budget and is 
on course to reverse 14 
years of heavy deficit 
financing. 

The debt-ridden pro- 
ducers have also seen last 
month the limited return 
of Iraqi crude to the mar- 
ket for the first time in six 
years — without major 
ripples in international 


prices, defying earlier 
predictions of a major 
price slump. 

Confident that after 
years of sluggish oil 
prices that failed to keep 
up with inflation, produc- 
ers in the region are hop- 
ing that higher prices will 
not be a passing mirage. 

Gulf sources expect 
prices to continue in a 
range of $20-$25 for 
North Sea Brent in 1997. 
compared to prices of 
between $15-120 that 
have been dominant for 
the last 10 years. 

A barrel of Saudi Ara- 
bia's six million barrels 
per day (bpd) of crude 
exports on Monday was 
at S22.00-S22.50. com- 
pared to an estimated 
budget price of $14 and 
$16.50 exactly a year 
ago. 

But some dark clouds 
are emerging on the hori- 
zon for "Gulf producers 
who between tnem own 
nearly 70 per cent of 
global oil reserves and 
provide 30 per cent of 
world supplies. 

"Iraq's return will 


oil 


nces should return 
gradually to moTe normal 
flower) levels in the face 
of rising supply." said 
energy analyst Mehdi 
Varzl at finance house 
KJeinwort Benson. 

The mosi pressing con- 
cern this year may turn 
out to be increasing sup- 
plies from exporters' out- 
side the control of the 
Organisation of the 
Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (OPEC) and 
how the market absorbs 
Iraqi oil once winter 
heating fuel demand 
eases. 

Lack of internal OPEC 
production discipline — 
particularly reported 
quota busting by 
Venezuela and Nigeria — 
may also harm Gulf 
states' hopes for tight 
supplies in 1997. 

Sudi 


from the 
veei 

North Sea are set to lead 


jpplies 

British and Norwegian 


a four per cent rise in 
non-OPEC 


supplies this 
year, so grabbing 


the 

an 

oil 


weigh increasingly on the 
)lv-demand " balance 


as 1997 progresses. Bar- 
ring Middle East worries. 


lion's share of 
increase in global 
demand. 

Concern in the region 
centres on the political 
stability of Saudi Arabia, 
after two bomb attacks in 


just over a year, and the 
nealth of King Fahd, ana- 
lysts say. 

United States’ sanctions 
policy towards Iran and 
Iraq and also lingering 
intra-Gulf bickering over 
frontiers and renewed 
allegations of interfer- 
ence in domestic affairs 
will also be watched 
closely. 

Oil markets are acutely 
sensitive to any sign of 
instability or change in 
Saudi Arabia — the 
world's largest oil pro- 
ducer and "exporter — 
whether it be over the 
succession or domestic 
challenges to the regime 
or Western interests in 
the kingdom. 

Markets, crude clients 
and firms aiming for 
business in the multi-bil- 
lion dollar enemy equip- 
ment market will also be 
focused on Washington's 
application of sanctions 
on firms that invest $40 
million or more a year in 
Iran’s oil or gas sectors. 

Tehran, for its part, is 
set to announce its pre- 
ferred foreign partners in 
a host of projects for the 
country and will begin 


work on a pipeline pro- 
' na 


ject to ship gas to Turkey. 


Algerians sink into poverty as economy slumps 


ALGIERS (AFP) — More 
and ’ more Algerians are 
sliding into poverty as 
belt-tightening by the gov- 
ernment brings further 
misery to add to the suf- 
ferings of five years of 
civil war between the 
authorities and Islamic 
fundamentalists. 

According to the 
National Statistics Office, 
purchasing power' fell 
seven per cent in 1995. 
and 28 per cent of the 
active population is out of 
a job. 

Tales of hardship 
abound, going as far as the 
engineer, unemployed for 
two years, who offered to 
sell one of his kidneys so 
as to be able to feed his 
family. 

Speaking on a radio pro- 
gramme. lie said he hud no 
income and was unable to 
look after the needs of his 
wife and two children. 


an 

pri- 


On Monday 
advertisement in the 
vately-owned daily Lib- 
er te asked die engineer to 
get .in touch... 

Poverty has now reached 
the middle classes as 
employers cut back, while 
prices keep on rising. 

The UGTA trade union 
federation has warned that 
5 1 .000 workers face 
imminent redundancy, 
while another 350,000 
have not been paid for up 
to a year. 

Sectors to be hit include 
construction. transport, 
distribution and publish- 
ing. and 632 firms would 
be wound up, the UGTA 
said. 

According to official 
statistics. 28.3 per cent of 
families have no provider. 
Nearly three million 
workers take home less 
than 1U.000 dinars (S200 ) 
a momh. 


Meanwhile, the price of 
food has soared: A litre of 
milk costs 20 dinars and a 
kilogramme of meat 400 
dinars, nearly 10 per cent 
of the monthly income of 
a low-paid worker. 

The jobless have been 
reduced to relying on tra- 
ditional Muslim" charity, 
begging in the mosques 
after Friday prayers, while 
in the streets of Algiers 
and other cities women 
accompanied by young 
children lie on "the paves 
ments seeking alms. 

Everyone now knows a 
colleague or former col- 
league who begs or sells 
what he can on the street 
in a bid to make ends 
meet. 

“I had to let my 14-year- 
old son sell cigarettes on 
the pavement to buy 
bread.” said a bus conduc- 
tor who. though officially 
employed, had not been 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Leading 
6 Norse god 
to Undisguised 

14 Thick 

15 Poi source 

16 Surrounded by 

17 Initially 

20 Undivided 

21 Ago 

22 Plaintiff 

23 Ancient capital 
of Lydia 

25 Fish eggs 

26 Menu item 
29 Expansive 
34 E pluribus — 

37 Diner's sign 

38 Game of chance 

39 Support, in a 
way 

42 A. A. — 

43 "...a — ‘clock 
scholar..." 

44 Pinnacle 

45 Style 

48 Atelier dweller 
48 Sunburn 
50 Remains 
motionless, as a 
ship 

54 Theater item 
58 Think 

60 "... a man — 
mouse?" 

61 China, e.g. 

64 Italian resort 

65 First person 

66 Student: Fr. 

67 Undoses, 
poetically 

68 San — (resort) 

69 Made over 
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by Melvin Kenworthy 


•DOWN 

1 Goodbye, Pedro 

2 Hair tint 

3 Computer key 

4 Bat wood 

5 "... — the heart 
of Texas" 

6 Elevator man 

7 Pub item 

8 Govt. agey. 

9 False 

10 Romantic isle 

11 Amo, am as, — 


12 Puerto — 

13 River in 
Germany 

1 8 Went without 
food 

19 Community of 
some people 

24 Imps 

25 Take umbrage 

27 Wickerwork 

28 Anesthetic 

30 Spin 

31 Near the ear 

32 Partide 

33 Ready to eat 

34 Mil. branch 

35 Astronaut 
Armstrong 

36 School letters 

40 Stacked inlo one 
another 

41 Slaved 
47 Silly smile 

49 Egypt’s Sadat 

51 Scattered 

52 Rome fountain 

53 Paddled 
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BOB 


54 Normandy town 

55 Computer item 

56 Fair feature 

57 Son of Aphrodite 


58 Unit of weight 

59 St, — ’s fire 

62 Pindar work 

63 Bullfight cheer 


paid for months. 

Algerians point the fin- 
ger of blame at the 
International Monetary 
Fund, which has imposed 
a draconian structural 
adjustment programme to 
drag the country into the 
market economy. 

The government mean- 
while says that a return to 
growth is just around the 
comer, following three 
years of patient reforms. 

* It notes that inflation has 
been brought down to 
below 20 per cent, while 
the first half of this year 
saw a trade surplus of $ 1 .3 
billion and a 4.4 per cent 
rise in gross domestic 
roduct in the wake of 
tter oil and gas exports 
and a record grain crop. 

But industrial output 
tumbled by 7.4 per cent 
and external debt totals 
some $32 billion. 

Opposition parties have 
condemned spreading 
poverty, while members of 
the transitional legislative 
assembly warned recently 
that a "social explosion” 
loomed as they debated a 
new finance bill providing 
for continued austeritv. 
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HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR THURSDAY, JANUARY 2, 1997 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Confer with 
experts today if you arc thinking of making 
any radical changes in property matters. 
They can help with the decision process. 
Later this evening will be a good time to go 
out of the town with your mate and have fun. 
TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Get togeth- 
er with close friends and recent acquain- 
tances and plan social activities for the days 
ahead. Later this evening you can meet with 
knowledgeable people and decide upon the 
best course of action to get any tasks done. 
GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21.) Get busy 
today with all those communications ahead 
of you, however, be courteous with everyone 
especially fellow associates and overlook 
annoyances. Later this evening you can go to 
recreational activities with close friends. 
MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to July 21 ) 
You have excellent ideas today for improv- 
ing your lot in life, however, study them 
before execution so that you don’t make any 
mistakes. Tonight it will be a good time to 
relax at home with your loved ones and 
recharge your batteries. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21 ) You have fine 
ideas today for gaining more of the good 
things in life, however, first take time to 
organise them properly. Later this evening 
will be good for you to complete any career 
activities which have been put aside. 
VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) You 
find it difficult today to gain your personal 
desire, however, keep plugging along and 
you will notice that everything turns out for 
the better. Later this evening you can have a 
romantic time with your mate. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) New 
friends may ask a good deal of you today. 


however, be patient with them since it can 
bring you more benefits in the days ahead. 
Tonight will be good for you if you make the 
effort to decorate your residence more cheer- 
fully. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) 
Study outside conditions today and use them 
rightly so that you can improve career inter- 
ests and thereby mate your life more suc- 
cessful Later tonight can be beneficial if you 
discuss with fellow associates your plan of 
action. 

SAGlTTARIUS: (November 22 to Decem- 
ber 21.) You want to extend your present 
interests, however, it will take a little more 
time andefifort to accomplish your objec- 
tives. This evening should be spend with 
close friends at recreation activities which 
everyone enjoys. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 
20) Get your affairs better organised today 
and you can handle your responsibilities 
more quickly and wisely. This evening will 
be good if you consult with knowledgeable 
persons and use their suggestions for your 
career activities. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) 
Situations arise which fascinate you today 
and you will better know how you stand with 
the public in general so that you can become . 
more successful. Later this evening will be 
good for you to get away and simply relax. 
PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) Study 
your environment today and see what can be 
done to mate it more charming and colour- 
ful and this will please your loved ones. This 
evening can be spend with your mate in a 
romantic location and make him or her feel 
special. 
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HOROSCOPE 
FORECAST FOR 
WEDNESDAY 
JANUARY 1, 1997 


By Thomas S. Pierson, 
Astrologer. Carroll 
Righter Foundation 


ARIES: (March to 
April 1 9) Ask loved ones 
today what it is they Want 
improved at home and 
then make the small 
repairs desired. Be happy 
with your mate and show 
him or her much affec- 
tion and you will get back 
the same in days ahead. 
TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 20) This is a field 
day today for shopping 
for gifts for close.friends 
and you can make your- 
self pleased if you don’t 
spend considerable cash. 
Later this evening win be 
good for you to meet with 
knowledgeable people 
for a project. 

GEMINI: (May . .21 
June 21 ) You find abetter 
method today of taking 
care of your property and 
you also have new ideas 
to improve your mone 
tary status. Lata - . tins 
evening you can go out 
on the town with close 
friends for some ; fun 
activities. 

MOON CHILDREN 
(June 22 to July 21) You 
are highly magnetic 
today and you can easily 
attain whatever you want 
the most for yourself and 
your loved ones. Later 
this evening will be good 
for you to go to a roman- 
tic spot with your mate 
and have fun together. 
LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) Get into the privacy 
of your study today and 
plan a new course of 
action which can bring to 
you whatever you desire. 
Later tonight you can 
seek out the advice of a 
bigwig and make use of 
the suggestions which be 
or she gives. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Get outof 
'{"that rut you rtay be^ia 
r^dtidbea inert gi^girife 
*arid happy person so that 
close friends and loved 
ones will enjoy being in 
your presence. Tonight 
will be a good rime to go 
to the theatre andenjoy 
yourself. * 

LIBRA: (September 23 
to October 22) This is a 
.fine day today for taking 
care of credit and com- 
munity affairs efficiently. 
There's also time- for 


■y 

5. of 
es 


recreations you likelater 
this evening so seek* out 
close friends and -mate 
the time together i quite 
enjoyable. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21) You get 
many fine ideas today so 
jot them down fort/Se.in 
the days ahead. The^can 
be of great help tyyyoii 
concerning a projopt if 
later this evenin g j ^ ou 
consult with knot^^e- 
able people who cah^vt 
you support. tf 
SAGITTARIUS: J> 
(November 22 to Decem- 
ber 21) Show more 
don for your mate 
and reap the rew; 
your romantic ten' 
towards him or her. 

plete old responsibilities 

later this evening softhat 
you will gain the recqgti- 
tion of those in authority' 
CAPRICORN: (Dum- 
ber 22 to January 20)* Be 
more idealistic with lfel- 
low associates todayjand 
less practical with your 
mate and you can become 
quite successful. Gain 
more loyalty from 'ffiem 
later this evening ah&you 
can increase your -good 
reputation. 

AQUARIUS: (January 

21 to February 19) Study 
your career activities well 
today and further your 
most promising ones by 
applying renewed efforts 
towards becoming -suc- 
cessful. Talk with falow 
associates and you; can 
gain new insight for com- 
pleting any tasks. 
PISCES: (February^ to 
March 20) Get into ;*® 
pleasures today which.* 0 
you and plant to ~ao}°y 
them during this festive 
period. Later this evening 
will be good for 
cussing your career 
ities with a knowledge- 
able person and gain his 
or her opinion. 


Birthstone of January: 
Garnet — Rose Quartz. 
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2.4 million tourists 
visited Syria in 1996 


DAMASCUS fR) — More 
than 2.4 million Arub and 
Western tourists visited 
Syria in 1996, spending 
around $1 billion, Syrian 
tourism minister has said. 

Danhu Daoud told Reuters 
in an interview that Syria 
expected the number of 
tourists per year to reach 
three million in the near 
future and that it has started 
setting up plans and agree- 
ments to develop the indus- 


try- 

“The number of tourists 
and visitors by the end of the 
year will be around 2.43 
million which is a good 
increase of around eight per 
cent from the 1995 figure- of 
2.25 million,' 1 Mr. Daoud 
said. 

“Depending on this rare 
we expect the number of 
tourists to increase to three 
million in the near future,” 
the minis ter added. 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR FRIDAY JANUARY 3, 1997 

ARIES: (March 2 1 to April 19) You want to express a tal- 
ent you possess today, however, it is best to perfect it 
before doing so. Show your loyalty to your loved ones by 
backing him or her when there is a difficulty with those 
in authority. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20; Have more thought and 
care at home with your loved ones. Career activities will 
be measured at a sure pace. You can retire early tonight 
and rest up for the business activities which will face you 
in the days ahead. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Confer with one who is 
an expert at finances today and find out how you can 
improve your status in life. Later this evening will be 
good for you to seek out the advice of fellow associates 
and use t heir s uggestions. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to July 21) If you adopt 
a new attitude today you can gain the wishes which mean 
much to you. Seek new fellow associates for a special 
project and you will all gain the attention of those in 
authority and thereby become successful. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Be frank with influential 
people who can be of assistance to you and you will 
receive a truthful response. Show that you are interested 
in. your mate's activities and thereby gain the respect and 
admiration of him or her. 

VER GO: (August 22 to September 22) Good friends will 
do anything to assist you today, so don’t be shy about 
seeking their suggestions. Get into some public career 
activities and add prestige to your method of operation 
which will be noticed by a bigwig. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) You are highly 
inspired and you can bring your capabilities to the atten- 
tion of bigwigs and gain their support for whatever career 
activities you are concerned about. Later this evening you 
can go out on the town with your mate. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) Put new ideas 
to work today which will make you a more popular per- 
son and be loved by close friends. Later this evening will 
be good for you to consult with knowledgeable people 
, Wd get their insight about business activities. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) Get 
into practical difficulties with your mate and solve them 
very quickly and easily. Later this evening will be a good 
time for you to go out on the town with fellow associates 
and devise a plan of action for your success. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) Messages 
to and from fellow associates can produce excellent 
results at this time if you are determined. Expand your 
public relations and those you meet will respect your 
position and provide you with prosperous solutions. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) You find bet- 
ter ways today of getting finer returns from your activi- 
ties. Add to your possessions for more value and prestige 
and thereby you can gain the admiration of those in 
authority so that in the days ahead you will get noticed. 
PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) Promise to join in 
some pleasure for die days ahead and be sure to be There 
at the right time so that you don't have anyone waiting 
and annoyed. Enjoy a fine dinner tonight with your loved 
ones and thereby it can be romantic. 

Birthstone of January: Garnet — Rose Quartz. 


THE BETTER HALF. By Glasbergen 



"Christmas specials sure have 
changed since I was a kid." 


Unscramble ibeso lour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to term 
tour ordinary words. 
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AFTER Hi $ Fll 25T 
DAY ON &UCKIH& 
ERONCOe*. 


Print answer here : £ TTTm crc 
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Yesterday's 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
£ by Henri Arnold and Mika Arglrion 


Now arrange the circled tellers to 
form me surprise answer, as sug-. 
gesied by We above car loon. 


(Answers tomorrow; 

Jumbles: FOYER UTTER BIGAMY -DIVERT 
Answer: What you can grow with a lot ot hard garden 
work -VERY TIRED 


Mr. Daoud said Syria was 
seeking to improve tourism 
through investment projects, 
festivals, exhibitions and 
bilateral cooperation agree- 
ments with Arab and foreign 
countries. 

“We have given 37 
licences for various touristic 
projects in different places 
in Syria and our projects in 
1997 will be more than 
thar," he said 

Syria signed in 1996 a 
tourism cooperation agree- 
ment with Algeria and an 
agreement with the Japanese 
International . Cooperation 
Agency (JICA) to prepare a 
study for a national plan to 
develop tourism until the 
year 2015. 

JICA will provide the 
study as a technical aid by 
the end of 1997. 

The study includes a gen- 
eral survey and evaluation 
of the touristic spots and a 
report setting priorities 
according to regional and 
international demands and 
to the investment possibili- 
ties. 

JICA official in Damas- 
cus, Anwar Bariz, said Syria 
has “good touristic quali- 
ties. ..and the Middle East is 
beading towards an era of 
economic development so 
tourism should be improved 
to be a strong support to the 
countries' economic devel- 
opment. 1 ' 

‘The study will be a start 
for a fruitful cooperation 
between JICA and the Syri- 
an' tourism ministry. The 
Japanese are keen to be the 
side that provides the study 
because that would help 
them set the basis for any 
possible future invest- 
ments,'’ he said. 

Statistics of the tourism 
minis try showed that 
tourists from Arab Gulf 
countries. Lebanon and Jor- 
dan were over 1.4 million 
last year. 

Tourists from France, Ger- 
many, Italy, Russia, Britain. 
Iran, Turkey and the United 
States were over 500,000 for 
the same period The statis- 
tics also showed thai the 
number of tourists from the 
United States and Canada 
increased by 32 per cent in 
1996 in comparison with 
1995 and British tourists by 
37 per cent 

Saudi tourists increased by 
30 per cent, the United Arab 
Emirates by 17 per cent and 
Kuwait by seven per cent. 
Head of the exhibition 
department at the tourism 
ministry, M'utaz Daghstani. 
said Syria usually addresses 
the demands of Arab tourists 
before other tourists. 

He said Syria in coopera- 
tion with JICA will study 
developing winter tourism 
in the mountains to attract 
Europeans- in addition to the 
archeological, religious and 
summer attractions which 
are currently known in 
Syria. 
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DOKIHG THE 
3 WEEKS 

HIGH 

LAST COMPANY NAME 

LOW 

P/E 

DIY 

Ho. OF 
CONTRACT 

No. OF 
SHARES 
EXECUTED 

VALUE 

TRADED 

JD 

©PENNING 

PRICE 

HIGH 

LOW ‘ 

CLOSING CHANCE AVERAGE TURNOVER MO. OP 
PHICE MARKET SHARES TRACING 

PRICE DATS 

218. ODD 

249.000 ARAB BANK 

13.8 

1-38 

63 

6880 

1723612 

249.00 253.00 249.00 

253.00 

4 

4.00 

250.525 

.156 

3 

5.000 

4.250 CAIRO AMMAN BANK 

10.6 

2.91 

10 

4050 

20835 

S.00 

S.50 

4.98 

5.15 

+ 

.15 

5.144 

.041 

3 

3.204 

3.050 BANK OF JORDAN 

13-0 

0.00 

25 

21960 

72544 

3.20 

3.(0 

3.20 

3.60 

+ 

.40 

3.305 

.209 

3 

1.090 ' 

1.010 HID. EAST INV.8K. 

70.3 

o.oo. 

224 

306825 

326598 

1.01 

1.09 

1.03 

1.07 

4* 

■ 0* 

1.0*4 

3.0(8 

3 

2.250 

2.160 INDUSTRIAL DSV.BK. 

6.0 

6.39 

11 

33965 

74698 

2.19 

2.22 

2.18 

2.18 

- 

.01 

2.199 

.312 


4.800 

4.450 THE HOUSING BA. 

12.9 

2.86 

22 

36843 

171808 

4.70 

4.83 

4.60 

4.83 

4 

.13 

4.663 

.147 

3 

2.800 

2-500 JOR- KUWAIT BANK 

20.6 

0.00 

84 

136492 

386068 

2.80 

2.95 

2. BO 

2.B5 

+ 

.05 

2.829 

1 3(5 

3 

1.030 

.940 J OR -GULF BANK 

5.8 

7.22 

43 

206720 

200478 

.96 

.97 

• 94 

.97 

+ 

.01 

.970 

1 334 

3 

3. 600 

3.600 ARAB JOR.INV.BK. 

20.7 

o.co 

4 

2300 

8680 

3.60 

3.87 

3.70 

3.87 

4 

.27 

3.774 

.-J23 

2 

3.7*0 

3.600 JOS. ISLAMIC BANK 

17.5 

0.00 

19 

3089 

11280 

3.60 

3.69 

3.60 

3.64 

4 

.04 

3-652 

■ 021 

3 

1.480 

1.430 ONION BK.SAV.1SV. 

99.0 

0.00 

l 

250 

345 

1.43 

1.38 

1.38 

1.38 

- 

.05 

1.380 

*>01 

1 

3. 750 

3.600 JOft.rNV. FIN. BANK 

20.3 

0.00 

7. 

103 ISO 

371703 

3.60 

3.75 

3. CO 

3.75 

4 

.15 

3. CO* 

1.032 

3 

1.820 

1.760 BEIT. AL- MAI. (BEITMAI 

1.1 

8.52 

2 

350 

624 

1.76 

1.84 

1.76 

1.74 


- 

1.783 

.018 

2 

1.350 

1.270 PHILADEL.IBV.BK. 

- 

0.00 

27 

2Bi50 

35479 

1.28 

1.28 

1.21 

1.28 


- 

1.2*0 

:ez 

3 

BANKS 

S ECTOR 



544 

891014 

3404751 

INDEX 

NUMBER 

i 194 

.35 


CHANGE I* 

1.89* 


1.600 

1.530 ARABIAN SEAS IHSUR. 

12.8 

4.31 

2 

400 

*84 

1.(0 

1.74 

1.68 

1.74 

4 

.14 

1.710 

.025 

2 

4.250 

4.250 JERUSALEM IHSUR. 

11.5 

4.71 

. 2 

320 

1360 

4.25 

4.25 

4.25 

4.25 


- 

4.250 

.030 

1 

2-020 

1.950 JOR FRENCH IHSUR. 

5.5 

10.31 

1 

100 

194 

1.95 

1.94 

1.94 

1.94 

- 

.01 

1.940 

.005 

1 

2.050 

1.900 ARAB LIFE IHSUR. 

7.5 

8.00 

2 

1500 

29SO 

1.90 

2.00 

1.90 

2.00 

4 

.10 

1.967 

.1*75 

1 

5. COO 

4.840 ALNISR AL-ARABI 

15.7 

3.24 

16 

8169 

48207 

5.60 

6.17 

5.85 

6.17 

4 

-57 

5.901 

■ 17 

2 

INSURANCE SECTOR 



2J 

10489 

53395 

INDEX HUMBER 

i 120.76 


CHANGE 1+ 

2.297 


1.790 

1.620 JOB. ELECTRIC PWR. 

11.7 

7.14 

45 

30935 

50241 

1.64 

1.68 

1.61 

1.68 


.04 

1.624 

.20* 

3 

7.900 

7.800 JOR. HOTEL TOURI5H 

IB. 2 

L. 95 

6 

1S12958 

12481731 

7.80 

8.45 

7.90 

8.45 


.65 

8.250 

30.259 


1.450 

1.420 1 RBI D -ELECTRICITY 

9.6 

6. as 

2 

450 

642 

1.49 

1.46 

1.40 

1.46 


■ 01 

1.427 

.015 


2.650 

2.650 81 HER MINERALS 

12. B 

5.38 

2 

350 

925 

2.65 

2.70 

2.60 

2.60 


■ 05 

2. *43 

.300 


. 4.800 

4. 450 ARAB XNTL. HOTELS 

19.4 

2.62 

3 

233 

1122 

4.47 

4.90 

4.60 

4.90 


.23 

4.820 

.003 

2 

2.600 

2.500 SHIPPING LIHE5 

11.2 

7.55 

I 

250 

663 

2.60 

2.65 

2.65 

2.(5 


.05 

2.(52 

.004 

1 

1.310 

I. I HO NATL. PORTFOLIO 

- 

0.00 

35 

13950 

16331 

1.20 

1.20 

1.14 

1.14 

- 

.06 

1.171 

.779 

3 

.900 

.820 REAL ESTATE INV. 

20.0 

4.14 

17 

7 700 

6687 

.92 

-90 

.86 

.90 


■ OB 

.848 

.1(3 


.810 

-5B0 JORDAN IKTL-TRAD. 

34.9 

0.00 

63 

44100 

11966 

. 74 

. >6 

-6B 

.68 


-OB 

. 72© 

1.797 


.520 

.430 MACH- EQP- RENT. MATH. 

- 

0.00 

7 

6100 

2145 

.41 

.43 

.41 

.43 


- 

.421 

.475 

2 

1.650 

1.490 HID. EAST HOTELS 

70.2 

0.00 

16 

11090 

17 391 

1.45 

1.6B 

1.52 

1.41 


.02 

1.574 

.217 

3 

3.650 

3.430 ARAB IKTL. 1HV.E0UC. 

14.0 

5.65 

75 

174812 

441223 

3.46 

3.54 

3.45 

3.54 


.08 

3.535 

1. 233 

2 

1.000 

1.000 JORDAN EXPAT. INV. 

37.6 

0.00 

1 

500 

525 

1.00 

1.05 

1.05 

1.05 


.05 

1.050 

.010 

1 

1.100 

1.040 ZARKA EDUCATION 

- 

0.00 

9 

4450 

4109 

1 .04 

1.07 

1.04 

1.06 


.02 

1.058 

.099 

3 

3.220 

1.940 UNIFIED CO. 

10.6 

4.95 

9 B 

19100 

80025 

2.06 

2.11 

1.99 

2.02 


.04 

7.047 

.787 

1 

.900 

.850 UNION LAND DEV. 

- 

0.00 

5 

974 

BS6 

• 85 

■ 89 

.87 

.88 


.03 

.879 

.019 

J 

S E R V I 

CES SECTOR 



3 JO 

1796917 

11117181 

INDEX 

NUMBER 

: IIS 

.34 


CHANGE l> 

2.22* 


1.020 

1.020 ATTANQEEB 

_ 

0.00 

3 

1400 

1428 

1.02 

1.02 

1.02 

1.02 


_ 

1.020 

■ 950 

1 

3.570 

3.3B0 JOR- CEMENT FACT. 

19.7 

2.90 

22 

204741 

S89B0J 

3.40 

3.45 

3.30 

3.45 

4 

.05 

3.369 

.339 


3.600 

3.200 J0R.tao5PHATE HINES 

37.7 

0.00 

10 

2300 

790* 

3.22 

3.50 

3.34 

3.50 

4 

.28 

3.437 

.005 

3 

6.000 

5.750 ARAB POTASH CO. 

17.3 

3.51 

2 

250 

1433 

5.75 

5.74 

5.70 

5.70 

- 

.05 

5.732 

.000 


9.750 

9.500 JOR. PETROL. REF I NARY 

9.7 

8.38 

32 

3339 

32242 

9.(5 

9.70 

9.55 

9.55 

- 

.10 

9.(56 

.052 

3 

1.320 

1.260 WOOLEN INDUSTRIES 

53.7 

0.00 

7 

3850 

4733 

1.26 

1.26 

1.21 

1.21 

- 

■ 05 

1.229 

.385 

3 

3.260 

2.380 INDUSTRIAL COHM.AGR. 

36.0 

0.00 

34 

7325 

19458 

2.61 

2.71 

2.60 

2.6B 


.07 

2. *56 

.147 

3 

3. 830 

3.540 ARAB PHARM. HAfiF. ' 

19.2 

5.71 

35 

84 56 

79907 

3.60 

3.64 

3.44 

3.50 


• 10 

3.537 

.1*94 

3 

C.200 

6.100 JOR. CERAMIC IMP- 

7.4 

4.20 

2 

107 

637 

6.10 

5.95 

5.95 

5.95 

- 

.15 

5.953 

.T04 


2.270 

J. ' jO JORDAN DAIRY 

13.5 

6.07 

5 

369 

812 

2.2* 

2.20 

2.70 

7.20 


.07 

7.201 

021 

l 

1.670 

1.600 JOR. PIPES HANFCT. 

9.1 . 

7.27 

3 

24 7 

403 

1 . 6 J 

1.45 

1.43 

1.45 


.02 

1.(32 

.008 

2 

2.500 

2.500 GENERAL HIKING 

7.2 

10.71 

12 

4550 

1224B 

2.90 

2.80 

7.60 

2.80 


.30 

2. *92 

• 4S5 


5.200 

4.800 DAN ALOAWA DV.1NV. 

11.5 

4.04 

44 

15100 

74584 

4.90 

5.00 

4.85 

4.95 


.05 

4.939 

.252 

3 

3.7*0 

3.450 ARAB ALUH.IKD. 

9.6 

7.79 

• 9 

3400 

12750 

1.15 

3.85 

7.70 

3.85 


■ 10 

3.750 

.1*57 

2 

.690 

.(JO LJVS5T0CX l POULTRY 

• 

0.00 

93 

3*1945 

95990 

.63 

.62 

. 5H 

.59 


.01 

.593 

4. <>07 

3 

1.200 

1.140 ARAB PAPER CGNV.TRD. 

7.6 

9.25 

23 

10900 

12 308 

1.14 

1.15 

1.12 

1.12 


.02 

1.129 

.467 

3 

1.280 

1.200 NATIONAL STEEL IND. 

- 

0.00 

4 

11350 

13393 

1.20 

1.1B 

3.18 

I . IB 


.02 

1.180 

■ :B4 

2 

.770 

.610 NATIONAL INDS. 

10.4 

8.57 

121 

135845 

9378* 

.71 

.73 

.** 

.70 


.01 

.(90 

2.7*4 

3 

1.200 

1.080 INTERNED. PETRO.CHEX. 

- 

0.00 

28 

15350 

16093 

1.09 

1.10 

1.03 

1.03 

- 

.06 

1.848 

-184 


3.850 

3.430 ALADDIN CO. 

23.5 

2.86 

4 

1400 

5661 

3. BO 

4.70 

3.90 

4.20 


.40 

4.044 

140 

3 

5.150 

5.150 JOR. MOOD INDS. JH ICO 

19.7 

1.82 

6 

700 

3805 

5.15 

5.50 

5.35. 

5.50 


.35 

5.43* 

-047 

2 

2.800 

2.400 NATL. CABLE WIRE . KFAC 

14.7 

0.00 

10 

SSOO 

15005 

2.45 

2.75 

2.52 

2.75 


.10 

2.728 

.110 

2 

.no 

.7*0 JOR. SULPBO-CHEH 

- 

0.00 

IS 

11400 

9548 

.84 

.89 

.82 

.89 


.05 

.838 

.285 

2 

1.670 

1.420 ARAB PKARH.CHEH. 

24.9 

0.00 

22 

5350 

7429 

1.45 

1.46 

1.31 

1.33 


.12 

1-389 

107 

3 

l.aao 

1.710 UNIV. MO DR . INDS. 

5.3 

11.49 

28 

BB50 

15595 

1.77 

1.79 

1 - 74 

1.74 


.03 

1.762 

.177 

3 

1.360 

1.270 JOR. INDS. RESOURCES 

15.9 

0.00 

46 

15850 

20072 

1.28 

1.28 

1.25 

1.27 


.01 

1.266 

.198 

3 

1.070 

.950 JOR. NEW CABLE CO. 

25.3 

0.00 

86 

66800 

61577 

.96 

■ 95 

.91 

-93 


.03 

.922 

-B3S 

3 
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TRIAL SECTOR 



■58 

978689 

1611789 

INDEX 

HUMBER 

l 11* 

IS 


CHANGE it- 

0.89* 

*-7 

GRAND 

TOTAL 



1755 

3677104 

1*20711* 

INDEX 

NUMBER 

l 153 

4* 


CHANGE |+ 

1.52* 
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1 WEEKS 
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P/E 

DIV 

No. OF 
CONTRACT 
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SHARE5 
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PRICE 

HIGH 
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PRICE 

AVERAGE TURNOVER 
HARXET SHARES 
PRICE 
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TRADING 
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.570 

.520 CENTRAL < d. STORAGE 

21.3 

0.00 

25 

23500 

12082 

i-52 

.54 

.50 

.53 + 

.01 

.514 

.712 

3 

.580 

.520 JOR. TRAD 1 FAC. 

13.3 

0.00 

(4 

B8200 

44381 

.52 

.52 

.50 

.50 - 

.02 

.503 

2.100 

3 

.510 

.430 ARAB FIN.IHVEST. 

- 

0.00 

47 

52718 

21980 

.43 

.44 

.41 

.43 

- 

.417 

.527 

3 

.750 

.720 UNION INV. 50* 

*9.8 

0.00 

34 

60500 

13346 

.73 

.73 

.72 

.73 

- 

.221 

.275 

3 


1.400 ZARA FOR INVESTMENT 

30.6 

0.00 

1 8 

7850 

11795 

1.40 

1.55 

1.47 

1.55 * 

.15 

1.503 

.031 

3 


.690 At-QAMLTYAH 75* 

15.1 

o.oo 

14 

1B3J5 

B050 

.69 

.70 

.*7 

.67 - 

.02 

.439 

.131 

2 

.850 

.850 UNITED IT-- F1MAB.INV 

- 

0.00 

1 

250 

220 

.85 

.88 

.88 

.88 * 

.03 

-8B0 

.024 

l 


.620 ARAB FOCH *• MED. 

- 

0.00 

21 

21050 

12748 

-.63 

.(2 

.59 

.60 - 

.03 

.606 

.601 

2 

.520 

.470 ARAB IND 1NV.TRD. 

- 

0.00 

20 

16700 

7701 

.47 

-48 

.46 

.48 * 

.01 

.466 

.334 

3 

.390 

.340 JOR. INDS. MATCH -JEHCO 

- 

0.00 

20 

13400 

4281 

.34 

.33 

.31 

.33 - 

.01 

.319 

.788 

3 


3.600 ARAB STEEL PIPES 

10.1 

6.78 

1 

100 

369 

3.60 

3.69 

3.(9 

3.69 ♦ 

.09 

3.690 

.002 


.410 

1.330 NATL. CHI-5RINE 

- 

0.00 

19 

15875 

21097 

1.36 

1.3* 

1.32 

1.33 - 

.03 

1.329 

.220 

3 

.640 

-570 NAIL. W'-XU 

- 

0-00 

15 

22100 

12192 

.57 

.57 

.55 

.55 - 

.02 

.552 

.884 

3 


.480 MAJXAK D? ;S 6 MOULDS 

- 

0.00 

7 

2450 

1150 

.48 

.48 

.46 

.48 

- 

.469 

.163 

3 

.810 

.750 JORDAN SlieL 

- 

0.00 

8 

2650 

1996 

.75 

.77 

.74 

.77 ■» 

.02 

.753 

.028 

3 

.500 

.500 ARAB ELBL..INDS. 

145.4 

0.00 

8 

13200 

6600 

.50 

.50 

.50 

.50 

- 

.500 

.220 



1.050 US I ON TOBACCO 75* 

- 

0.00 

9 

2 750 

2171 

1.05 

1.05 

1.03 

1.03 - 

.02 

.789 

.055 


.650 

.590 RAZI PHARM. 65* 

- 

0.00 

21 

65B96 

16269 

.59 

.SO 

.58 

.58 - 

-.01 

.247 

.6.59 

3 

.470 

.410 SIDS. EHG. 

25.3 

o.oo 

44 

68500 

27260 

.41 

.41 

.39 

.41 

“ 

.398 

.579 

3 


.790 INDS. CERAMIC 

- 

0.00 

6 

14000 

10710 

.79 

.79 

.7* 

.77 - 

.02 

.765 

.350 

3 

.520 

.420 I. TEXTILE HANUF. 

- 

0.00 

9 

4950 

2421 

.47 

.49 

.48 

.49 + 

.02 

.489 

.198 

1 


.600 PEARL SAN. P. COHV- 

- 

0.00 

SO 

112750 

82421 

.73 

.7* 

.70 

.73 

- 

.731 

2.819 

3 

.660 

.640 KATL. POULTRY 

- 

0.00 

2 

4150 

2695 

.66 

.*5 

.63 

.(3 - 

.03 

.649 

.042 

2 


.650 MID. EAST COMPLEX 

7.r 

0.00 

<». 45 

55650 

36793 

.68 

.69 

.65 

-67 - 

.01 

.661 

.253 

3 

.980 

.900 ARAB HIT. POOD FACT. 

71.6 

0.00 

1 34 

268300 

272261 

.98 

1.02 

I. 00 

1.02 * 

.04 

1.015 

4.472 

3 

.570 

.470 MAIL. MULT. HR;. MAM I CO 

“ 

0.00 


181050 

83645 

.47 

.47 

.45 

.4* - 

.01 

.462 

.604 

3 

IRHD 

TOTAL 



402 

1136874 

716709 
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J ordan Marketplace *** 


*** Jordan Marketplace 


DA J ANI 

JEWELLERS 


World gems, hand made in Jordan in 18 & 21 k. gold, 
A truly unique shop. 


Outstanding designs. 



FOR RENT 

- 3 bedrooms apartment in 
ShmeisanL .second floor, 
220 sq.m. 

- 3 bedrooms in Al Rabia 
area, thirdfloor, 190 sq.m. 

Abctoun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605' 810609 
l Fax: 810520 J 


SWSSfSfKWSfS 

FOR YOUR 


STUDIOIL 41 G 

Professional QoaHtjrj m 
I Hour Service 

Develop yoarcofoir film at 
our shop and get- 

• JVMBO pbmto 


• Free eiliryr 

■Mt 30x30 cm 


Opp. Griwflays 
Bank. Phone: SW042 
Swefieb td: 823891 


-CLEANING SERVICES 

H0ME.0FFICTS. 
PUBLIC PLACES 

-MAINTENANCE SERVICES 
HEATING SYSTEMS;; 
PLCMBIXG 

-FOR RENT: 
DELUXE VILLAS AND 
FLATS. iH'JLNISHEDi 
UNFURNISHED 




FOR 
I ' RENT 

| i \ liltis 



EAL ESTATE 


■) Appnnrnorus 
in Amman 


For details please cell 

II 1 *: nm 


Teppanyaki 
Sashimi 
Sushi 




CROWN HOTCL 


- INDOOR HEATED 
SWIMMING POOL 

-SAUNA, JACUZZI & 
MASSAGE 

-FITNESS ROOM 
-TENNIS 4 SQUASH 
COURTS 


TEL: 758180 
Radio & TV Station Rd. 




FOR RENT 

DELUXE VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS 
FURNISHED OR 
UNFURNISHED 

JAMAL 
REAL ESTATE 




HI. 69 
I AX : 704414 


HappHttapy 

Patttectfe \ 


OPEN DAILY FROM 
. 10 AM - 1 A.M 
Tel. 5537199 
Fax 898537 

Uxnm Uthalna 
behind San Rock 
Hotel 



PIZZA GRANDE ! 

Rfial kaliai} Taste 

Gourmet piZZfi . 

U/euae the uSy beat b^ete/ta 

nW' 

Trytkeviuy -j 
STUFFED PIZZA 

a Tetm (Quags Sjto) 

PAN PIZZA 

ITXin-or Dick Cnsl) 

ITALIAN SANDWICHES . 

A* feha5^..itata&. 

The seccr Ttmrc By Ik total Ednu . 

AMfia- Abria 
atBnlm Xlr 

TeL 688 471 Ext 32 
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Johnson triumph climax of sporting year 



LONDON |R) — Folit 
years of planning, prepara- 
tion and pressure culminat- 
ed in 19.32 seconds of 
explosive sprinting on a hor 
August night this year, 
transforming the face of the 
Atlanta Olympics .and. die 
life of Michael Johnson. 

An unhappy game", 
marred by relentless com- 
mercialism. persistent trans- 
port and technology prob- 


lems and a fatal bomb attack 
in the heart of the city, was 
saved ultimately by Johnson 
and his fellow athletes. 

After a year of lobbying to 
persuade the authorities to 
change the Olympic 

timetable. Johnson complet- 
ed the first men's Olympic 
200-400 metres double. 

In the 200. Johnson sur- 
vived a slight stumble at the 
stan to send his own world 


a hugely satisfying victory 
over the Americans, while 
Carl Lewis can justifiably 
cl aim to be the greatest 
Olympian ever with . his 
fourth consecutive long 
jump title for an overall tally 
of nine gold medals. 

Swimming 

Four world records fell in 
the pool where Ireland's 
Michelle Smith woo three 
gold medals. Hungarian 
Krisztina Egerszegj won a 
third successive 200 metres 
backstroke tide and 
Alexander Popov and 
Kieran Perkins confirmed 
their status as the outstand- 
ing freestyle exponents of 
their era. 


record spinning into another 
dimension. 

Mission accomplished. 
Johnson released a mighty 
roar of exultation and relief 
as his time flashed on to the 
scoreboard and southern 
rock V roll reverberated 
through the stadium. 

Donovan Bailey broke the 
world record in the 100 
metres final and anchored 
the Canadian 4x100 team to 


Israeli paper names Syria’s 
Shuaa as best female athlete 

TEL AVIV tAFPl — The Israeli daily Yediot Aharonot has named Syrian 
Olympic hepathlon champion. Ghada Shuaa, best female athlete of the year, edi- 
tor-in-chief Amir Efrat said Monday. “We chose Ghada Shuaa as best female ath- 
lete because of her absolutely exceptional success at the Oly npic Games and 
American Michael Johnson as the best male athlete," Mr. Efrat said. Johnson 
was the 200-metre race Olympic champion. Some of the sports editors had select- 
ed Frenchwoman Mari Jo Pcrrec, but the Syrian won out in a vote. 


Boxing 

In the birthplace of black 
civil rights leader Martin 
Luther King, the Olympic 
torch was lit with shaking 
hand by the most famous 
black athlete of all. 
Mohammad Ali, now strick- 
en with Parkinson's disease. 

The flame had been car- 
ried in to the stadium by 
another black heavyweight 
boxer whose best days 
appeared well behind him. 

Evander Holyfield. a 34- 
year-old Atlanta native, 
went on to produce the 
upset of the year by stop- 
ping the formidable Mike 
Tyson on an electric night in 
Las Vegas. 

Holyfield started a 22-1 
underdog in the World 
Boxing Association title 
fight against the brooding 
menace of the 30-year-old 
Tyson, beaten only once 
before in his professional 
career. 

But from the first round it 
was clear that somebody 
was prepared to trade 
punches with Tyson for the 
first time since his release 
from prison on a rape 
charge. 

In round six Tyson, 
already in trouble, walked 
ainto a left hook- which sent 
him rumbling to the canvas. 
He was desperately fortu- 
nate to survive round 10 and 
seconds into the 11th refer- 
ee Mitch Halpern had seen 
enough and stopped the 
fight. 

The only person not taken 
by surprise was Holyfield, 
who had told a disbelieving 
world exactly what he 
intended to do. 

"I'm going to go in there 
and wipe Tyson out.” 
Holyfield predicted. ‘This is 




boss Frank Williams decid- 
ed to dispense with his ser- 
vices during the season and 
the 36-year-old Briton will 
defend the world title with 
the Arrows team next year. 

Football, cricket 
and racing 

Germany won Euro 96, 
the European soccer cham- 
pionship, with a 2-1 win 
over the Czech Republic, 
the dubious honour of scor- 
ing the first sudden-death 
goal in a global tournament 
going to Oliver Bierhoff, 
who had earlier scored the 
equaliser. 

Sri Lanka tilted the crick- 
eting world on its axis by 
winning the Cricket World 
Cup with innovative tactics 
which featured a run charge 
in the opening overs as the 
game's powerbase contin- 
ued to shift to the Indian 
sub-continent. 

And in the first year of 
professional rugby union, 
New Zealand beat Australia 
and South Africa to win the 
first tri-nations tournament 
arid 1 for good, Pleasure Wen 
their first series ever m 
SGufti Africa. 

The most cheering news 
of the year for the average 
punter came on a crisp 
autumn day at Ascot, 
England, where Frankie 
Dettori node seven winners 
in seven rides at odds of 
25,095 to one. One shat- 
tered bookmaker comment- 
ed: "The fifth winner was 
expensive, the sixth dismal 
and after the seventh it was 
time to put the lights out" 


what the Lord has in store 
for me." 

Tyson, unexpectedly gra- 
cious in defeat, was the top 
earning athlete in 1996, 
amassing $75 million from 
his three fights for less than 
50 minutes work. 


Cycling and tennis 
* Miguel Indurain, who had 
celebrated his birthday each 
July for five years en route 
to winning the Tour de 
France, lost out this time to 
Dane Bjame Riis but won 
gold for Spain in Atlanta in 
the time trial. 

Steffi Graf and Pete 
Sampras both survived per- 
sonal traumas to consolidate 
their status as undisputed 
world number ones on the 
tennis court with wins in the 
U.S. Open, final Grand 
Slam event of the year. 

Graf, troubled by persis- 
tent injuries, is not the irre- 
sistible force of yesteryear. 
But her competitive steel 
shone through in a year in 
which her overwhelming 
concern remained the fate of 


Carl Lewis 

her father, released on bail 
last month after 15 months 
■in prison on charges of 
evading tax on his daugh- 
ter's earnings. 

Sampras, meanwhile, had 
spent the year struggling to 
come to terms with the 


Davis Cup final, the first 
final ever to be decided in 
the fifth set of the fifth rub- 
ber. 

The tie also featured the 
last appearance of Sweden’s 
Stefan Edberg, a peerless 
serve-and-volley exponent 
and a tine advertisement for 


Motor racing 
Four years after joining 
the elite Damon Hill, son of 
a famous father,' silenced Kis 
doubters by winning the 
Formula One drivers' title in 
the final race of the season 
at Suzuka, Japan. 

Hill, eschewing the off- 
track flamboyance of his 
father Graham, champion in 
1962 and 1968, wrapped up 
the title when his nearest 
rival and Williams team 
mate Jacques Villeneuve 
quit with 15 laps to go.. 

Despite Hill’s record of 
eight wins in 16 races, team 


Michael Johnson runs for the gold in Atlanta 


death of his coach Tim 
Gullikson from brain cancer 
in May at the age of 44. 

The tennis year ended on a 
dramatic note when France 
defeated Sweden 3-2 in the 


his sport 

Golf 

The highlight of the golf- 
ing year came in the final 
round of the LLS. Masters in 
Augusta as Nick Faldo 
stalked Greg Norman with 
the cold-eyed intensity of a 
hired assassin. 

Norman held a seemingly 
impregnable six-stroke lead 
on the final day, only to fall 
apart technically and men- 
tally in a day of personal 
anguish and lose eventually 
by a staggering five strokes. 

The scene was set for sim- 
ilar dramatics at the British 
Open at Royal Lytham 
when . Faldo trailed 
American Tom Lehman by 
the same margin at the start 
of the final round. 

On this occasion Lehman, 
a tough professional who 
did not win his tour card 
until 1992, held on and 
remarked later. “It wasn't 
pretty but it was gritty.” 


Wang and Co bank on future gold 


HONG KONG i AFP) — 
China dispelled drug sus- 
picions in l°9h but now 
heads mto i ‘>07 with 
.inoiher addict iw Mib- 
tfancc weighing heavily in 
the pickets of its athletes 
— money. 

Atlanta Olvnipics Mar 
Wang Junvia has put run- 
ning on the backhumer to 
finish her business studies, 
the football authorities 
hu\e capped player wages 
saving that fans are not 
getting good i .due. and the 
American NBA siu some- 
one in Chinese basketball 
is trying to cash in on its 
initials. 

China has now spent two 
years fighting nlV the 
ignominy of" the 1994 
Asian Games, when 1 1 
athletes including two 
world champion s\\ immers 
failed drug tests. Bui it 
went through Atlanta and 
all of 19^h without a sign 
of trouble. 

Hinting that the Country's 
self-imposed exile was 

now o\er. Wei Jizhong. 
secretary general of the 
Chinese Olympic 

Committee, said: 'AVe had 


a new generation of swim- 
mers in Atlanta and they 
performed as expected. 

"By the time of the next 
Olympics they will be bet- 
ter. I hope we will soon be 
top of the world again in 
swimming, but I am not 
sure." 

Lu Bin. one of the two 
tainted champions, is even 
back in competition after 
serving a tw o-year ban. 

Rival coaches say the 
lack of drugs is why 
China's women secured 
only one Olympic swim- 
ming gold — through Le 
Jingyi — after taking 1 2 of 
die 1 h titles at the 1994 
World Championships. 

Chinese spans leaders 
condemn this us jealousy 
and insist there is no evi- 
dence of underhand tactics. 

But look around Chinese 
.sport and the traces of 
growing amounts of 
money are everywhere. 

The grip of the People's 
Liberation Army and other 
state departments on sport 
is being prised open. Even 
the official Xinhua news 
agency has heralded what 
it calls “a rising profes- 


sional tide” 

It took a while for market 
reforms to reach Chinese 
sport, but now the country 
is Asia’s established sport- 
ing superpower, the surge 
could prove unstoppable. 

The emperors and 
empresses of table tennis 
led by Kong Linghui and 
Deng Yitping, who won all 
the titles at the world 
championship in 1995 and 
in Atlanta, now have to 
fight off agents. 

Wang Junxia. who quit 
Mu Junren's army in a row 
over missing prize money, 
is getting her affairs in 
order so she can get her 
own team of runners on a 
sound financial footing. 

Her victory in the 
women's 5.000m metres 
and silver medal in the 
10.000m in Atlanta made 
her probably China's most 
famous sports star in inter- 
national eyes. 

The holder of the 
10.000m and 5.000m 
world records has hardly 
run since Atlanta but she 
says this is because of her 
business studies to plan for 
the future. 


But Wang is not foremost 
in the minds of most 
Chinese sports fans. They 
live for football and bas- 
ketball which fill stadiums 
and draw tens of millions 
of TV viewers each week. 

Dalian Wanda won the 
third year of the profes- 
sional soccer champi- 
onship, but moans about 
the quality have increased 
since China were beaten in 
the quarter finals of the 
Asian Cup this month. 

“Fans jammed telephone 
fines to TV talk shows and 
radio sports programmes, 
asking almost the same 
question: Why Chinese 
soccer looks poorer than 
before the launch of the 
professional league.” 
Xinhua reported. 

The Chinese Football 
Association will increase 
the league from 12 to 14 
clubs from 1998. 

But having set a target of 
qualifying for the 1998 
World Cup finals in 
France, it has also imposed 
a salary ceiling after call- 
ing players “overpaid” and 
imposed a rule that players 
must be able to run 3,200 


metres in 12 minutes to 
play next season. 

Football and basketball 
have opened the door to 
privately-run clubs and 
foreign players and coach- 
es. 

Basketball has also 
opened up to the free mar- 
ket with rival leagues both 
using cheerleaders and 
American style names — 
the Beijing Ducks or the 
Beijing Lions depending 
on which league you fol- 
low — to lure crowds and 
sponsors. 

The NBA is not happy 
about the Chinese new bas- 
ketball alliance prominent- 
ly using the CNBA initials 
and has filed writs in Hong 
Kong and Beijing. 

Spectrum, the Hong 
Kong firm behind the 
league which has brought 
in 38 American coaches 
and players, says it will not 
change and has denied 
other accusations about 
foreign players leaving 
under a cloud. 

Spectrum Managing 
Director Lincoln Venancio 
says rivals are “not happy 
to see the success of the 


league." The stakes are 
high for foreign promoters. 

Venancio predicts that in 
15 years China’s sports 
will be as well run and well 
financed as the NBA and 
NFL in the United States. 

The number of golf 
courses being built has so 
alarmed the authorities that 
they have called a morato- 
rium, but Zhang Lianwei is 
already established as one 
of Asia's top players with a 
series of Asian victories to 
his name. 

A Formula One track has 
been built in the southern 
city of Zhuhai and is 
putting on GT endurance 
races. China is about to be 
admitted to the 
International Rugby Board 
and has already hosted 
New Zealand coaches to 
boost its level. 

What could prove the 
ultimate Chinese challenge 
could be yachting. A Hong 
Kong syndicate is training 
now to contest the 2000 
America’s Cup under the 
red flag of mainland 
China. 


East edge out 
West in Eurostars 
Basketball match 

ISTANBUL (R) — East beat West 1 17- 1 14 in the inaugur- 
al FIBA Eurostars basketball match on Monday. 

Twenty-four of Europe’s top basketball players produced 
a highly competitive contest despite the rapid turnover of 
players on court and much unfamiliarity between team 
members. 

But west gave away too many loose balls on which east 
almost always capitalised. 

Nikos Economou (25). David Rivers (19) and Petar 
Nauraoski (16) all scored valuable points for East West 
wereoveriy reliant on Zoran Savic (30) for their points. 

Ronny Bayer iSunair-Ostende). Yann Bonato (Limoges), 
Richard Dacoury (Racing Paris), Henning Hamisch (Alba 
Berlin), Conrad Mccrae (Teamsystem Bologna). Carlton 
Myers (TeamsyStem Bologna), Sasa Obranovic (Alba 
Berlin). Zeljko Rebraca (Benetton- Treviso), Antoine 
Rigaudeau (Pau-Orthez), Delaney Rudd (VtiJeurbanne), 
Stefano Rusconi (Benetton Treviso), Zoran Savic (Kinder 
Bologna). 

East 

Sergei Bazarevich (Cska Moscow), Nikos Economou 
(Panathinaikos). Orhun Ene lUlker Spor), Panagiotis 
FassouJas (Olympiakos), Evgeny Kissurine (Clbona 
Zagreb), Ibrahim Kutluay (Fenerbahce), Petar Naumoski 
(Efes Pilsen), David Rivers (Olympiakos), George Sigalas 
(Olympiakos). Randy White (Maccabi Tel Aviv); Jurij 
Zdovc (Salonika). 
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V. ^ 

f CINEMA TEL:634144 ^ 

PHILADELPHIA “1” 

- CINER4A TEL634144 X 

v PHILADELPHIA “2” ) 

y CINEMA TEL: 699238 "\ 

V PLAZA j 

y CjNEMA TEIl:677420 X 

V CONCORD ) 

r Nabil & Hisham’s Theatre"^ 

V TEL: 625155 J 

A Rob Cohen film 
Sylvester Stallone in 

DAYLIGHT 

Shows; 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 

/ 

v 

Richard Gere, Sian Connery 
& Julia Ormond...,in 

FIRST KNIGHT 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 

v / 

*The Hunchback of 
Notre Dame 

Shows: 10:30, 12:00, 1:30, 5:00 

* RANSOM 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:45, 11:00 

^ l 

CONCORD -< 1 ” 

Robert Denero & Welsly Snipes ..In 

THE FAN 

Shows: 12:30, 3;30, 6:00, 8:15, 10:30 

CONCORD “2” 

Dumb and Dumber 

Shows: 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 1G'30 
^ — 1 

The Theatre is closed from 
Dec. 15, 1996 until the start 
of the Holy Month of 
Ramadan in order to prepai'® 
for a new play entitled 

“Al Aman Ya Ho” 
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) | Rockets utilise formidable Philippoussis leads Australia to victory 
defence to beat Supersonics jj| Ho pm an Gup mixed teams tourney 


HOUSTON (R) — » Charles 
garidey scored 25 points 
aia grabbed 14 rebounds. 
Hakeem Olajuwon had 24 
points and 10 boards and 
the Houston Rockets used 
tough defence down the 
stretch to beat the Seattle 
Smjersonics 99-9 1 Mon- 


t s (pyde Drexler added 14 
* points, eight assists and 
sewm boards for Houston. 
•_ which held Seattle to just 
two points over the final 
T 4^3- The Rockets have 
tfoa their last three games 
f , growing a season-high 
: g^r-game losing streak. 

I j SsjTe knew Seattle was a 
f * teanL btu defence- 
l dgjf win h every time for 
t jSgb" said Barkley. “They 
..<• the ball very well 
airly, but we got in their 
face and shut them down 
when we had to. The 

- guards really neutralised 
-■/ (Gary) Payton tonight and 

that *was the key to the 
game.” 

; Payton had 21 points and 
eight assists and Shawn 
.fj - Kemp contributed IS 
. points and 13 rebounds for 
Seattle, which has dropped 
’ consecutive games after 
winning five in a row. The 
: Sonics have lost both meet- 
1 ings with the Rockets this 
season but fell in Houston 
for the first time in five 

- trips. 

“I can’t fault the team’s 
effort,” said Seattle Coach 
George Karl. “They played 
very hard. Houston is going 
to win a lot of games, but 
i so are we." 

“Defence won this same 
tonight." said Rockets 
Coach Rudy Tomjanovich. 

In Chicago. Scottie 
Pippen scored five of his 1 S 
points in the final 7:53 as 
the Bulls rallied io defeat 
the Indiana Pacers SI -79 in 
a Central Division battle. 
..Michael Jordan had 28 
finals to lead .the Bulls,., 
who improved to a league;- 
; best 27-4 and are 14-1. ar 
home. Dennis Rodman had 
11 points and 21 rebounds 
as Chicago overcame a sea- 
son-low 33.7 percent (29- 
of-86) shooting from the 


field. 

Indiana, which has lost 
three straight, bad a chance 
to tie in the closing seconds 
but Vincent Askew, guard- 
ed by Pippen, missed a 10- 
footer as time expired. 

At Cleveland, Terrell 
Brandon scored 31 points 
and Danny Ferry 1 7 as the 
Cavaliers built a 33-point 
lead in the fourth quarter 
and then hung on for a 1 OS- 
96 victory over the 
Minnesota Timberwolves. 

The Cavs, who have won 
six straight at home, led 87- 
56 after three quarters and 
were up 93-63 with 6:28 
remaining before 

Minnesota went on a 31-7 
run. 

James Robinson scored 
all of his season-high 23 
points in the burst, includ- 
ing his sixth three-pointer 
that cut the deficit to 100- 
94 with 56 seconds to play. 

Robinson, who played 
just 10 minutes, set a 
Minnesota record for three- 
pointers in a quarter and 
scored 17 points in a row 
for the Wolves at one point. 

The Timberwolves had 
their four-game winning 
streak halted and suffered 
their seventh straight road 
loss. 

In Denver. Rick Fox put 
back a David Wesley miss 
with just seven-tenths of a 
second rem ainin g to give 
Boston its first road win of 
the season, 104-102 over 
the Nuggets. 

The Celtics ended their 
season-high seven-game 
losing skid and avoided 
matching a franchise 
record for consecutive road 
losses. Boston lost 13 in a 
row on the road in 1979, 
the season before Larry 
Bird arrived. 

Wesley scored 25 points 
and had eight assists for the 
Celtics, who had all five 
starters in double figures. 

At Detroit, Grant Hill had 
25 points, eight assists and 
seven rebounds as the 
Pistons defeated the strug- 
gling Orlando Magic 97- 
85. 

Otis Thoipe scored a sea- 
son-high 22 points and 


grabbed nine rebounds as 
die Pistons posted consecu- 
tive victories following a 
season-high three-game 
losing streak. 

Dennis Scott scored 24 
points to lead the Magic, 
who have lost eight of their 
last nine games. 

In New York, Allan 
Houston scored 21 points 
as the Knicks got their 
ninth straight home win, 
98-86 over the New Jersey 
Nets, and became the 
fourth NBA team to win 
2,000 regular-season 

games, with the Celtics, 
Lakers and 76ers. 

John Starks added 19 
points and Patrick Ewing 
had 16 points and 11 
rebounds for the Knicks, 
who beat the Nets for the 
fifth straight time at 
Madison Square Garden. 

Rookie Kory Kittles 
scored 28 points for the 
second straight game, 
shooting 1 l-of-19 from the 
field with four of New 
Jersey's five threes. 

At Washington, Glen 
Rice scored six of his sea- 
son-high 38 points in a 9-0 
run over the last 3:19 as the 
Charlotte Hornets pulled 
away for a 101-92 victory 
over the Bullets. 

Juwan Howard scored 23 
points and Chris Webber 
added 22 points and 14 
rebounds for Washington, 
which had a three-game 
winning streak snapped. 

In Phoenix, Kevin 
Johnson scored 28 points 
and Danny Manning 23 as 
the Suns posted their 21st 
straight home victory over 
the Sacramento Kings 100- 
88 . 

The Suns have won two 
in a row following a three- 
game losing streak. 

In Vancouver, Vernon 
Maxwell and Avery 
Johnson each scored 23 
points to lead the San 
Antonio Spurs to a.. 95-88 
victory over the Grizzlies, 
snapping their three-game 
losing streak. 

San Antonio won for just 
the third time in 14 road 
games. 


PERTH, Australia 

(Agencies) — Mark 
Philippoussis kept 

Australia's hopes alive in 
the Hopman Cup mixed 
teams event on Tuesday 
when he steered the hosts 
to a 2-1 victory over fourth 
seeds France. 

Philippoussis, 20, regis- 
tered his second consecu- 
tive singles win in the 
eight-team tournament in 
Perth following his upset 
victory against World No. 
4 Goran Ivanisevic of 
Croatia on Sunday. 

The big serving 
Australian started slowly 
and struggled to hold his 
serve against Guy Forge r, 
but 76 minutes later had 
rattled off 22 aces in a 7-6 
6-2 victory. 

With the tie level at l-l , 
Philippoussis combined 
with Nicole Bradtke to win 
the doubles 7-6 7-6. 

In the opening match, 
Mary Pierce, who is play- 
ing her first tournament 
since September, recov- 
ered from 5-1 down in the 
first set tie-break to beat 
Nicole Bradtke in straight 
sets. 

Australia needed ro win 
the group a match to keep 
alive their hopes of quali- 
fying for Saturday's final 
after they lost to Croatia 2- 
1 in their opening tie. 

The four unbeaten teams 
in the tournament meet on 
New Year’s day with top 
seeds Croatia taking on the 
United States ~ and 
Switzerland playing South 
Africa. 

Woodforde downs 
compatriot Fromberg 

In Adelaide, Australian 
Davis Cup player Mark 
Woodforde downed, his 
compatriot Richard 


Fromberg 6-3, 6-3 on 
Monday to advance to the 
second round of the 
$328,000 Australian 
Hardcourt Tennis 

Championships at 

Memorial Drive. 

Left-hander Woodforde, 
31, coming off the most 
lucrative season of his 
career, took 61 just min- 
utes to down Fromberg, 
who is recovering from a 
shoulder injury. 

Woodforde. the No.2 
seed and a .former winner 
of the event, was joined in 
the last 16 by No.5 seed 
Alex O’brien of the United 
States and No.6 David 
PrinosiJ, the Czech-born 
German player. 

O’brien struggled past 
German Marc Goellner 6-7 
(5-7), 6-4, 7-6 (11-91, sav- 
ing a match point along the 
way, and Prmosil downed 
Slava Dosedel of the 
Czech Republic 6-3. 6-2. 

Renzo Furlan of Italy 
was the first seeded player 
to fall. The No.7 went 
down 4-6, 6-4, 6-4 to wild 
card entry Andrei 
Cherkasov of Russia. 

Cherkasov, ranked 149th 
in the world, was given a 
wild card after top seed 
Yevgeny Kafelnikov asked 
tournament organisers that 
his training partner be 
included in the draw. 

‘It was especially nice to 
win today. I play a seeded 
player and it was not easy 
to win,” Cherkasov said. 
“I had to run a lot and work 
hard.” 

Jiri Novak of the Czech 
Republic advanced with a 
7-5, 1-6, 7-6 (7-4) triumph 
over Australian wild card 
recipient Michael TebbutL 

French Open champion 
Kafelnikov, seeking his 
third title in the event, was 
to face Swede Mikael 



Mary Pierce 

Tills crom later Monday in 
his opener in the 32-draw 
ATP Tour event 
The tournament which is 


Demand for government 
probe on Cyprus fixing claim 


Argentina name squad for 
match against Uruguay 


BUENOS AIRES (R) — 
Coach Daniel Passarella 
declined to make any signifi- 
cant changes to the Argentina 
squad on Monday when he 
named the IS players who 
will travel to neighbours 
Uruguay for next month's 
crunch World Cup qualifier. 

ftissarclla, haunted by a run 
of bad results and even worse 
performances, brought in cen- 
tral defender Pablo Paz, who 
plays for Spanish club 
Tenerife, and recalled veteran 
midfielder Nestor Gorosito. 

Striker Heman Crespo was 
named as the replacement tor 
Abel Balho. who plays for 


Italian club Roma and pulled 
out saying that monthly trips 
to South America for Worid 
Cup matches were spoiling 
his career. Otherwise, 
Passarella left the squad 
untouched. 

Argentina are third in the 
single South American World 
Cup qualifying group but 
wily three points separate 
them from eighth-placed 
Bolivia. After travelling to 
Uruguay for the Jan. 12 
match, they face two more 
away games against Bolivia 
and group leaders Colombia. 

They were held to a 1-1 
draw by Chile in their last 


game and then suffered 
another confidence-shattering 
result when they were beaten 
3-2 at home by Yugoslavia in 
a friendly on Saturday. 

Passarella, whose position 
is increasingly under threat, 
has a huge headache over 
who to put in goal after 
Roberto Bo nano’s disap- 
pointing debut on Saturday. 

“It was not the best way to 
start,” Bonano acknowledged 
after letting in three goals. 

Passarelia has already been 
forced co dispense with 
German Bingos and pablo 
Cavallero after poor perfor- 
mances. 


NICOSIA (R) — The Cypriot Football 
Association has demanded a government 
inquiry into allegations that Cyprus’ World 
Cup qualifier against Bulgaria earlier this 
month was rigged. 

The F.A. called for an investigation into 
bookmakers’ accounts to find out who and 
how much money was bet on Cyprus to 
lose the match. 

The demand, made public on Tuesday, 
comes hard on the heels of local media 
allegations that some of the Cyprus players 
bad bet large sums of money on their team 
losing. 

Cyprus were beaten 3-1. 

“We want a thorough in-depth investiga- 
tion,” F.A. Chairman Marios Lefkaritis told 
Reuters. 

The F.A. will consult the Cyprus Sports 
Organisation (KOA) on how the inquiry 
will be conducted, he said, adding that the 
issue had not yet been reported to police. 

The allegations, reported extensively by 
the local media, do not mention any specif- 
ic player, but the football authorities have 
admitted that the sums bet on the match are 
enough to arouse suspicion. 

F.A! officials said that about £30,000 


($64,000) was bet on the game which is 10 
times the average of about 3,0 00. 

Bookmakers started rejecting bets when 
they became suspicious, they told a parlia- 
mentary inquiry on Monday. 

During a marathon F.A. meeting on 
Monday night, members called for a 
Ministry of Finance inquiry for details on 
the bets placed prior to tire match. The 
ministry of finance charges 25 per cent tax 
for every bet placed. 

Informal inquiries to date, however, have 
drawn a blank for lack of evidence against 
any player. 

“Thai is why we want to meet with the 
organisation in order to decide how this 
matter is to be investigated.” Lefkaritis 
confirmed. 

The F.A. has asked the finance minister 
to ban all betting involving national teams 
and local teams on coupons issued by 
bookmakers. 

Draft legislation currently before parlia- 
ment empowers the minister with the right 
to ban these bets and to revoke licences of 
establishments illegally accepting them. 


being played on the same The Australian Open starts 
rebound ace courts used Jan. 13 at the National 
for the Australian Open, Tennis Centre in 
continues through Jan. 5. Melbourne. 

Savicevic to leave 
AC Milan at end 
of the season 


ROME (AFP) — Dejan 
Savicevic will definitely 
leave AC Milan at the end 
of the season and join either 
Manchester United or 
Monaco, sports daily 
Corriere Dello Sport 
revealed on Tuesday. 

The 30-year-old 

Montenegrin said: “My 
time here is over. I know 
already that I will be sold 
by AC Milan to the highest 
bidder. It will very probably 
be Manchester United but it 
seems Monaco have also 
made a good offer.” 

His contract with the five- 
times European Cup cham- 
pions, however, does not 
run out till June 1998. 


Corriere Dello Sport 
added the departure of 
Savicevic has been planned 
for some time, even before 
the arrival of new coach 
Arrigo Saachi about a 
month ago. And the paper 
added AC Milan will ask 
for 10 billion lire ($6.5 mil- 
lion). 

Savicevic is one of the 
world’s most skilful! play- 
ers and his finest hour came 
in the 1994 European Cup 
final when he scored an 
incredible goal from just 
inside the halfway line as 
Milan beat Barcelona 4-0 in 
Athens. He also helped Red 
Star Belgrade win the same 
trophy three years earlier. 


English clubs offer net gains to investors 


LONDON (R) — The tra- 
ditional combination of 
solid defence and star strik- 
er is no longer enough to 
gain success in English 
soccer. 

Clubs are now mixing a 
new ingredient into the 
recipe — a presence on the 
slock market. 

English champions 
Manchester United. 

Britain's most profitable 
club, are the domestic 
model and now European 
rivals are seeking to emu- 
late them ‘in the financial 
stakes. 

United, who were floated 
in 1991. have grown into 
one of Britain's 250 biggest 
quoted companies, with a 
market value of some £380 
million ($630 million). The 
wJue of ihe Manchester 
United brand name means 
that revenue from merchan- 
dising is as high as cate 
receipts. 

Shares in Premier League 
Tottenham Hotspur have 
also been quoted on the 
London Stock Exchange 
For several years but a num- 
ber of other ambitious 


clubs are now following 
suit as the game flourishes. 

Former champions Leeds 
United joined Che market in 
August when they were 
iaken over by media com- 
pany Caspian Group while 
Premier League strugglers 
Sunderland and 

Southampton have recently 
unveiled plans for listings. 

Share analysts believe 
that the trend will continue 
as revenue from a lucrative 
new contract with pay tele- 
vision operator BSKYB 
and potentially greater 
riches from the screening 
of matches on a pay-per- 
view basis make the newly 
listed clubs an attractive 
investment. 

“We are not 3t saturation 
point — Sunderland and 
Southampton are relatively 
small clubs compared with 
Newcastle and Man: Utd 
but they are still going to 
have access to some 
chunky television revenue” 
said Nick Knight, an ana- 
lyst with stock broker 
Nomura who has 
researched soccer dub 
finance. " 


BSKYB signed a £670 
million deal in June to 
secure live rights to 
Premier League soccer 
matches until 2001. 

Under the deal glamour 
clubs such as Manchester 
United and Newcastle 
United, which is also look- 
ing at a flotation, are fore- 
cast to more than double 
their television revenue to 
in excess of £12 million 
from next season. 

Sunderland, promoted 
from division one as cham- 
pions last season, are 
expecting television and 
media income to increase 
more than ten-fold to £3.5 
million this season. 

“The key is being in the 
Premier League or ar least 
in Division One and thus 
having the potential to get 
into foe Premier League,” 
said KnighL 

He believes that up to 20 
of foe 44 clubs in foe top 
two sections could join the 
market in foe next two or 
three years. 

The trend is European- 
wide. Italian champions 
AC Milan, owned by media 


mogul Silvio Berlusconi 
having tentatively planned 
a flotation for 1997. 

A stock market listing 
enables soccer club owners 
to tap into new sources of 
finance, to dilute their own 
personal exposure to foe 
risks of an expensive busi- 
ness and make it easier to 
cash in on their stake at 
some point in foe future. 

Sunderland, whose shares 
make their market debut on 
Christmas Eve, are raising 
over £10 million through 
their flotation — funds that 
will be used to pur foe fin- 
ishing touches to a new 
42, 000- sea ter stadium, cut 
debi and buy new players. 

Southampton, who will 
obtain their listing via a 
merger with a company 
that builds retirement 
homes, are also seeking 
funds to move to a new and 
larger home. 

Improved facilities and a 
reduction in crowd vio- 
lence have helped to lift 
crowds by over 30 per cent 
since foe Premier League 
was launched in 1992. 

F inan cial gains from 


satellite television have 
also reversed the exodus of 
top talent from these 
shores. 

The Premier League 
clubs are now able to 
attract foreign talent away 
from wealthy continental 
rivals. Players such as Eric 
Cantona, Ruud Gullit and 
Fabrizio Ravanelli are now 
gracing foe English game 
and being paid handsomely 
for doing so. 

The enthusiasm is such 
that many Premier League 
matches are sold out weeks 
in advance, prompting 
great optimism about foe 
financial prospects from 
the introduction of pay per- 
view. 

BSKYB is planning to 
launch digital satellite tele- 
vision late next year and 
that will create foe addi- 
tional channel space to 
show every Premier 
League fixture live on a 
pay-per-view basis, 

although no date has been 
set for its introduction. 

Analysts believe pay-per- 
view could eventually be 
worth as much as £100 mil- 


lion a year to top clubs. 

“Pay-per-view could be 
worth a million pounds per 
game to Manchester 
United, that’s £40 million 
per season just from league 
matches,” said Alon Bull, 
who trades in soccer clubs 
shares at brokers 
Winterflood Securities. 

*Tf you add in cup and 
European matches you're 
up to around 65 million and 
that could grow to 100 mil- 
lion in two or three years 
especially if the games are 
sold to Europe and maybe 
even the United States." 

He forecast that foe 
potential cash bonanza 
from pay-per-view made 
the leading soccer clubs 
potential prey for big busi- 
ness interests. 

“The next gear up is 
where you get multi- 
national companies bidding 
for football clubs,’* said 
bull. ‘1 can see foe likes of 
Manchester United, Spurs 
and Newcastle being taken 
out by bidders,” he added. 
($1=£ 0.6003 pound) 
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Syria still awaiting U.S. 
commitment on Israeli 


withdrawal from Golan 


Khaddam does not see early resumption of talks 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — 
Syria is still awaiting the ful- 
filment of U.S. promises for 
a complete Israeli withdraw- 
al from the Golan Heights, 
Vice-President Abdul Halim 
Khaddam said on Tuesday. 

"The U.S. offered us writ- 
ten commitments for an 
Israeli withdrawal up to the 
June 4. 1967. border lines 
and we will not accept any 
negotiations below that 
level.” Mr. Khaddam said in 
an interview with the 
Lebanese newspaper A I 
Safir. 

"We arc still waiting for the 
U.S. to keep i'ls promises (on 
(he withdrawal ) and for the 
resumption of the peace talks 
from v\ here they left off,” he 
said. "But the’ question is. 
will Israel comply with 
this?" 

Peace talks between Israel 
and Syria were suspended in 
February and hinge on 
Syria's demand for a com- 
plete return of the Golan 
Heights. 

"Damascus was told by 
Washington that Israel does 
not intend to launch a war 
against Syria and we have 
said that, besides our desire 
and decision for achieving 
pence, we will not be lenient 
to any aggression that might 
occur.” Mr. Khaddam said. 


Mr. Khaddam also 
reviewed Syria's ries with its 
neighbours, noting its contin- 
ued "strategic'' alliance with 
Tran and “better” ties with 
Turkey, although he called 
on Ankara to strengthen its 
relations with Arabs, instead 
of Israel. 

He said Damascus was 
opposed to "any attempt to 
partition Iraq. despite 
(Syria’s) current conflict 
with the Baghdad regime." 

Mr. Khaddam also ruled 
out any “serious” consolida- 
tion of ties with Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat 
whom Syria accuses of hav- 
ing broken .Arab ranks ro 
sign peace agreements with 
Israel. 

"We are seeking to help the 
Palestinian people regain 
their rights ... but where is 
now the cause of the 
Palestinian people? Mr. 
Arafat is now negotiating for 
a street in the (West Bank) 
city of Hebron.” 

Mr. Khaddam told the 
Beirut daily that the U.S. 
commitments were made 
during Syrian-Israeli talks 
held in Washington during 
the last four years. 

Israel suspended negotia- 
tions with Syria amid a series 
of suicide bombings by 
Palestinians in Israel in 


February and March. 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu, elect- 
ed in May, has said the Golan 
Heights are crucial to Israel's 
security and must remain 
under its control. 

Syrian President Hafez AI 
Assad said in a recent inter- 
view thar two former Israeli 
prime ministers, Yitzhak 
Rabin and Shimon Peres, 
agreed to withdraw totally 
from the Golan. 

In September. Mr. 
Netanyahu confirmed that 
Mr. Rabin had tacitly agreed 
to give back all of the Golan, 
but the Israeli prime minister 
said be was nor bound by 
such ‘’hypothetical state- 
ments" that never resulted in 
a signed agreement. 

The Syrian vice president 
stressed that negotiations 
with Israel can be resumed 
only when Israel changes its 
policy. 

"But if the Israeli govern- 
ment sticks to its intransi- 
gence as it does today, clear- 
ly the peace process will 
remain the same — stale- 
mated." he was quoted as 
saying. 

In recent months. Syria and 
Israel hav e exchanged hostile 
rhetoric, and feais of a mili- 
tary attack hae been voiced 
on each side. 


Turkish 
Cypriots 
free four 
German 
tourists 


NICOSIA i AFP) — Four 
German tourists were held 
h> Ttirkish-Cypriot forces 
f '! lour hours' on Monday 
ulier straying into no 
run’s land dividing the 
k’antl. a German embassy 

р. vl.cMn.m said. 

M. ‘\.mdcr Pravida. a 26- 
\e.:r-old student, his 25- 
\ ear- old brother. Roland 
Prax ida. a glass maker, 
hairdresser Sylvia Forster. 
2". anJ Frank Wittki. 25. a 
construction engineer, 
were picked up by 
1 urkish- Cypriot troops 
Monday morning while 
l- ’.king photos of an aban- 
doned village. 

n>e> were returned to the 
(iivek-C'xprioi side of the 
i-Lm.l .n the Ledra Palace 
crossing in Nicosia on 
Monday afternoon, the 
spokesman said. 

I’hev had been heading 
from Dhekelia to 
r.-magusta. according to 
the official Cypriot news 
i.-vncv. CNA. when they 
parkin! their hired ear on a 
r Mil alongside the British 
l.i'C at Dekhelia. near the 
"green line” in the south- 
e.i-t of the island. 

They then went toward 
the \chnj church in the 
" uTkish sector, CNA said. 

The soldiers first drove 
thviii to three military 

с. -mps lvfore taking them 
to police headquarters in 
the occupied section of 
Nicosia, where they were 
questioned, the aeenev 
ssitf. 

The four tourists said 
there were no signs indicat- 
ing the area was off limits, 
the embassy spokesman 
said, .Hiding that they have 
relumed to their hotel in 
the southern city of 
Larnaca and planned to 
continue their vacation 
here. 

The area where the four 
Germans were arrested was 
the scene of violent clash- 
es between Greek and 
Turkish-CyprioLs in 

August. 

Cyprus has hcen divided 
since a i974 invasion of the 
n-'rihem third of the island 
hy Turkey. The invasion 
followed a coup in Nicosia 
aimed at uniting the island 

jilt Greece. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Arafat puppet tops popularity poll 


TEL AVTV (AFP) — Yasser Arafat — or rather a rubber 
replica of the Palestinian leader — has topped a populari- 
ty poll in Israel for the first time. Mr. Arafat's puppet on 
the satirical television show Hartzoufim, or what a cheek, 
scored a 16 per cent rating in a poll published this week 
by gallup — ahead of Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu with 10 per cent and seven per cent for Labour 
opposition leader Shimon Peres. The survey on the show, 
broadcast by Private Israeli television' network Channel 2, 
was conducted among 511 people for Israeli military 
radio. The rubber Arafat, slightly caricatured but given a 
suave voice, is shown having a tumultuous and passionate, 
almost amorous, relationship with the Netanyahu and 
Peres puppets. An Arafat aide said however that the 
Palestinian leader had never seen his "double” because his 
office in Gaza did not receive Channel 2. "But if someone 
wants to send him a recording on a video cassette. I'm 
sure he would like to see it," added Ahmed Tibi. Mr. Tibi 
told army radio that the real Arafat was a "warm and pater- 
nal" person, in contrast to his image among Israeli jews. 


UAE burns over 2,000 bottles of liquor 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — United Arab Emirates (UAE) 
authorities crammed more than 2.000 bottles of alcohol 
into a furnace and set them ablaze under a crackdown on 
illegal liquor trade, local newspapers reported on Tuesday. 
The nearly 2.040 bottles of beer, whisky and other kinds 
of alcohol were seized in. separate raids in the northern 
emirate of Ras Al Khaimah over the past few months. 
They were burned in the municipality’s furnace on 
Monday. Trading in alcohol is banned in the UAE but non- 
Muslims have access to liquor at hotels and licensed 
shops. 


4 Israelis go on trial for glorifying Goldstein 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — The trial of four Israeli extremists 
accused of publishing a book glorifying a Jewish settler 
who slaughtered 30 Palestinians in 1994 opened here on 
Tuesday. The right-wing militants are charged w’ith incit- 
ing racial hatred with their book “Baruch. a"Real Man.” in 
which the U.S.-born settler, Baruch Goldstein, is por- 
trayed as a hero and his act glorified. Goldstein gunned 
down 30 Palestinians praying" at the Ibrahimi Mosque in 
Hebron in February 1994. and injured dozens of others 
before being killed himself. Israeli authorities said the 
book could incite others to commit massacres. Goldstein's 
grave in the neighbouring Jewish settlement of Kiryai 
Arba, has become a place of pilgrimage for extremist set- 
tlers. The four. Mikhael Ben Horin. Netaniel Uzeri, Yoel 
Lemer and Yossef Dayan, are also charged with support- 
ing a “terrorist organisation." the racist Kach movement 
which was outlawed after the Hebron killings. The 
accused, none of whom are being held in custody, have 
said they will plead not guilty 1 . 


Iraqi minister removed from post 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq’s Minister of Labour 3nd Social 
Affairs Latif Nsayyif Jassem has been removed from the 
post so he can devote his time to work for the ruling Baath 
Parry. Iraqi newspapers reported on Tuesday. The" papers 
said the division was taken at a meeting of the regional 
command of the party chaired by President Saddam 
Hussein on Monday. They said Mr. Jassem was relieved 
of the post in order to dedicate his time to parry work. 
They did not say who would replace him. “The leadership 
has decided that comrade Latif Nsayyif Jassem should 
devote his time to party worL.-Therefore. he is relieved of 
his post as minister of labour and social affairs” the offi- 
cial Al Qadissiya said. The paper said a decree ro this 
effect would be issued later. Mr. Jassem. a former infor- 
mation minister, was elected in October as a senior mem- 
ber to the puny’s regional command, the highest authority 
in Iraq after the ruling Revolutionary Command Council. 
The paper said the meeting also decided to dismiss any 
Baath Party member involved in usury and said strict 
punitive measures will be taken against such money 
lenders. 





COLD SPELL IN EUROPE: A skater leaps in front of the Eiffel Tower in Paris on the 
ice of the frozen lake. A cold spell that has affected most of Europe killed at least 
eight people in France (see weather story on page 4) 


Settlers break into Hebron building 


HEBRON (AP) — Israeli 
troops detained 15 Jewish 
settlers early Tuesday as 
they attempted to break into 
an empty home in the 
Palestinian market of the 
West Bank town of Hebron, 
police said- 

The Jewish settlers’ at- 
tempted property grab came 
as negotiators seemed near 
conclusion on an agreement 
that would pull most of Is- 
rael’s troops out of Hebron. 
Both Israeli and Palestinian 
negotiators said late Mon- 
day that an agreement 
seemed finally within reach. 

The settlers, from Heb- 
ron's Jewish community 


and the nearby settlement of 
Kiryat Arba, claimed that 
the building was Jewish 
property and should not be 
handed over to the Palestin- 
ians as pan of Israel’s rede- 
ployment from the city. 

“Those houses that belong 
to Jews and are under Israeli 
control must be lived in so 
they remain under Israeli 
control,” said Tsuriel Popo- 
vich, a member of the Kir- 
yat Arba municipal council. 

“We intended to tenter and 
live there. In the meantime 
the security forces arrived 
and put an end to the story” 
he added. 

West Bank police spokes- 


man Boaz Goldberg said the 
Jewish settlers made two 
attempts to take over an 
abandoned building in the 
market, that lies adjacent to 
the Hebron Jewish enclave 
of Avrahara Avinu. 

Ten Jewish settlers were 
detained as they entered the 
market in the first incident; 
five were detained as they 
broke into the abandoned 
building in the second. Mr. 
Goldberg said. 

Israel army radio said the 
five were detained as they 
prayed 

inside the empty house. 

Later, police also detained 
Uri Uriel, the head of the 


settlement division in the 
defence ministry, and settler 
leader Zeev Haver as they 
toured the Jewish areas of 
Hebron, settlers said. It was 
not immediately clear why 
the two were detained. 

Mr. Goldberg said the 15 
settlers were being ques- 
tioned by police. 

Hebron’s Jewish commu- 
nity of 450 has promised to 
expand the half dozen Je- 
wish enclaves in the city in 
response to the developing 
Hebron redeployment ag- 
reement with the Palestin- 
ians that the settlers fear 
will compromise their secu- 
rity. 


CIA says 
Iran gave 
$500,000 
to Bosnia's 
Izetbegovic 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Iran gave Bosnian 
President Alija Izetbegovic 
at least $500,000 for his 
election campaign earlier 
this year, the Los Angeles 
Times said Tuesday. 

According to classified 
Central Intelligence 

Agency (CIA) documents 
obtained by the paper, Mr. 
Izetbegovic received from 
the Iranians at least two 
suitcases each packed with 
around $250,000 in the 
weeks leading up to the 
mid-September vote. 

The money would appear 
to lend support to the CIA’s 
theory that Iranian influ- 
ence in Bosnia rem ains 
strong despite White House 
assertions to the contrary. 

CLA analysts in their 
classified report go so far 
as to say that Mr. 
Izetbegovic has been “co- 
opted by the Iranians” and 
is now "literally on their 
payroll." the daily said. 

But despite the CIA 
report, the administration 
of President Bill Clinton 
has agreed to release SI 00 
million worth of U.S. mili- 
tary aid to Bosnia, which 
had been withheld for 
months out of U.S. con- 
cerns the weapons might 
have destabilised the 
Bosnian civil war. 

More than a year after 
the Dayton peace accords 
and three months after the 
general elections, Bosnia 
on Monday signed an 
accord ending months of 
wrangling over the forma- 
tion of Bosnia’s first gov- 
ernment to group rival 
Muslims, Croats and Serbs 
who fought a bitter three 
and o half year war. 


Erbakan vows war on 
crime in government; 
Evren asked to testify 


ANKARA (Agencies) — 
The head of Turkey's 
Islamic-led government has 
promised to purge corrupt 
officials amid mounting 
allegations linking the state 
to the underworld, reports 
said Tuesday. 

The Turkish parliament 
meanwhile asked former 
President Kenan Evren, 
also leader of a 1980 mili- 
tary coup, to testify in a 
scandal over alleged mafia 
links with the state security 
apparatus. 

“We want to unveil the 
things from the very begin- 
ning,” Mehmet Elkatmis, 
head of a parliamentary 
commission set up to inves- 
tigate the scandal told 
reporters. 

“In this connection we 
will invite former President 
Evren to give information 
to our commission next 
week,” Mr. Elkatmis said. 

Prime Minister Necmettin 
Erbakan was meanwhile 
quoted as telling a meeting 
between political leaders 
last week that "we are 
forced to purge all those 
that are involved in this 
affair." 

The transcript was leaked 
to newspapers and excerpts 
were published Tuesday. 

“We believe that there are 
people involved within the 
police and within the justice 
system,” the Hurriyet news- 
paper quoted Mr. Erbakan 
as saying. “This cleansing 
must be done wherever 
there is anyone involved, so 
that the people can see." 

The summit among politi- 
cal leaders was called by 
President Suleyman 

Demirel after a public furor 
at possible cover up by state 
officials. 


The scandal came to light 
with a traffic accident in 


which a car carrying a legis- 
lator, a police chief, a want- 
ed hitman and a beauty 


queen crashed with a truck. 
Only the legislator sur- 
vived. 

Accusations later 

emerged showing the state 
used Abdullah Cadi, the 
crash victim hitman, in 
secret operations. 

The interior minister, 
Mehmet Agar, was forced 
to resign after allegations he 
authorised false identity 
documents and an arms per- 
mit for Catli. 

Allegations also suggest 
the state even turned a blind 
eye to some illegal activi- 
des by crime groups, 
including drug smuggling. 

“The state does not com- 
mit crimes," Mr. Demirel 
told reporters in a news 
conference Saturday. 

“We cannot Jet this go.” 
Mr. Demirel said. “There 
will be no cover ups, no 
negligence.” 

A senior intelligence offi- 
cials testified last week to 
parliamentary investigators 
that the secret service used 
Cadi in secret operations in 
Turkey and abroad. 

Details of the operations 
were not revealed, but it is 
widely believed that Calli 
helped organise death 
squads to suppress dissi- 
dents, Armenian terrorists 
and Kurdish rebels battling 
for autonomy. 

On Tuesday, daily 
MiUiyet claimed that three 
police officers helped a man 
accused of the torture and 
murder of seven left-wing 
activists escape from police 
detention. Cadi was also 
implicated in the same mur- 
der case in the late 1970s. 

Cadi, who reputedly had 
links to the Turk who shor 
Pope John Paul II in 1981, 
escaped from a Swiss 
prison in 1990 where he 
was serving time for drag 
smuggling. 


PKK, leftist 
group form 
alliance 


ANKARA (AFP) — 
Separatist Kurdish rebels 
and a leading left-wing 
extremist group have 
formed an alliance to joint- 
ly fight the Turkish gov- 
ernment, Turkish newspa- 
pers said Tuesday. 1 

"The cooperation proto- 
col signed by the Kurdish 
Labour Party (PKK) and 
the Revolutionary People's 
Liberation Party (DHKP) 
on Dec. 22 is a first step 
towards forming a revolu- 
tionary front,” the 
Istanbul-based pro-Kunlish 
daily Demokrasi said. 

The protocol, quoted by 
the Istanbul-based left- 
wing daily Radikal, said: 
‘TTie two sides pledge to 
jointly fight the common 
enemy ... and to cooperate 
in actions in cities and rural 
areas.” 

The PKK has been wag- 
ing a separatist war in the 
mainly Kurdish-populated 
southeastern Turkey since 
19S4 and the fighting with 
government forces has 
claimed the lives of more 
than 23,000 people. 

The DHKP, formerly 
known as Revolutionary 
Left (Dev-Sol), is Turkey's 
deadliest urban activist 
group, which has killed 
scores of policemen, sev- 
eral judges and retired gen- 
erals and a former justice 
minister since the late 
1980s. 

However, the DHKP has 
suffered a 'major setback 
since 1994 as several of its 
leaders and militants have 
either been killed or 
caught in police operations 
mainly in Turkey’s biggest 
city of Istanbul. 

A senior government 
official ssid Monday that 

-,suo PKK members in 
fighting in the southeast 
this year. 



Weizman ill 
at India banquet 
but improves 
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NEW DELHI (R) — Visi- 
ting Israeli President Ezer 
Weizman was taken ill dur- 
ing a state banquet in New 
Delhi on Monday and re- 
tired hurriedly to his room 
at the presidential palace, 
witnesses said. A member 
of the Israeli media delega- 
lion present at tbe banquet 
hosted by Indian President 
Shankar Dayal Sharata 
quoted Israeli offitials as 
saying later that the 72- 
year-old former air force 
chief had recovered well 
after the sudden illness. 
“The president vomited 
twice and was escorted 
quickly to his room,” the 
media representative, who 
declined to be named, said. 
Mr. Weizman looked 
cheerful and cracked jokes 
during a news conference 
earlier on Monday. But he 
did show the odd memory 
lapse, on one occasion 
speaking of Lebanon when 
he meant to give his com- 
ments on Hebron. Earlier 
on Monday, Mr. Weizman 
finished his walk past a 
guard of honour at the pres- 
idential palace but then 
walked back half the dis- 
tance to resume the drill for 
a second time. 
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Hair-munching dolls 
alarm safety experts 


lias 


CHICAGO (R) — Federal 
safety officials warned 
consumers about some 35 
incidents where battery- 
operated cabbage patch 
dolls reportedly chewed up 
tittle girls' hair and issued 
instructions on how to dis- 
able the chewing mecha- 
nism. The consumer prod- 
uct safety commission said 
it was .investigating the 
doll’s safety, and advised 
that the chewing action can 
be stopped by pulling off 
its plastic backpack. The 
agency did not order a re- 
call of the Mattel Inc Doll- 
although some independent 
safety experts said the toy 
posed a danger to children. 
“It ought to be recalled,” 
product liability attorney 
Edward Swartz said. “Kids 
are going to experiment 
with that toy. and entangle- 
ment injuries are being 
reported.” Mattel has dis- 
tributed 700,000 models of 
its “Cabbage Patch Snack 
Time Kid” since August, 
most of them at Christmas. 
Emily Newton of Tavares, 
Florida, was the latest vic- 
tim of the hair-eating dolls. 
Her doll was supposed to 
eat plastic celery sticks but 
instead it gnawed on an 
eight-inch strand of Emi- 
ly's waist-length auburn 
hair, emily’s mother. Peggy 
Newton, said. 
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Hard day’s knight 
for ex-Beatle Paul 


LONDON (R) — Former 
Beatie Paul McCartney, per- 
haps the world’s most suc- 
cessful pop composer, was 
awarded a knighthood in 
Britain's New Year bquours 
list. And in the week that the 
film version of his 'stage 
musical “Evita” opens ac- 
ross Britain, composer Sir 
Andrew Lloyd Webber was 
elevated to the peerage, 
allowing him to sit in 
House of Lords. McCartney 
dedicated his awards his 
fellow -Beaties — in£&ding 
his late song-writing partner 
John Lennon, shot dead by a 
de-ranged fan in 19.S& The 
54-year-old musician? 53 * 1 ^ 
“It's a fantastic honoitf^d I 
am very gratefully re&hftpS 
it on behalf of all'thejeop 1 * 
of Liverpool and the* other 
Beatles, without wb»£n j 1 
wouldn’t have been^possi* 
ble.” Actress Joan ©Jilin 5 - 
best known for her i&j® 35 . 
the bitchy Alexis in U.S. 
Television show "d#j as 0'’- 
received an Obe (Officer. 
Order of the BritU^^' 
pire). while comic^^pk#' 
wright Alan Ayckbourn *** 
knighred. Author Fits® 1 ** 
Forsyth, whose bes^P* 15 
include "the Day . 

Jackal", becomes ' 
mander of the ordet^ 
British Empire, whieg^' 
ties him to add the 
CBE after his name? - * - - . 
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